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Front  Cover:  On  December  11th,  Network  Rail  managed  to  get  around  to  
ploughing  the  Barton  Branch  and  this  shot  shows  Class  66  056  and  66  186  in  the  

Steve  Thompson
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Welcome  to  Issue  52  of  Railtalk  Magazine.  Each  month  we  bring  you  a  jam  packed  round  up  of  the  best  pictures,  news  and  reports.  

be  missed  by  many,  professionally  and  personally,  a  true  friend  of  the  railways.

FInally  I  hope  everyone  had  a  Happy  New  Year  and  lets  hope  that  2011  produces  some  excellent  railway  events.

mailto:entries%40railtalk.net?subject=submissions
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  Charter SceneRailway  Touring  Company  -­‐  The  Tin  Bath  Extra  II
On  November  7th  LMS  Class  5MT  4-­‐6-­‐0  No.  44871  and  LMS  Class  5MT  4-­‐6-­‐0  No.  
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LMS  Class  5MT  4-­‐6-­‐0  No.  44871  and  LMS  Class  5MT  4-­‐6-­‐0  No.  45407  on  THE  TIN  BATH  Extra  The  crew  of  LMS  Class  5MT  4-­‐6-­‐0  No  44871  prepare  the  loco  for  departure  from  
Manchester  Victoria.    
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Steam  Dreams  -­‐  The  Cathedrals  Express
Seemingly  recovered  from  the  allegedly  bad  Russian  coal  experienced  when  

Gary  S.  Smith
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ready  to  return  the  charter  back  to  London  Euston.  

Real nuts blog at.... 

Railnuts

RAIL NUTS is the answer to all your dreams! You can blog away to like-minded 
people all day long. RAIL NUTS is dedicated to people worldwide who are 

passionate about railways. Not just engines, but the whole railway scene. The 
railways changed and enhanced our world now RAIL NUTS can increase the 

clarity of your interest. Join a community of passionate, like-minded people who 
wish to get the facts right. 

The latest technology will be employed to give you absolutely top quality 
photographs and yes, more importantly, videos, enabling all of us to see in real 
! me any special events or, indeed, some! mes mundane events, happening on 

railways throughout the world.

railnuts.com is proudly powered by Pete Waterman Entertainment and Silverso!  Solu" ons

http://www.railnuts.com
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Liverpool  -­‐  York  -­‐  Liverpool,  crosses  Todmorden  viaduct  and  market,  running  three  

to  Liverpool  on  it’s  own.  Colin  Irwin
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Cruise  Saver  Express
Class  67  027  takes  the  branch  onto  the  Reading  West  line  at  Basingstoke  

  Daniel  Stanbridge
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Steam  Dreams  -­‐  The  Cathedrals  Express
On  December  13th,  A1  No.  60163  makes  its  last  appearance  in  the  South-­‐East,  

Swanley  and  Ashford.  Daniel  Stanbridge



1918

Steam  Dreams  -­‐  The  Cathedrals  Express

on  December  1st.    Steve  Andrews
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Railtourers  -­‐  Skegness  to  Newcastle

Below:  Class  47  270  was  the  trailing  loco  for  the  trip  to  Newcastle.
Below:  Class  67  022  brings  up  the  rear  of  the  Guidford  -­‐  Skipton  charter.
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Class  55  022  is  seen  at  York  on  December  4th  with  the  return  working  of

Leeds  and  the  East  Coast  route.  Andy
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Above  and  Below:  On  December  18th  there  was  a  railtour  from  Cleethorpes  to  Edinburgh.  The  following  day,  December  
19th  saw  the  ECS  move  from  Barnetby  to  Carnforth  and  here  is  Class  47  786  emerging  from  the  freezing  fog  at  Appleby  at  

the  head  of  the  train.,  with  BR  blue-­‐liveried  47  270  bringing  up  the  rear.  Steve  Thompson

Clan  Line  -­‐  Main  Line  Test

Colin  Irwin
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NENTA  -­‐  Christmas  in  the  North  Country
Class  47  786  with  47  580  on  the  rear,  are  seen  at  York  with  the  return  working

of  this  NENTA  tour  from  Norwich  to  Newcastle  and  return  on  December  4th.  Andy
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Steam  Dreams  -­‐  The  Cathedrals  Express

on  December  7th.  Wayne  Radford
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Statesman  Rail  -­‐  Edinburgh  Christmas  Statesman  

from  Leicester  to  Edinburgh.  Class  47  851  was  on  the  rear.  Class47

  VSOE  -­‐  Surrey  Hill  Luncheon  Express  

worked  a  London  Victoria  -­‐  Shalford  VSOE  service,  seen  here  at  Wandsworth  Town.  Wayne  Radford

and  5376  at  Irthlingborough  Road,  Wellingborough.  The  Coaches  were  being  
delivered  to  the  Great  Central  Railway  (North).  Steve  Madden
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Vintage  Trains  -­‐  The  Christmas  White  Rose

December  18th.  Steve  Thompson  
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  Class  37  409  stands  in  the  snow  at  York  on  December4th.  

Class47

Pictures
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Above:  Arriva  Trains  Wales  Class  158  828  and  158  833  head  for  Shrewsbury  and  Aberystywth  
through  the  snow  on  December  18th.  

on  December  23rd.  Dave  Harris
Above:  First  Scotrail  liveried  Class  90  024  speeds  North  through  Acton  Bridge  

on  December  17th.  
Below:  Class  37  607  and  37  038  are  seen  with  a  damaged  FNA  wagon  in  Tonbridge  West  Yard  on  December  9th.

To  the  right  of  the  loco’s  sit  GBRf  owned  Class  73  206,  73  213  and  66  701  which  had  just  arrived  from  
St  Leonards  Depot.  Robert  Barton
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On  a  cold  December  day,  East  Midlands  Trains  HST  power  car  

St.  Pancras  service.  Class47



4342

a  Birmingham  New  Street  to  Rugeley  Trent  Valley  service  on  December  1st.  The  halt  
was  next  to  the  level  crossing  at  Marquis  Drive.  A  former  prisoner-­‐of-­‐war  camp  at  

the  top  of  the  hill  became  RAF  Hednesford  where  the  fathers  and  

subsidy  for  the  Birmingham  New  Street  -­‐  Rugeley  Trent  Valley  passenger  service  is  

hourly  during  the  day.  Gary  S.  Smth
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On  December  9th,  Class  37  607  and  37  038  reverse  out  of  
Tonbridge  West  Yard  prior  to  working  6M95  to  Willesden  Brent.  

Robert  Barton
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In  a  brief  lull  from  the    extreme  weather,  Class  73  212  leads  73  213,  73  206,  73  207  

on  December  3rd.  Daniel  Stanbridge
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Towards  the  end  of  December  the  Virgin  Trains  Pretendalino  set  gained
a  new  look  in  the  shape  of  Freightliner  Class  90  045.  The  loco  was  used  for  several  
days  on  the  Euston  -­‐  Birmingham  circuit  and  also  ran  to  Wigan  with  a  football  

30th.  Richard  Hargreaves
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Manchester  Airport  service  on  December  11th.  Derek  Elston

  with  a  loaded  coal  train  on  December  18th.  

Above:  On  December  4th  Arriva  liveried  Class  57  314  and  57  316  stand  at  Crewe.  One  of  these  locos  usually  works  down  

Richard  Hargreaves

Below:  On  November  22nd  Class  66  101  and  66  107  are  seen  on  the  Railhead  treatment  train  at  Crewe,  
returning  from  Holyhead  via  Chester.  Colin  Irwin
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  Class47
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DBS  Class  60  045  heads  south  through  Acton  Bridge  with  a  Class  325  unit
on  December  23rd.    The  working  was  7P25  Warrington  Arpley  -­‐  Crewe  and  the  

Class  325  had  faulty  brakes  and  as  such  the  cargo  wagons  were  to  assist  braking  the  
train.  Dave  Harris
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Above:  On  December  18th,  London  Midland  Class  170  501  heads  through  Cosford
with  a  stopping  service  to  Birmingham  New  St.  

coal  hoppers.  Richard  Hargreaves

Holyhead  -­‐  Birmingham  New  Street  on  November  22nd.  Colin  Irwin
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Virgin  Trains  Class  221  115  displaying  Bombardier  Green  Planet  Vinyls  passes
  Dave  Harris
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DRS  Class  57  004  and  57  003  are  seen  stabled  at  York  on  December  11th.
The  pair  had  been  working  in  the  area  on  a  scrap  train  and  stabled  for  the  night  in  the  

parcles  sidings.  Class47

Christmas  period,  seen  here  on  December  22nd.  Class47
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On  December  22nd  Class  67  005  hauls  the  1M23  Shieldmuir  -­‐  Wembley  PRCD  

Dave  Harris
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Above:  On  December  17th,  Royal  Mail  Class  325  014  heads  a  working  
from  Warrington  to  Willesden  through  Acton  Bridge.

Right:  East  Coast  DVT  82228  is  seen  at  Doncaster  on  December  18th  looking  like  it
has  just  come  through  a  blizzard.  Class47

Crewe,  heading  for  the  LNWR  depot.  Richard  Hargreaves

Doncaster  on  December  11th.  
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Above:  Merseyrail  Class  507  006  is  seen  arriving  into  a  snow  covered  Chester
on  December  18th.  

Paul  Godding

evening  service  to  Ormskirk,  Derek  Elston



6968

Class  66  951  makes  a    welcome  sight  as  it  passes  Scunthorpe
  in  the  sun  with  6M05  Roxby  -­‐  Northenden  bins  on  December  1st.

Steve  Thompson
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through  Doncaster  on  December  11th.  
Below:  On  December  17th,  Class  59  203  heads  through  Acton  Bridge  working  a  freight  from

Liverpool  service.  
Below:  On  December  18th  Wrexham  and  Shropshire  Class  67  015  pauses  at  Cosford
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Above:  Tata  steel  liveried  Class  60  099  roars  through  Cheltenham  Spa  working  6E41  Westerleigh  -­‐  Lindsey
  empty  EWS  TEA/TDA  tanks  on  December  10th.  Daniel  Stanbridge

Below:  On  December  7th,  Network  Rail  pair  Class  31  465  tnt  31  602  with  the  1Q25  Hither  Green  -­‐  London  Cannon  St  
seen  here  passing  Waterloo  East.  Wayne  Radford

Above:  Class  67  029  heads  a  Royal  Mail  Class  325  unit  through  Acton  Bridge  on  
December  17th.  As  previous  years,  these  units  are  usually  loco  hauled  when  snow  is  about.  

Richard  Hargreaves
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Above:  On  December  1st,  Northern  Class  144  003,  is  seen  arriving  into  Scunthorpe  with
Steve  Thompson

25  minutes  by  train  from  Maidstone  East)  it  was  702  late.  Robert  Barton

Daniel  Stanbridge

Below:  Virgin  Trains  Pendolino  Class  390  018  speeds  through  Greenholme  on  December  20th.  We  assume  that  the  
  Ian  Furness
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Engineering  work  at  Reading  over  the  Christmas  period  meant  that  
many  First  Great  Western  services  were  diverted  and  ran  into  London

Waterloo.  One  such  service  was  this  Penzance  -­‐  London  seen  
  Class47
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Steve  Thompson

  Steve  Thompson

Above:  On  December  23rd,  DRS  Class  66  416  heads  through  the  up  slow  at  Acton  Bridge  
Dave  Harris

test  train.  DBSO  9702  was  on  the  rear,  December  14th.  Daniel  Stanbridge
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Above:  Freightliner  Class  90  045  heads  Virgin’s  1G15  London  Euston  -­‐  Birmingham  
New  St  out  of  the  mist  at  Bushey  on  December  30th.  Wayne  Radford

with  a  Manchester  Victoria  -­‐  Leeds  service.  Colin  Irwin

David  Hollowood  

Bristol  -­‐  London  Waterloo  through  Barnes  on  December  27th.  Wayne  Radford
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Class47

Steve  Thompson

Class47  

  on  December  18th.  Richard  Hargreaves
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  News and Features

to  all  services  between  Balloch  /  Helensburgh  -­‐  Airdrie  being  suspended,  December  1st.  Jonathan  McGurk  

due  to  the  adverse  weather  these  services  were  only  working  to  and  from  Dumbarton  Central
  Jonathan  McGurk

these  services  were  only  working  to  and  from  Dumbarton  Central  therefore  Helensburgh  -­‐  Airdrie  services  
Jonathan  McGurk

Scot-Rail - Life north of the border
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Scot-Rail - Life north of the border

Above:  On  December  6th,  First  Scotrail  (Barbie  liveried)  Class  156  476  is  seen  
arriving  into  Glasgow  Central.  Darrel  Hendrie

Darrel  Hendrie

On  December  8th,  Class  320  303  arrives  into    a  
Darrel  Hendrie
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Scot-Rail - Life north of the border

Jonathan  McGurk

Below:  Class  156  476  departs  Dumbarton  Central  with  the  18.21  1Y27  
Glasgow  Queen  St.  -­‐  Oban  service.  Jonathan  McGurk

Class  334  002  stands  at  a  snow  covered  Dunbarton  Central  on  December  21st.
Jonathan  McGurk
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Chris  Morrison

Chris  Morrison

Moor St. Re-opening Another  view  of  GWR  4073  Class  No.  5043  on  the  turning  move  from  
Park  Royal  to  Southall  as  it  passes  Castle  Bar  Park  with  Class  37  706  on  the  rear.

Chris  Morrison
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Class47

Below:  Bakerloo  line  1972  stock  is  seen  approaching  the  terminus  of  Queens  Park  on  December  30th.  

Above:  Hammersmith  and  City  C  series  stock  is  seen  at  Hammersmith  on  December  30th.  
Below:  Elderley  Metropolitan  line  A  series  stock  is  seen  arriving  into  Baker  St.  

Going Underground
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Derek  Elston

Below:  Metrolink  Tram  No.  3025  arrives  from  Austria  at  Manchester  Queens  Rd.  depot  on  December  11th.This  is  
alleged  to  be  the  last  tram  that  will  be  delivered  to  this  depot.  Future  deliveries  will  go  to  Ayres  Rd.  David  Hollowood

Manchester Metrolink

Derek  Elston



9796

Britain’s  Railways.

Penalty Fares
Query

Q:  I  use  Merseyrail  who  operate  a  PF  
scheme  across  their  network.

other  than  to  board  my  train  without  

available  opportunity.

My  journey  takes  me  across  Liverpool  

shown  as  10  minutes.  However,  you  
would  be  hard  pushed  to  get  from  the  

Added  to  this,  Merseyrail  have  been  

the  last  few  days,  with  30min  frequency  

having  another  30  minutes  to  wait.

On  this  occasion,  nothing  happened.  I  

opportunity  to  do  so  in  my  book).  
However,  I’d  appreciate  any  feedback  
regarding  what  is  considered  to  be  a  

and  get  back  down  for  the  next  train?  I’d  

say  that  is  not  an  ‘opportunity’  without  

delaying  your  journey,  and  you  are  not  

obliged  to  delay  your  journey.

you  require  though,  e.g.  if  you  had  a  30  

would  surely  be  enough.  10  minutes  at  

be  enough.  .  

Sheffield to Cardiff - 
High Fares

Q:  I’m  in  shock.  The  wife  and  I  are  going  

weeks.  We’d  planned  to  drive  down,  but  

quite  a  long  way,  so  I  thought  I’d  check  
out  the  price  to  go  by  train,  pref  First  

quieter  [fewer  loud  personal  stereos].

Even  standard  class,  which  we’re  not  that  

cheaper  than  that,  and,  door  to  door,  it’d  
actually  be  faster.
Obviously  we’re  going  to  drive.
But,  apparently,  even  charging  those  
exhorbitant  fares,  the  railways  lose  loads  
of  money.  
Something  is  very  wrong  somewhere.......

What  makes  it  even  harder  to  swallow  
is  that  most  people  on  those  trains  will  
probably  have  rail  cards  and  not  even  
paying  these  huge  fares.
We’ve  just  checked  up  and  there  really  is  
no  rail  card  the  wife  and  I  can  buy.

students,  one  for  OAPs  and,  (the  one  

card.
Why  does  it  annoy  us  so  much  ?
Well,  unless  I’ve  read  it  wrong,  up  to  4  
adults  can  travel  at  a  discount,  but,  and  
here’s  the  discriminatory  catch,  there  has  
to  be  a  child  travelling  with  them.  
How  fair  is  that  ?
As  far  as  I  understand  it,  the  child  
doesn’t  even  have  to  be  related  to  any  
of  the  adults  or,  in  fact  any  of  the  party  

And  we  both  pay  taxes  that  go  into  the  
railway  subsidy.

We  do.  

A:  £83.40  is  the  increased  price  (I  agree  

it’s  expensive  now,  thanks  to  XC!)  for  

1  month.  The  only  train  you  can’t  get  is  

may  wish  to  consider  Advance  fares,  as  

on  Monday  17  Jan  the  0423  is  only  £16  

single  (and  I  also  checked  the  next  

Monday  too,  the  price  was  the  same).  

purchased.

As  for  First  Class,  you  could  pay  for  

Weekend  First  on  Saturday,  and  on  

perhaps  changing  at  Bristol  to  get  a  

spacious  HST  back,  and  then  I  am  sure  

you  will  get  seats.

you  can  get  fares  down  to  £16  each  way,  

that’s  £64  return  for  two  people;  a  huge  

saving.

by  going  via  the  Hope  Valley  &  Marches  

going  to  help  your  case.

Ticket Advice for All

We  believe  this  to  be  the  best  source  of  

as  we  have  a  team  of  people  who  are  fa-­‐
miliar  with  the  complex  rail  fares  system  
who  can  help  you.  

Never  pay  over  the  odds  again,  and  ask  

Fares Advice with RailUK

for  rail  travel  in  and  around  the  capital.

With  the  number  of  passengers  travelling  into  London  in  the  busiest  hours  set  to  grow  by  more  than  a  third  by  2031,  

Produced  in  partnership  with  the  rail  industry,  the  Department  for  Transport  and  Transport  for  London,  the  strategy  

-­‐

Assuming  these  are  implemented  in  full,  the  strategy  concludes  that  overall  peak  capacity  in  the  London  suburban  area  

line  and  more  trains  on  the  Windsor  lines  into  Waterloo.  It  also  recommends  further  developing  proposals  for  future  

to  Heathrow.
On  a  small  number  of  routes  into  London  it  is  clear  that  a  new  approach  will  be  needed  to  meet  forecast  future  demand.  

become  much  more  complex  and  costly  within  

new  lines  –  may  be  needed.  

Eastern  and  South  West  main  lines,  with  
commuters  on  some  outer  suburban  services  

here  will  require  a  broader  debate,  looking  at  

interacts  with  housing  policy  and  can  drive  

Paul  Plummer,  Network  Rail’s  director  of  

working  with  the  partners  to  agree  long  term  

prepare  for  its  future;  to  put  the  right  transport
  infrastructure  in  place  to  support  the  businesses  and  commuters  of  tomorrow.

changes  to  how  we  live,  work  and  travel.
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running.
ScotRail’s  pioneering  methods  to  remove  blocks  of  ice  and  compacted  snow  
from  its  trains  are  a  success,  it  has  been  revealed.
  

water  lances  and  a  new  biodegradable  de-­‐icing  spray  –  has  resulted  in  30%  more  

  

are  wrapped  round  trains,  allowing  hot  air  blowers  to  disperse  ice  and  snow  

  

  

  

robust  service  this  week.  
  
Charlie  Shiells,    managing  director  of  ScotRail’s  maintenance  contractor  CPMS,  

  

tunnels  being  used  this  way,  but  are  delighted  to  help.    The  material  is  designed  

  

airport  will  be  introduced.

There  will  be  16  daily  services  between  Yorkshire  and  Liverpool,  except  on  Sundays  when  there  will  be  14.

another  piece  of  the  jigsaw  for  the  Airport,  opening  up  public  transport  access  to  the  Airport  from  parts  of  the  North  of  
England  not  previously  served  before.  Passengers  will  now  be  able  to  access  the  airport  by  train  from  a  far  wider  

to  users  of  the  facility.

Network  Rail  is  progressing  with  the  planning  of  the  project  to  install  a  passing  loop  on  the  line  at  Beccles  which  will  
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CAMPAIGN  TO  STOP  THIEVES  ON  THE  LINE  

A  region-­‐wide  campaign  by  Network  Rail  to  beat  cable  thieves  has  been  touring  the  North  West  of  England.
Signage  is  being  placed  at  trackside  warning  would-­‐be  thieves  that  SmartWater  forensic  spray  devices  are  now  in  use  
across  the  area.

train  operators,  their  passengers  and  freight.

put  more  lorries  on  already  overcrowded  roads.

To  further  close  the  net  on  metal  thieves,  all  Network  Rail  cable  in  the  area  is  being  treated  with  SmartWater.  Every  mile  
of  track  will  be  given  its  own  unique  chemical  code  and  logged  on  GPS  trackers,  so  if  stolen  it  can  be  traced  back  to  its  

spreading  more  forensic  evidence  onto  tools  and  vehicles  used  to  cut  and  transport  stolen  cable.

Earlier  this  year  SmartWater  was  deployed  along  an  isolated  hotspot  area  of  track  in  the  West  Midlands  and  it  is  also  used  

  Liverpool  and  Manchester.

SmartWater  is  just  one  of  the  ways  in  which  Network  Rail  is  deterring  thieves.  Where  possible  cable  will  be  buried  

Network  Rail  is  also  working  closely  with  train  operators  such  as  Virgin  and  London  Midland  whose  trains  have  on-­‐board  

as  they  leave  troughing  lids,  tools  or  materials  strewn  on  or  near  the  line,  which  is  an  added  hazard  to  trains.  We  have  
-­‐

cesses  that  allow  us  to  download  data  from  the  train  to  Network  Rail  in  minutes.  The  use  of  SmartWater  and  investment  

Police  will  be  stepping  up  visits  to  scrap  dealers  in  the  area  to  search  for  any  stolen  cable.  Many  dealers  who  buy  stolen  

railway  and  is  a  high  priority  crime  for  us.

daily  business.

-­‐
way  operators.

people  arrive  at  their  yard  with  metal  and  cable  to  sell.

-­‐
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DESPITE  ARCTIC  WINTER  

Milngavie,  in  the  west,  to  Bathgate  and  Edinburgh  in  the  east.

service  between  Airdrie  and  Bathgate,  via  Blackridge.

number.

route.

be  enhanced  as  more  new  Class  380  trains  are  introduced  on  Ayrshire,  Inverclyde  and  Renfrewshire  routes  to  and  from  
Glasgow  Central.The  new  trains  –  the  largest  order  of  its  kind  in  a  decade  –  will  allow  Class  334  trains  to  move  from  these  
routes  to  the  Glasgow  to  Edinburgh  via  Airdrie  and  Bathgate  line.

15  minutes  to  be  launched  next  spring.

bridges  along  the  line  of  route  have  either  been  upgraded  or  replaced.
Granted  royal  assent  in  2006,  more  than  1,000  workers  were  on-­‐site  or  servicing  the  worksites  during  the  peak  period  of  

The  longest  new  passenger  line  in  Scotland  for  over  a  century,  the  rail  link  is  expected  to  generate  new  socio-­‐economic  

The  original  railway  between  Airdrie  and  Bathgate  closed  to  passenger  trains  in  1956  and  to  freight  services  in  1982.

Photo:  ©  Network  Rail
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recently  announced.

to  sustain  investment  in  the  railways  by  reducing  the  amount  that  taxpayers  contribute  and  requiring  passengers  to  pay  
more.

  

Q&A

Why  do  fares  go  up  every  year?

railways  by  reducing  the  amount  that  taxpayers  contribute  and  requiring  passengers  to  pay  more.
Even  with  the  increases  announced  today,  the  money  passengers  spend  on  fares  covers  around  only  half  the  cost  of  run-­‐

passenger.

Who  decides  the  level  at  which  fares  should  rise?

Fares  are  determined  largely  as  a  result  of  Government  policy.  About  half  of  fares  are  directly  regulated  according  to  a  

set  out  in  their  franchise  agreements  with  the  Government.

funding  of  the  railways  from  the  taxpayer  to  the  passenger.

Where  does  the  money  go?

For  every  pound  spent  on  the  railways,  on  average:
48p  goes  to  Network  Rail  (which  charges  operators  to  access  the  tracks)  and  other  infrastructure  costs

11p  on  leasing  trains
4p  on  fuel  /  energy

will  rise  to:

There  are  tens  of  millions  of  fares  in  the  system  to  get  millions  of  passengers  around  the  country  every  day.

their  train  company  from  the  start  of  December.

To  get  a  good  deal,  wherever  they  can,  people  should:
-­‐  Book  early

the  best  deals  and  a  Cheapest  Fare  Finder

annual  real  terms  increase  since  1996  is  1.3%  (including  the  2011  rise);  this  compares  to  a  2.7%  increase  during  the  last  20  

distance  routes.  However,  only  around  2%  of  journeys  are  made  using  these  fares.
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Virgin  Trains’  plan  to  relieve  Friday  evening  
crowding  approved  

to  operate  between  London  and  Manchester  on  Friday  evenings.  Approval  was  given  on  15  December  2010.

over  the  last  six  years  and  is  now  set  to  carry  its  250  millionth  passenger,  since  taking  over  the  West  Coast  franchise  in  
March  1997,  in  early  2011.  The  number  of  passengers  travelling  at  weekends  has  increased  by  a  staggering  45%  in  the  
last  two  years.
The  Department  for  Transport  (DfT)  approved  the  proposals  made  by  Virgin  Trains  to  manage  crowding  on  Friday  
evenings,  which  has  seen  some  passengers  unable  to  join  their  chosen  train.

result  of  a  partnership  approach  between  Virgin  Trains  and  the  Department  for  Transport.  We  are  pleased  that  Transport  
Secretary  Philip  Hammond  recognises  the  success  that  we  have  had  in  increasing  passenger  numbers  and  has  endorsed  

The  DfT  approval  allows  the  following  service  changes  to  be  made:

May  2011,  except  for  Good  Friday  and  the  Friday  of  the  Royal  Wedding,  when  these  changes  will  apply  on  the  

plans  is  good  news  for  our  passengers  and  will  provide  over  400  extra  seats  on  the  Manchester  route  when  they  are  

  

  

  

  

  

  

The  improvements  have  been  funded  by  Lancashire  County  Council,  Hyndburn  Borough  council  and  Network  Rail  
drawing  on  money  from  local  business  development  and  the  Interreg  IVB  European  funding  programme  and  Northern  
Rail.  

Councillor  Malcolm  Pritchard,  the  Mayor  of  Hyndburn,  County  Councillor  Tim  Ashton,  Lancashire  County  Council’s  

Anke  Mollers  from  the  Interreg  IVB  Secretariat.  

real  welcome  to  the  town.  

project.  

Transport  (DfT).
The  franchise  will  now  run  for  a  period  of  up  to  two  years  to  26  May  2013;  it  was  due  to  expire  in  May  2011.    

testament  to  our  highly  professional  team  who  have  made  c2c  one  of  the  best  performing  train  operators  in  Britain.

franchise  extension  will  see  c2c  providing  services  for  the  London  Olympics.    
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TRAIN  PERFORMANCE  HIT  BY  SEVERE  WINTER  WEATHER  

11  December  (period  nine),  especially  in  Scotland,  the  north  east  and  across  the  south  east  of  England  train  

number  of  trains  possible.  Reliability  becomes  more  important  to  passengers  than  high  levels  of  punctuality.  

During  period  nine,  18  of  the  19  operators  saw  their  performance  dip  compared  to  the  same  period  last  year.  

Photo:  ©  Network  Rail
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NORWICH  –  CAMBRIDGE  TRAINS

Over  800,000  journeys  are  now  being  made  on  the  route  each  year  which  has  seen  consistent  growth  since  the  service  
was  launched  in  2002  and  an  increase  in  passenger  journeys  of  over  70  per  cent  in  the  last  5  years.    
The  rail  link  was  launched  8  years  ago  following  a  successful  campaign  to  restore  a  regular  direct  train  service  between  

Mondays  to  Saturdays,  plus  12  trains  each  way  (24  in  total)  on  Sundays.

story  and  we  want  to  encourage  even  more  passengers  to  take  the  train  by  providing  more  seats  on  our  services.  The  
upgrade  from  two  carriage  Class  170  trains  to  three  carriage  Class  170  trains  which  we’ve  now  introduced  enables  the  

  

month  has  been  a  good  one  for  me,  but  I  did  feel  sick  on  
the  train  home  from  London  recently...  travelling  second  

prices  weren’t  normally  so  expensive...  But  then  I  

The  whole  London  thing  was  a  Christmas  present  for  me  
and  Andy,  and  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  say  
a  big  thank  you  to  David  the  co-­‐editor  who  gave  us  the  

and  drink  (my  favourite  part)  and  with  a  large  window  
with  a  very  large  view  over  Heathrow  airport  (Andy’s  
favourite  part)...  Although  I  must  admit  I  really  did  enjoy  

Andy  however  wasn’t  fussed  about  the  free  food  because  
there  was  a  McDonalds  across  the  road  from  the  hotel.  
I  must  add  that  the  break  in  the  hotel  was  a  special  deal  

and  therefore  if  you  want  to  enjoy  the  same  luxury  and  

health  club)  then  you  should  contact  David  for  details.  

Why  is  it  that  when  I  am  on  a  tube  journeys  in  London

At  one  point  I  actually  breathed  a  sigh  of  relief  on  an  
overground  train  as  a  man  that  was  stood  talking  to  
himself  walked  through  to  another  carriage.
I  don’t  think  I  will  ever  fully  relax  on  a  train  or  tube  in  

by  my  boring  ramblings....Well,  sorry  but  it’s  not  my  fault  
that  Andy  and  David  nag  at  me  each  month  when  my  

about  what  I  could  write  about  please  drop  me  an  email,  
I  always  love  the  fan  mail.
     megan.thomason@railtalkmagazine.co.uk

View from the Outside

Record  Christmas  sales  at  Virgin  Trains  despite  the  snow  
Virgin  Trains  had  record  sales  during  the  run-­‐up  to  Christmas,  despite  some  of  the  worst  December  weather  for  more  
than  40  years.

Ticket  sales  increased  5%  during  the  seven  days  leading  up  to  Christmas  (December  18-­‐24),  compared  to  the  same  period  

England,  north  Wales  and  the  Midlands.

Rail,  and  train  maintenance  companies  Alstom  and  Bombardier  worked  around  the  clock  to  ensure  services  kept  going.  
This  meant  that,  during  December,  Virgin  Trains  ran  well  over  90%  of  services  on  its  750-­‐mile  network.

with  over  620,000  made,  up  14%  on  the  previous  year.

mailto:megan.thomason%40railtalkmagazine.co.uk?subject=from%20the%20outside
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your  chance  to  let  everyone  know  where  to  go  for  
something  to  eat  or  drink,  (eg:  cafe,  takeaway,  sandwich  
shop)  when  out  and  about.  It  can  also  be  about  whilst  
you  are  on  a  railtour  or  sampling  the  delights  of  on  train  
catering.

Well  this  month  I  have  to  thank  the  Editor  and  Meggy  

place  to  visit  when  in  London,  and  they  say  that  the  food  
is  excellent.  

Opening  Hours:
Monday  to  Friday  6:30  am  to  11  pm  

Saturday  7:30  am  to  11  pm
  Sunday  8am  to  10  pm

vantage  point  to  watch  the  hustle  and  bustle  of  the  

  

Andy  says  that  the  food  is  excellent  and  on  his  last  visit  

had  the  vegetarian  lasagne  which  also  was  great  and  came  
with  chips,  and  the  drinks  that  they  had  were  very  large  
and  good  value  for  money.  

Previously  they  both  have  had  sandwiches  and  again  

travelling  around  by  train,  they  simply  are  the  most  
conveniant  place  to  get  something  to  eat.

One  thing  at  Pumpkin  stands  out  more  than  any  other  and  

going  for  many  months  to  come.

As  I  always  say,  if  you  know  of  anywhere  that  is  worth  a  

steve.roberts@railtalkmagazine.co.uk

Stephen  W  Roberts

The Nosh Report CrossCountry  freeze  costs  of  online  Advance  fares  for  2011

journeys.  
All  70,000  First  Class  and  Standard  Advance  fares  for  journeys  on  CrossCountry’s  services  are  being  frozen  at  their  2010  

on  CrossCountry’s  extensive  range  of  services  from  Scotland  to  the  South  Coast  and  South  West  and  from  Wales  to  the  
Midlands  and  East  Anglia.  They  are  amongst  the  most  popular  rail  fares  sold  by  CrossCountry,  with  an  average  60,000  
customer  making  journeys  using  Advance  fares  each  week.  

Newcastle.  

ahead.  

out  our  website  before  looking  elsewhere  if  you  want  to  save  money  on  your  rail  journeys

WiFi  on  Meridian  trains  

they  travel,  with  the  train  operator’s  brand  new  on  board  WiFi  service.  

East  Midlands  Trains  started  the  roll  out  of  its  new  on  board  WiFi  in  September  this  year,  with  the  service  being  piloted  

WiFi  on  the  vast  majority  of  our  trains  to  and  from  London.  We  have  also  introduced  the  iPass  corporate  WiFi  facility  
which  is  being  used  by  our  customers.  

and  London  St  Pancras  and  the  newly-­‐opened  Business  Lounge  at  East  Midlands  Parkway.  The  roll  out  to  our  train  ser-­‐

debit  or  credit  card  through  the  online  secure  payment  page.  

a  member  of  the  on  train  team.    

mailto:steve.roberts%40railtalkmagazine.co.uk?subject=nosh%20report
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  A Different View
Paul  Godding
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The  snow  and  ice  on  the  overhead  catenery
certainly  causes  a  great  deal  of  arcing  as  shown  by  

Class  320  307,  with  just  a  brief  pause  as  it  passes  under  the  bridge.  Jonathan  McGurk
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A  very  cold  looking  Cross  Country  Class  220  is  seen  covered  in  ice

Above:  London  Midland  -­‐  making  good  use  of  technology.  Class47
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  Preserved RailwaysEast Lancashire Railway

ELR  Autumn  Steam  Gala
BR  Standard  5  4-­‐6-­‐0  No.  73129  leads  LMS  Black  5  4-­‐6-­‐0  No.  45337  across  Burrs  viaduct  

between  Bury  and  Summerseat  heading  northbound  on  October  24th.
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service  to  Heywood  crossing  Burrs  viaduct  on  October  24th.  
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through  Burrs  Country  Park,  about  to  cross  Burrs  Viaduct  on  October  24th.  
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LNER  Peppercorn  A1  4-­‐6-­‐2  No.  60163  works  towards  Bury  from  Heywood
with  a  service  to  Rawtenstall  seen  just  before  crossing  the  M66  on  October  27th.

LMS  Black  5  4-­‐6-­‐0  No.  45337  is  seen  here  ascending  the  ski  jump  with  a  service  from  
Heywood  to  Rawtenstall.
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LMS  Black  5  4-­‐6-­‐0  No.  45337  crosses  7  arches  viaduct  between  Heywood  and  Bury,  
working  a  service  from  Heywood  to  Rawtenstall  on  October  24th.
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The  trolley  is  rotated  on  ex  Blackpool  Rail  Grinder  No.752.  
Colin  Irwin

Heaton Park, Manchester

Blackpool  Tram  day  at  Heaton  Park.  
Several  Blackpool  trams  were  transported  to  Manchester  especially  for  this  
event  on  November  21st.  Built  in  1901  this  is  Blackpool  Marton  Box  No.31.  

Colin  Irwin
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Making  a  special  journey  from  Blackpool  for  the  event  was  open  top  
Colin  Irwin

The  Great  Central  Railway  is  delighted  to  announce  a  visit  

will  take  place  in  the  Autumn  of  2011.  

takes  place  from  the  6th  to  the  9th,  presented  in  

The  Great  Western  Society  chairman,  Richard  Croucher  

Great  Central  Railway  in  October,  which  we  are  very  
pleased  to  receive  and  accept.

It  will  give  the  Society  the  chance  to  accumulate  some

We  are  aware  that  many  people  are  looking  forward  to  

  

the  GCR.

will  be  announced  closer  to  the  visit.

Which  way  is  Blackpool?

http://www.gcrailway.co.uk/
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Northampton  &  Lamport  Railway  on  December  27th.  Derek  Elston

 Northampton & Lamport
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is  stabled  in  the  sidings  of  the  Northampton  &  Lamport  Railway,  
on  December  27th.  Derek  Elston
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at  the  Northampton  &  Lamport  Railway  on  December  27th.
Derek  Elston
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Above:  A  derelict  Fowler  0-­‐4-­‐0  shunter,  No.  21,    stands  in  the  sidings  at  the  
Northampton  &  Lamport  Railway  on  December  27th.  Derek  Elston  

Derek  Elston

http://www.c58lg.co.uk
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from  Lee  Moor  Crossing  to  Marsh  Mill  on  December  5th.
Steve  Andrews

Plym Valley Railway
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Class  37  109  is  seen  at  Froghall  on  November  26th.Churnet Valley Railway
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Wensleydale Railway

GCR  WINTER  GALA

engine  line  up  for  a  spectacular  three  day  Winter  Gala  in  

the’Big  4’  companies  will  be  represented,  with  no

No.  5526  which  along  with  another  guest,  GWR  1400  class  

up.

gala  team  have  pulled  out  the  stops  again,  producing  yet  

theme  gives  us  licence  to  showcase  all  sorts  of  classes.  The  
GCR  was  of  course  connected  to  Banbury,  allowing  it  to  be  

Two  gala  highlights  will  undoubtedly  be  the  autocoach  in  

to  watch  passing  trains)  and  the  appearance  of  the
heavy  freight  2800  No.  3850  on  the  GCRs  famous  mineral  

trains.  In  the  evening  the  shed  apron  will  be  open  from

following  day.  
Please  note  this  is  not  an  illuminated  photographers  

Also  on  Friday  evening  there  is  a  special  enthusiasts  dining  
train,  with  a  reduced  rate  available  to  anyone  with  a  travel  

-­‐

guided  tours  of  the  Loughborough  shed  on  each  day  of  the
event.

will  now  not  take  place.

Class47

Andy

Class47

http://www.gcrailway.co.uk/
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  Andy
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this  fact  is  something  that  the  EE  designers  would  not  have  thought  possible,  back  in  1961  when  the  majority  of  the  small  

D9001  began  the  types  BR  career  on  23rd  February  1961,  D9000  followed  5  days  later  on  the  28th.  The  remaining  Class  

D9000  was  originally  allocated  to  64B,  Edinburgh’s  Haymarket  depot,  where  she  spent  the  majority  of  her  working  life.  The  

second  mainline  career  working  charters  throughout  much  of  Britain  and  also  marked  the  Class’s  return  to  scheduled  work  

-­‐

events.  

Followed  on  the  Sunday,  by  a  Paddington  to  Preston  journey,  all  three  days  giving  a  total  of  around  1250  miles  of  travel  

Full  details  and  a  booking  form  can  be  found  on  our  website  www.royalscotsgrey.com  or  can  be  obtained  by  calling  Beaver  

Class47

http://royalscotsgrey.com
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Class  37s  50th  Anniversary

Class47

Bo’ness & Kinneil Railway 
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Mid  Hants  to  become  7  days
a  week  commuter  railway

&  Four  Marks  to  Alton  in  Hampshire  is  set  to  operate  for  

The  lightweight  railcar  will  connect  with  South  West  
Trains’  service  to  London  Waterloo,will  be  wearing  GOCO  

aiming  to  move  to  a  permanent  service  during  2011.  

that  would  normally  be  considered  too  small  for  a  rail  

including  many  London  commuters  looking  for  a  

use  of  a  smaller  engine  and  hence  minimises  emissions.  
Also,  we  will  be  looking  into  sourcing  waste  oils  that  can  
be  recycled  into  biodiesel,  so  that  we  can  truly  describe  

The  scheme  is  possible  through  the  support  of  Hampshire  
County  Council  and  Mid  Hants  Railway.

Finance  has  been  provided  a  through  special  issue  of  loan  

service  to  the  public  -­‐  we  hope  you  will  join  us  on  a  GOCO  

the  service,  meet  the  team  delivering  it,  and  join  with  us  

train.

Another  view  of  Class  37  906,  with  West  Coast’s
Class  37  685  just  visible  behind  the  shed.  Andy

Andy

Below:  Visitor  to  the  line,  Class  37  906,  waits  to  depart  at  Bo’ness.  Class47

http://www.gcrailway.co.uk/
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Andy



159158

      St  Albans  Signal  Box  

©  Duncan  Philips/NRHA

Photos  Opposite:  St.  Albans  Signal  Box  Exterior  and  Interior.    ©  John  Webb
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considerable  amount  of  money  on  repairing  both  locos  and  your  help  would  be  appreciated.  

40  135

20th  December  2010  had  to  be  postponed.  We  are  now  intending  to  move  the  loco  to  Barrow  Hill  in  mid  January.  

loco  and  inspect  the  damaged  segmental  bearing  assembly  at  No.1  end.  

suggested  repair  work.

40  145

Sincere  apologies  to  Neil  Boden  for  the  inconvenience  this  has  caused  him.

circuit  have  been  fully  checked  and  no  fault  has  been  found.  I  believe  that  this  fault  has  been  slowly  developing  over  the  

overhauled  was  back  in  1980  by  BR,  so  I  suppose  30  years  use  is  a  good  innings!  Thank  you  to  David  Peacock  for  

HNRC  have  now  been  contracted  to  undertake  a  power  unit  removal  and  split  the  main  generator  from  the  engine.  It  

their  work  and  are  approved  suppliers  to  HNRC,  DRS  and  many  others.

Whilst  the  generator  is  away  under  repair,  The  CFPS  engineering  team  will  clean  the  engine  room  and  then  repaint  and  

spruce  up  the  area  to  create  a  nice  clean  environment  to  work  in  for  when  the  power  unit  returns  from  its  overhaul.

for  their  help.

our  website,  www.cfps.co.uk.

Mainline  once  again.

Cubicle  has  been  fully  checked  over  &  cleaned.

4  x  Exhaust  bellows  have  been  renewed.

Cracks  in  air  manifolds  have  been  repaired.

If  anyone  wishes  to  join  the  engineering  team  and  assist  with  the  varied  work  planned  in  2011  at  The  ELR  and  on  our  

yourself  and  colleagues  when  working  on  or  close  to  the  railway.

Photo:  Class  40  145  on  the  main  line,  don’t  let  it  just  be  a  memory.  

http://www.cfps.co.uk/
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Santa  Specials
Above:  On  December  24th,  Class  50  015  passes  Springside  Farm  on  the  last  day  of  Santa  Specials.  Ian  Furness  

Ian  Furness

East Lancashire Railway
Heywood  on  December  19th.  Ian  Furness
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  From the Archives 

Derek  Elston
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  Derek  Elston

Derek  Elston

Above:  New  Class  56  058  is  stabled  at  Wellingborough  for  crew  training  purposes,  May  22nd  1979.  Derek  Elston
Below:  Class  56  105  pauses  at  Crewe  with  a  fuel  oil  train  on  a  cold  December  23rd  1995.  Richard  Hargreaves
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Above:  Class  60  070  pauses  at  Newport  on  November  6th  1999.  Paul  Godding

the  0812  Newcastle  to  Poole  service.  Derek  Hopkins
Derek  Elston
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Above:  A  pair  of  Class  50s  are  seen  at  London  Waterloo  with  services  to  Exeter  in  1982.  Derek  Elston
Below:  Class  37  273  gets  transformed  into  37  410  at  Crewe  Works  on  August  11th  1985.  Derek  Hopkins

Above:  Class  40  049  gets  the  chop  inside  Crewe  Wks  Old  Foundry  on  August  11th  1985.  Derek  Hopkins
Below:  Class  33  119  stands  at  Bournemouth  on  August  4th  1985  with  a  Waterloo  to  Weymouth  service.  Derek  Hopkins
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Derek  Elston

Below:  Class  307  130  pauses  at  Leeds  whilst  working  the  local  service  to  Doncaster.  Derek  Elston

Norwich  on  April  15th  2004.  



  The Back Page
Thanks  for  reading  this  issue,  
see  you  again  next  month.

On  December  4th  Class  86  639  and  86  604  are  seen  paired  up  at  Crewe.  Another  year  passes  in  the  history  of  these  
locos  and  they  seem  to  carry  on  regardless.  Many  newer  classes  have  passed  from  main  line  use  yet  these  locos  seem  

to  live  on.  No  doubt  2011  will  be  just  another  year  for  them.  Richard  Hargreaves


