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Submissions & Contributions

Railtalk Magazine, a magazine written by the
Enthusiast for the Enthusiast. So why not join
the team. We are always looking for talented
photographers and writers to join us at Railtalk.
Be it though pictorial submissions or via a
written article featuring an event or railtour,

we greatly appreciate any contributions to the

magazine however big or small.

Photographic Contributions

All Photographic contributions should to be sent
to us via email, post or via the members section
page on our website. Contact addresses are

provided above.

All images should be provided at a resolution of
at least 2400px x 1700px at 240dpi.

Welcome to

It’s not often that we hear of good
news regarding the railways these
days, but | was pleased to read
that HS2 rail freight deliveries have
taken 300,000 truck journeys off
Buckinghamshire’s roads. Not that
| am entirely in favour of HS2 but
certainly ifitis being built then I think
it is only right that materials should
be brought by rail.

The report goes on to say that the
first freight trains have arrived at
HS2’s newest Buckinghamshire
construction hub as the high-
speed rail project confirmed that
the new facility is expected to take
the equivalent of 300,000 lorry
movements off local roads. Situated
on an existing freight line north of
Aylesbury, the new railhead will
welcomeapproximately 1,800freight
trains over the next three years as
construction of HS2 gathers pace.

Delivering this material by rail
instead of HGV is expected to save
27,903 tCO2e (tonnes of carbon) - the
equivalentof 126 million milesdriven
by an average petrol car or 156,408
return journeys between London and
Edinburgh.

The news comes two years after
HS2 began delivering construction
materialtoitsotherBuckinghamshire
sites by rail. In that time 655 trains
have delivered 1.1 million tonnes
of aggregate, removing more than
116,000 truck journeys from the
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road and saving an estimated 13,000
tonnes of COZ2e.

ThenewsitenearQuainton,will allow
HS2 to continue shipping material by
rail as construction ramps up and is
expected to handle 3 million tonnes
of material - mainly aggregates used
for construction. Once on site, most
of the material will be stockpiled
before being moved up or down the
trace of the new high speed line on
a series of dedicated haul roads to
keep it away from local road users.

Welcoming the news, HS2 Ltd Senior
Project Manager Paul Marshall said:
“We are serious about reducing
the impact of construction on the
local community and promoting
sustainable construction methods.
That’'s why we started delivering
materials by rail two years ago and
thisnewrailheadwillhelpuscontinue
to take huge numbers of trucks off
local roads. We’ve been working
closely with Network Rail, EKFB and
the Freight Operators for a number
of years to make this possible, and to
deliver not only low carbon journeys
for our passengers, but also cut
carbon in construction.”

The railhead was set up by HS2’s
main works contractor EKFB - ateam
made up of Eiffage, Kier, Ferrovial
Construction and Bam Nuttall. EKFB
is delivering the 80km central section
of the route, including 17 viaducts,
81 bridges and three cut and cover

‘ereen tunnels..

They worked with a team from
Network Rail who have completed a
seriesof alterations which willenable
freight services to operate in and out
of the new railhead at Quainton.

Simon Winfield, head of delivery unit
for Network Rail, said: “Our team
have worked at pace to complete
adjustmentsonthissectionofrailway
which will help our partners at HS2
to reduce carbon by taking lorries off
the roads in Buckinghamshire.

“Network Rail staff will continue to
support the material by rail freight
operation in Quainton by ensuring
that trains are safely operated in and
out of the new railhead.”

And in other news, no surprise
that Great British Railways is set to
be delayed as the creation of the
new ‘guiding mind’ Great British
Railways and the passing of an Act
of Parliament is likely to be delayed
until the spring, according to reports,
as government and Parliament
remain tangled in wider political and
economic problems.

Once again, thanks for all the
photos sent in this month, we really
appreciate the time taken to send
them to us. Until next month, stay
safe.

Andy

This Page
During a downpour, Class 56 049 and 56 105 top’n’tail a
RHTT working through Llanfair PG on October 7th.

Jeff Nicholls

Front Cover

With Ely Cathedral in the distance, GBRf’s Class 66 711
passes Ely South on October 18th whilst working 4L01

Hams Hall to Felixstowe South. Anton Kendall

/


mailto:editor%40railtalkmagazine.co.uk?subject=
mailto:charter.scene%40railtalkmagazine.co.uk?subject=
mailto:nosh.report%40railtalkmagazine.co.uk?subject=Food%20for%20Thought%21

Terms & Conditions

Railtalk Magazine is a free monthly online digital we will be happy to provide details of respective
magazine (e-mag), provided in PDF format. owners once permission has been granted to
pass on such information.

Railtalk Magazine takes no responsibility for any

information provided or printed in this magazine. Railtalk Magazine is published by

Best efforts are made at the point of going to HAD-PRINT a trading name of HAD-IT LIMITED.
publish, to effect all information is correct,
however no guarantees are given or implied. HAD-PRINT

Unit 2-4, France Ind. Complex,
All content is © copyright either Railtalk Magazine Vivars Way, Canal Road, Selby
or it’s respective owners. All items are credited North Yorkshire YO8 8BE
to their respective owners and no parts of the
magazine should be reproduced without first info@had-print.co.uk | 01757 600211
obtaining permission. In cases where ownership

is unclear, please contact the editorial team and

On October 7th, the 0243 formed of Rail Adventure power cars Nos. 43480 and 43468 pass
through Radley running from Eastleigh Arlington (Zg) to Tyseley Steam Trust.

With Thanks

Once again many thanks to

the many people who have
contributed, it really makes our task
of putting this magazine together

a joy when we see so many great
photos.

These issues wouldn’t be possible
without: Ken Abram,

Derek Aldcroft,

Michael J Alderdice, John Alsop,
Steve Andrews, Ray Anslow,
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Tim Bott, Ben Bucki, lan Callandar,
Keith Chapman, Steve Chapman,
Julian Churchill, Nick Clemson,
John Coleman, Keith Davies,
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Robert Duff,
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Dave Mather, David Mead,
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David Pratt, Neil Pugh,

Tim Richardson, Alan Rigby,
Charlie Robbins, Bryan Roberts,
Dennis Rowland, Tim Saunders,
Neil Scarlett, Stephen Simpson,
Alan Sinclair, Gary Smith,

Stewart Smith, Lee Stanford,
Steve Stepney, John Stubbington,
Simon Thomas,

Steve Thompson, Brian Turner,
Allison Twycross.

Tim Ward, David Wood,

Leuan Wood, Shep Woolley and the
guys at RailUK.
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Glasgow to London Euston.

West Coast

Pendolinos pass at Winwick on October 22nd as
Class 390 152 working the 1P62 London Euston to
Preston service passes 390 121 working the 1M12
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West Coast Partnership Contract Extension

FirstGroup plc has announced that it has agreed with the Department for
Transport (‘DfT’) to extend the current contractual arrangements for the
West Coast Partnership (‘WCP’) to the end of March 2023.

The WCP rail contract comprises operation of Avanti West Coast and acting
as shadow operator to the HS2 programme.

WCP is currently operating under an Emergency Recovery Measures
Agreement (‘ERMA’) which was put in place by the DfT in September 2020 to
provide continuity for rail passengers and the industry during the recovery
from the coronavirus pandemic.

The ERMA arrangements for WCP were previously set to expire on October
16th 2022 and will now run until the end of March 2023 under broadly the
same terms and conditions.

Discussions are ongoing with DfT regarding the longer-term National Rail
Contract for WCP.

Commenting, Graham Sutherland, FirstGroup Chief Executive Officer said:
“We are committed to working closely with government and our partners
across the industry to deliver a successful railway that serves the needs of
our customers and communities. This agreement allows our team at Avanti
West Coast to sustain their focus on delivering their robust plan to restore
services to the levels that passengers rightly expect.”
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AbusysceneatPeak Foreston October17th
as Class 66 190 slowly propels wagons into
the quarry for loading as 60 092 sits silently
in the headshunt.

First-in-class fitment of ETCS now underway on Db Class 66 locomotive

WorkhasbeguntoinstallthelatestversionoftheEuropean
Train Control System (ETCS) to a UK freight locomotive,
marking the beginning of fitment to freight vehicles in
the UK as part of the East Coast Digital Programme. After
several years of design and planning, DB Cargo UK’s
Class 66 locomotive No.66 039 has now been delivered
to Electro-Motive Diesel’s engineering workshop in
Doncaster where the technological transformation will
take place. The ‘first-in-class’ fitment will take around six
months to complete and is a significant milestone in the
roll-out of the new European Rail Traffic Management
System (ERTMS) in the rail freight sector. It will create
the blueprint for the roll-out to the largest class of
locomotives - the Class 66.

Theroll-outisbeingcoordinated by the East CoastDigital
Programme, a cross-industry partnership led by

Network Rail which is managing the introduction of
ERTMS on the East Coast Main Line and is setting the
path forthe Long Term Deployment Plan (LTDP) of future
roll-outs of the system. Earlier this year, the Government
announced anadditional £1billionoffundingtofacilitate
the first phase of ERTMS on a 100-mile stretch of the East
Coast Main Line from London Kings Cross to just south
of Grantham.

DB Cargo UK’s Chief Transformation and Digitalisation
Officer Marie Hill said the company was proud to see
years of hard work and dedication by its operations,
engineering and technical staff finally come to fruition.
“DB Cargo UK, working in close partnership with our
colleagues at Siemens Mobility and Network Rail, is

delighted to be playing a pioneering role in the roll-out
of ERTMS and ETCS which will use digital technology to

create a more dynamic, more reliable, and more flexible
railway here in the UK.

“Increased digitalisation and automation of our assets
and processes will ensure we can continue to deliver,
fast, efficient, reliable services fit for the 21st century
and beyond. That’s what our customers expect and that
is what ERTMS will help us to deliver,” she added.

DB Cargo UK, the UK’s largest rail logistics provider, was
chosen to be the first freight operator to install ETCS on
its Class 66, 67, 60 and 325 fleets. Marie said that as well
as leading on the first-in-class fitment programme, the
company was also introducing a whole new set of
operational and business processes to support the
switch to digital signalling.

Ed Akers, Network Rail’s Principal Programme Sponsor
forthe East CoastDigital Programmesaid: “Commencing
the installation of ETCS on this freight locomotive
marks a significant milestone on the East Coast Digital
Programme and brings us closer to creating a more
dynamic and reliable railway for all those using the East
Coast Main Line. A lot of hard work has gone into getting
us to this point, so I’d like recognise and thank those
involved for their dedication.”

lan Macleod, Siemens Mobility’s Project Director, said:
“This first installation is a key milestone marking the
first of over 700 locomotives to be fitted. We are proud
to be working together with Network Rail and DB Cargo
preparing the first vehicle for its testing and operation
in 2023
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Class 91 107 ‘Skyfall’ runs into Doncaster with
1N81 09:06 London King’s Cross to York service on
October 28th.

LNER LEADS THE WAY WITH POST-PANDEMIC PASSENGER RECOVERY

London North Eastern Railway (LNER) is leading the
way with post-pandemic passenger recovery. Results
published by the Office of Rail and Road (ORR) show
that LNER saw the most customers return to its services
when compared with pre-pandemic usage than any
otherfranchised operator, topping the table forarecord
fifth consecutive quarter.

Data from LNER shows that more than 15 million
passengers have travelled across its network so far this
year, more than double than for the same period last
year. LNER passenger numbers have now exceeded pre-
Covid levels with LNER becoming the first franchised
train company in the country to reach this milestone,

according to the ORR data.

David Horne, Managing Director at LNER, said: “At
LNER we are proud to lead the industry when it comes
to welcoming people back to rail. For the past five
consecutive quarters we have seen more and more
passengers returning to our services. We believe our
customer service and digital innovations are a key part
of that success, offering people first-class customer
service, greater choice and flexibility and that work
continues. The LNER app and website make it simpler
for people to plan their journeys and sign up for live
journey updates. We were the first to introduce at-seat
ordering with Let’s Eat At Your Seat in Standard, where

customers can use a QR code to order refreshments
directly to their seat.”

LNER has also achieved European success, beingnamed
Travel PartneroftheYearinthe Rail Operator category of
the Business Travel Awards Europe 2022 for the second
yearin a row.

The prestigious awards, hosted by the Business
Travel News Group, recognise and celebrate industry
leadership, partnership andinnovation acrossthetravel
sector. LNER was praised by the judges forits innovative
approach in championing rail and raising the profile of
the industry as well as its ‘excellent customer service’,

innovation in onboard catering and its popular loyalty
scheme LNER Perks, now with 500,000 members.

It has also been revealed that LNER’s award-winning
catering team has been shortlisted in two categories of
The Caterer’s Foodservice Catey’s Awards 2022. LNER
is among the finalists in the Best Use of Technology
category for at-seat service ‘Let’s Eat at Your Seat’, as
well as the Retail and Leisure Caterer of the Year Award.



LNER Azuma Class 800 112 arrives at York with 1EQ7
08:30 Edinburgh to London King’s Cross service on
October 12th.

LNER Wins Top Tech Accolade With ‘App Of The Year

London North Eastern Railway (LNER) has been
awarded the prestigious ‘App of the Year’ award at
the UK Business Tech Awards 2022.

The UK Business Tech Awards celebrate the UK’s finest
tech business and rewards innovative and exceptional
application of technology to transform and grow
businesses. Judges praised LNER for the creativity
and implementation of the project in creating the app,
alongside the impressive improvements of the platform
based on consumer research and insight.

Danny Gonzalez, Chief Digital and Innovation Officer at
LNER, said: “At LNER we are driven by building best-in-
class digital experience for people. In creating this app
we have delivered game-changing app features that
transform the way customers manage their end-to-end
journey and use Al-powered technology to offer real-
time personalised notifications.”

“We believe digital plays a crucial role in helping people
have complete control of the various elements of their
journey. We look at how we can fix pain points and
prioritise the different types of customers we serve as
we welcome more and more people to rail.”

The popular LNER App includes many industry firsts,
allowing customers to manage their end-to-end
journeys, book ahead thanks to extended booking
horizons as well as offering live journey alerts. The app
streamlines complex industry ticketing options, and
combined with ‘LNER SmartSave’ ensures customers
can enjoy a smarter and smoother travel experience.

Rated number one in the App Store, the LNER App
continues to enhance customer satisfaction and help
drive journey growth for rail. Data released earlier this
month by the Office of Rail and Road (ORR) showed
that LNER saw the most customers return to its services
compared with pre-pandemic usage than any other
franchised operator, topping the table for a record fifth

consecutive quarter.

The LNER App empowers and enables customers to
make changes to their travel plans up to a few minutes
before their journey, as well as being able to upgrade to
First Class and use geo-location technology to identify
helpfulshortcuts.One-clickDelay Repayisalsoavailable
via the LNER App with speedy refunds or the option
to donate to the Campaign Against Living Miserably
(CALM).

The success of the LNER app design is reflected inits 4.9
star rating in the App store. It is free to download and
offers customers £5 of free credit when signing-up for
the popular loyalty scheme which now has more than
500,000 members. Customers can earn 2 per cent credit
on bookings to use on future journeys.

LNER has established a proud reputation for pioneering
new digital technology to make train travel better for
people. LNER was first to introduce ‘Let’s Eat At Your

Seat’ which allows customers in Standard Class to
browse and buy refreshments using their smart phone
and have them delivered directly to their seat when on
a journey anywhere along the 956-mile LNER network.

More recently LNER has launched a UK-first trial of
edgecasting onboard several Azuma services along
the East Coast route. The pioneering project offers
customers access to hundreds of hours of content on
the ITV Hub without using their own data or using and
impacting onboard WiFi quality.

LNER is committed to enhancing the customer
experience and has recently completed the third cohort
of the accelerator programme, LNER Future Labs. The
scheme offers innovative start-ups the opportunity to
develop technology solutions to address challenges in
rail to provide an even better service for customers who
travel with LNER.
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SB Rails Track Finishing Machine No.
DR77002 passes through Crewe on
Octoberllthworking6J99Warrington
Central - Litchfield.

Bespoke technology helps
Greater Anglia reduce delays

Bespoketechnologyishelping GreaterAngliareducedelays
by spotting potential issues with trees and plants on the
railway. Trees and branches blocking the line or obscuring
signals, and falling leaves compressing into a slippery
black-ice-like mulch can cause delays and inconvenience
to rail passengers. Greater Anglia is tackling this problem
by using video recorded on its trains to see which areas are
becoming potentially overgrown - recording main routes
between London and Norwich and the whole of the West
Anglia Mainline running from London via Cambridge.

The recordings are analysed using railway technology
company CrossTech’s Hubble Al technology to highlight
areas of problem vegetation. Maps are then generated
showing where issues have been found, allowing Network
Rail engineers to pre-emptively tackle the areas before
they cause delays, prioritising issues depending on their
severity. The project is a collaboration involving Network
Rail, CrossTech and Petards.

Martin Beable, Greater Anglia’s engineering director, said:
“The footage from our trains and our collaboration with
Network Rail and CrossTech is key in giving an early alert
to our colleagues at Network Rail so that any problematic
areas where trees or other lineside vegetation are about to
obscure anything are quickly picked up. We are delighted
to be able to support Network Rail in adopting this novel
technology because it means fewer delays for our trains

and the busy routes we run on our network.”

Ellie Burrows, Network Rail’s route director for Anglia, said:
“Managing vegetation is hugely important to us. If not
managed well, trees and fallen leaves can pose a risk to
the safe running of the railway and cause delays to trains.
This new technology helps our teams quickly pinpoint
exactly where lineside vegetation is likely to be an issue,
so it can be cut back before it causes delays to passenger
services.”

Haydon Bartlett-Tasker, CrossTech’s Managing Director,
said: “Hubble was co-created with Network Rail’s delivery
units and it is an excellent example of how modern Al
technologies and innovation with end-users can increase
productivity and help front-line teams manage the
infrastructure for the benefit of passengers and freight
users.”

Grant Harley, General Manager at Petards Rail, said:
“Through collaboration between Petards, CrossTech,
Greater Anglia and Network Rail, this is a great example
of how to expand the purpose of Petards’ forward-facing
CCTV‘EyeTrain’camerasalreadyinstalledonthefleet. [t will
help Greater Anglia and Network Rail increase operating
efficiency for passengers and freight users and increase
safety for track workers.”

Fares Advice with raituk

This month more questions and answers on the
complex ticketing system of Britain’s Railways.

Short notice engineering work

Q:lboughtsomeadvanceticketsforthe05:36 Sheffield
to London St. Pancras International CIV tickets from
the ticket office a few weeks back, as cannot be
bought online. Those trains are now all removed,
terminating Luton. What options do | have? Do they
need to go and get a refund and get new tickets? The
bus to Hitchin from Luton and down to Kings Cross
will mean missing the Eurostar | imagine. Can | travel
via Doncaster? Or will that need new tickets?

A: If we take the 05:30 on December 3rd as an example,
this would ordinarily be due into St. Pancras at 07:36;
due to the engineering works, if you take this and
change at Luton and Hitchin you would arrive at St
Pancras at 08:59 - a delay of over an hour. A similar
delay arises on other dates.

Accordingly you can choose between the following
rights under Article 16 of the Passenger Rights and
Obligations Requlation (PRO):

Claim a full refund; Change the journey to another
date of their convenience; Be re-routed at the earliest
opportunity

You could also choose to continue with your tickets as
they stand, travelling via Luton and Hitchin, and claim
compensation for the delay under the NRCoT and/or
Article 17 of the PRO. However, it’s likely that any such
claimwouldbe (wrongly) denied and require appealing
and potentially arguing over; given the likely small
amount of compensation at stake, it’s going to be less
than the cost of rebooking (or missing) the Eurostar!

Clearly, the only worthwhile option is either to obtain
a refund or to go for re-routing. There won’t be much
difficulty getting a refund, but that could still leave you
outofpocketifticketsviaDoncasterare moreexpensive.
Thus | would suggest going for re-routing and hence
you should contact EMR to ask them to arrange this.
Again they may refuse, but there’s more at stake here
than with a refund (the cost of tickets for rebooking via
Doncaster) so it’s more worthwhile pursuing.

Ticket office inside barriers

Q: I notice Rochdale ticket office is inside the barriers.
How does that work? Do they only sell tickets in

advance for people who have passed through the
barrier? Or,forexample, peoplerenewingtheirseason
ticket on the way home?

A: The ticket office is meant to be used for people who
do not have a valid ticket, and who need to buy one to
getoutofthe barriers. Outside of the barriers, you have
the TVMs-and sometimes, ifyou ask the gateline, they’ll
let you through to buy from the ticket office. Which is a
Strange system!

I‘m not sure there is an alternative position for the
barriers at Rochdale? The “concourse’, if you can call
it that, at the top of the stairs is very small. The exits
from this are narrow and | don’t think a set of barriers
on both through platforms is practical. Re-locating the
ticket office to the subway might be possible, but it’s all
very tight. Worth remembering too that the majority of
passengers will be ending their journeys at barriered
stations.

Admittedly its all sub-optimal.

To be honest anywhere else it’d probably just be
accepted that you couldn’t gate the station without
a substantial rebuild involving a street level building
(there are a few like that, e.q. try gating half the
Merseyrail suburban stations) and just mount periodic
revenue stings instead. Most passengers are going to
be going to Manchester Victoria which is gated so you'’ll
catch them there (that being the Merseyrail principle
of only doing revenue checks at the central Liverpool
stations plus a couple of others and the very occasional
on train check). Some might short-fare, but it’s not like
there arelots of places you could claim to have travelled
from instead. Ormskirk, for instance, could easily have
been gated at the rebuild but presumably it wasn’t
considered worthwhile. Realistically the problem will
be solved when (and | think it clearly is a when) the
ticket office closes, like most others also likely will.
Contactless will kill it off once implemented.

Ticket Advice for All

Advice on rail ticketing is available on railforums.
co.uk in the ‘Fares, Tickets & Routeing’ section. We
believethisto bethebestsource of UKrailfares advice
available anywhere, as we have a team of people who
are familiar with the complex rail fares system who
can help you. Never pay over the odds again, and ask
us if you need help! See you there!
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Network Rail’s MPVNo.DR98932 leads
the 05:04 Wigan LIP to Crewe RHTT
service past New Mills South Junction
on October 26th.

Extra cleaning at Greater Anglia stations this autumn

Stations across the Greater Anglia network are
gleaming this autumn after the train operator carried
out enhanced cleaning work. Working in partnership
with cleaning contractor Carlisle, Greater Anglia has
carried out additional deep cleaning at stations across
its network including Rochford, Beccles, Harlow Town
and Cambridge. Platforms and forecourts have been
pressure washed, canopies have been cleaned and
station signs have been scrubbed in a bid to make the
stations more pleasant and welcoming.

Toilet floors have been steam-cleaned and windows
have also been washed as part of the programme.

Some work was carried out at busy stations such as
Cambridge and Tottenham Hale. A ‘possession’ - where
the overhead wires are switched off and trains are
unable to run - had to be granted to enable to work to
be carried out, to allow contractors to access the track
and carry out high-level cleaning.

This work happened during a short window during
the middle of the night, so customers were not
inconvenienced.

Krzysztof Drozd, Station Cleaning and Waste Manager,
Greater Anglia said: “We want all our customers to have
a comfortable journey when travelling with us, and that
starts the moment they arrive at the station.

“We are constantly monitoring the cleanliness of our
stations and we are working hard to make sure they
are looking as fresh and clean as possible. Much of the
work happened overnight and | would like to thank our
contractors, Carlisle, for working around the clock.”

Greater Anglia uses a range of initiatives to keep
stations clean, including a robot which is used to clean
concourses at Norwich and Southend Victoria stations
and gumbuster machines to clean up chewing gum.

Photo: High level cleaning at Harlow Town station.
©Greater Anglia
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Class 20 007 and 20205 have been draughted
in for shunting work at Peak Forest, to cover
the Class 66s that are currently working RHTT
services and are seen here basking in the sun
betweendutieson October25th.

Safety measures installed at Greater Anglia
stations to keep trespassers away from tracks

Greater Anglia has implemented additional measures
to help keep people safe at some railway stations on
its West Anglia route, after figures from the past year
revealed trespass incidents caused almost three days’
worth of delays.

New measures have been installed at some of Greater
Anglia’s busiest railway stations between Cambridge
and London Liverpool Street to help keep people away
from the tracks, after figures showed trespass incidents
delayed trains by more than 65 hours over the course of
a year.

Additional fences, gates and witches’ hats - rubber
spikes onthe ground which deter people from accessing
the track - have been introduced at several stations, to
help keep people safe.

Matt Wakefield, Greater Anglia’s Head of Safety, Security
and Sustainability, said: “Safety is our top priority on
the railway. These measures are designed to help keep
people off the tracks and remain in a safe place.

“I would like to remind people that the railway is not
a playground. People should never go on the tracks
without permission. Anyone who accesses the track
without permission is risking their life and the lives of
others.

“We are constantly striving to improve the punctuality
and reliability of our railway. We know our customers
want a punctual, reliable service, and trespassincidents
can cause lengthy delays to train services. In just one
month over the past year, services were delayed for
more than 14 hours due to trespassers.

“Anyone who sees someoneonthetracks whoshouldn’t
be there should alert a member of rail staffimmediately
or dial 999 in an emergency.”

Greater Anglia works with the charity Samaritans,
which offers training to all rail staff across the country.
Almost 500 members of staff from Greater Anglia have
taken part in the course which teaches rail staff how
to recognise someone who may be vulnerable, how to
approach them and start a conversation.

They are taught some of the essential listening skills
that underpin Samaritans’ volunteer services as well
as how to get the person to a place of safety and refer
them onto friends, family, the British Transport Police
or Samaritans to receive further support.

Photo: Safety measures at Bishop’s Stortford railway
station. ©Greater Anglia
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On October 7th, Network Rail’s MPV
Nos. DR76913 and DR76911 pass
through Swindon.

Class 37 688 and 37 521 pass through a murky
Dawlish on October 19th working Intercity’s
‘The Torbay Delight’ 1745 York - Paignton
railtour.

Carstairs junction upgrade is key to modernising network

Network Rail has completed the installation of 121 new
overhead electrification structures as part of the wider
project to upgrade and remodel Carstairs Junction.

This is part of a phased programme of investment in
the key junction on the West Coast Main Line which will
simplify and upgrade the track-layoutto clear an existing
bottleneck on the network and enable the separation
of non-stop passenger and freight trains from those
stopping at the station.

Work to date at Carstairs represents an investment of
more than £100m in the junction to rationalise and
simplify the track layout and modernise the signalling
through one of the most critical sections of the Scottish
rail network.

The installation of new sections of track and modern
signalling will also speed up journeys between Glasgow
and Edinburgh and willaccommodatethelongestfreight
trains on our network.

Over the last 18 months teams from industry partners
Siemens, Rail Systems Alliance and SPL Powerlines have
been carrying out heavy engineering on the railway
embankments through the junction, as well as installing
the new overhead line masts and signalling system.

Despite being largely restricted to Saturday nights, the
project has already delivered more than 3km of track

renewals and 1.5km of drainage, installed the new
structures, and started the process of removing some of
the redundant equipment.

Much of the equipment through the area is nearing
the end of its operational life-span and the layout of
the junction is no longer suited to the needs of today’s
railway in terms of supporting the pattern and volumes
of service.

Extensive renewal and simplification of the layout was
seen asthebestlong-termsolutionto deliverthereliable
and resilient network needed at this key junction.

The next phase of work in 2023 will see the addition
of another 4km of new drainage, further embankment
work and will complete the installation of 10km of new
track to create a faster, more flexible and more easily
maintained layout.

Jim McCleary, programme manager at Network Rail
said: “We’re now gearing up for the final construction
of the new track layout, which includes 10 kilometres of
track and 27 new sets of switches and crossings, which
allow trains to move between tracks.

“One of the main challenges on the project is the
integration of the different teams working on site given
thesheervolumeofactivity happeningwithin the limited
work window that we have on Saturday nights.

“Access to the railway at this critical junction is very
limited, but the team has worked hard with the wider
industry to balance the needs of train operators with the
longer-term benefits that will come from modernising
the track, signalling and overhead line equipment.”

Carstairs junction sits 26 miles to the South-East of
Glasgow on the West Coast Main Line. The triangular
junction provides a route between Glasgow & Edinburgh
and both Glasgow and Edinburgh to the south.

More than 200 services pass through the junction on an
average midweek day with 12 train and freight operators
regularly using the route. The Caledonian Sleeper
Lowlander service splits and joins in this location both
morning and night for Glasgow and Edinburgh for Euston
services.
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Class 66 305 leads 66 017 and 66 136 on the
6Y42 Hoo Junction to Eastleigh engineers train
passing Worting Junction on October 17th.

Full speed ahead on West of England line
as full timetable to be brought back
between Salisbury and Exeter St. Davids

After two months with fewer trains - and lower
speeds - services on the West of England line will
return to normal between Salisbury and Exeter
St Davids on Monday November 14th. Speed
restrictions of 40mph were brought in at locations
near Tisbury, Gillingham and Axminster, asthe clay-
based track bed shrank in the record-breaking hot
and dry summer, leaving the rails uneven and too
bumpy for trains to run at full speed.

Since then, engineers have made good progress
in restoring the track levels, helped by cooler
temperatures and regular rain which has stopped
the track bed shrinking. As a result, the speed
restrictions can be lifted and South Western
Railway’s (SWR) regular timetable will be restored.

Mark Killick, Network Rail’s route director for
Wessex, said: “We’re still suffering the after-effects
of a record-breaking summer on our railway, but
I’'m pleased we’ll be able to have trains running
at full speed again soon, and I’m so grateful for
customers for bearing with us. We’ve invested tens
of millions of pounds on the West of England Linein
the lasttwo years by strengthening railway cuttings
and renewing track and switches and crossings. As
well as December’s track renewals, we’ve got even
more planned in 2023 and 2024, demonstrating our
commitment to all of the customers who use this
line every year.”

Claire Mann, South Western Railway’s managing
director, said: “I am sorry to all those customers
whose journeys were affected as we waited for

weather conditions to improve to enable Network

Rail to safely remove the speed restrictions. We’re
looking forward to implementing a full timetable
and providing the quality services that our
customers deserve.”

The cause of the speed restrictions on the line is
known as Soil Moisture Deficit and is caused by
largely clay-based soils shrinking in hot and dry
conditions as trees and other vegetation soaks the
water from them. They shrink unevenly, meaning

track laid on top loses its level profile. There are
around 6,000 embankments built from clay in the
Southern region of Network Rail with a section in
Tisbury - 4 miles - is the longest. With only a single
trackfortrainsinbothdirections,anydelays caused
by running slowly mean services going the other
way must wait, and delays are compounded.

In a separate project a month later, engineers will
return to this area of the West of England Line to
renew track and improve reliability. As there is only
onetrackinthearea,itmeansSWRservicesbetween
Salisbury and Exeter St. Davids will be diverted
via Westbury between Saturday 10th and Sunday
18th December while work takes place. Buses will
serve Tisbury, Gillingham (Dorset), Templecombe
and Sherborne. The focus of the nine-day closure
between Salisbury and Yeovil Junctionisto replace
trackin the Gillingham area. Making the most of the
closure, engineers will also make improvements
at Gillingham and Sherborne stations; improve
drainage in the Sherborne, Templecombe and
Gillingham areas; perform track maintenance in
the Gillingham and Sherborne areas; and remove
graffiti and clean litter from the line at Salisbury.


http://www.southerncountiesrailwaysociety.co.uk
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Space-age laser and plasma train trials zap autumn leaves off the line

Space-age technology using lasers and plasma jets are
being trialled as a more sustainable way to vaporise
autumnleavesfromrailwaylinesandminimise passenger
delays in the future. Throughout October, Network Rail
has been carrying out comprehensive testing using its
multi-purpose vehicles (MPVs) on heritage lines at the
East Lancashire Railway. Engineers have been testing
if autumn treatment trains fitted with the laser beams
and superheated plasma jets are as effective at cleaning
rails as the current method using high pressure water
systems.

During autumn train wheels compress leaves onto rails
and form a black Teflon-like residue which makes it
harder for trains to brake or accelerate.

Suhayb Manzoor, Network Rail project engineer, said:
“Leavesontheline are often seen asajoke ontherailway
but they can cause serious problems and we’re always
looking at new ways to tackle this age-old problem.
It’s also not unique to Britain, with railways all over the
world having issues when trees shed their leaves. For
thatreason,it’s excitingto be putting some of the newest
technology out there to the test with the hope that one
day it could help Network Rail keep passengers and

freight moving safely at this operationally challenging
time of year.”

The two different companies involved in the testing are:

Laser Precision Solutions - The ‘LaserTrain’ uses three
high powered beams per railhead to treat the rails.
When the intensity of the lasers hits the railhead the
contamination instantly vaporises (ablates), without
heating up the rail.

PlasmaTrack-Usesdirectcurrent(DC)plasmatechnology
which usesheatand activeelectronstosplitthings apart.
The high energy electrical plasma beam tears apart the
leaf layer as well as heating and burning it off.

Currently afleet of leaf-blasting trains with high-pressure
water jets clear Britain’s 20,000-mile railway network in
the autumn. Each year:

The treatment fleet covers 1 million miles between
October and December

That’s the entire network being treated 50 times over
Or the same as going to the moon and back twice

It uses around 200 million litres of water

This technology could potentially reduce the need for
thatwater,and thefuel neededtotransportitaroundthe
country, benefiting both the environment and costing
the taxpayer less.

If the tests find lasers or plasma can clean the rails
effectively, further development work will be needed
to see if it would work on the complexities of the live
railway network.

Further studies would also be required to examine the
business case for adopting any new technology.

Ben Medendorp, Laser Precision Solutions head of
finance and commerce, said: “Normally you really have
to move mountains to get access to a railway network,
so having a testing site like this which is secluded where
you can take measurements every day is essential to
gatherdata. I really do think that Network Railis taking a
leadershiproleintheindustry by solving this globalissue
of low railhead adhesion. We are proving technologies
and learning valuable lessons that could help railways
around the world.”

Julian Swan, PlasmaTrack chief executive officer, said:
“Having three weeks of uninterrupted testing available
on an operational railway isn’t usually possible so being
able to carry out these trials with Network Rail and East
Lancashire Railway have been invaluable. We’ve learnt a
lot on how the autumn treatment trains (MPVs) currently
operate, and how the PlasmaTrack system could benefit
train wheel traction and protecting wheel-slide caused
by leaves on the line.”

Mike Kelly, East Lancashire Railway chairman, said:
“When people think of heritage railways, they probably
think theyjustlook at preservingthe past,but here atthe
East Lancashire Railway we want to be a modernisertoo.
We’re very proud to be able to play our part and provide
our tracks and infrastructure to allow Network Rail to do
theirimportant research and development, and excited
to be at the forefront of technology which could make
millions of future journeys better for passengers across
the country.”



Network Rail and bBritish Transport Police using
drones to track down trespassers

On October 14th, track machine No. DR75013
passes through Charnock Richard cutting on its
way from Ulverston to Crewe.
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Engineers have successfully completed
major improvements on the Forth Viaductin
Stirling, extending the lifespan of the bridge
and ensuring work on this scale won’t be
needed for another 25 years. Work began in
January when engineers erected scaffolding
along 20 metre span of the 10m high bridge.
This then allowed the structure to be
encapsulated so critical steelwork repairs
could take place, including the removal and
replacement of 300 steel rivets.

Otherelementsofworkinvolved gritblasting
to remove old paint and rust before then
completely repainting the metalwork, with
over 4500m2 of paint used. More than100
tonnes of grit was used as well as 3000 litres
of painttakinginexcessof6000 hoursworked
to complete the blasting and painting
operations. A new permanent walkway was
installed through the structure and provides
access for Network Rail engineers

Network Rail and the British Transport Police now
have a birds eye view of the railway, which can help to
find trespassers quickly, keeping everyone safe and
preventing delays.

Thereis often anincrease in trespass incidents during
the school holidays and half term, and officers are
now using drones to find people who shouldn’t be on
the tracks. The drones are fitted with special cameras
with high quality zoom and thermal imaging to speed
up the process of finding the person quickly before
they come to any harm. This also reduces the length
of time trains are stopped in the area, minimising the
Impact on services.

Trespass is a huge problem on the railway with
thousands of incidents recorded each year. Last year
(April 2021- April 2022) there were 1105 incidents,
which resulted in 48,702 delays at a cost of £3.5m.

In the first half of this year (April 2022 - April 2023)
there have already been 572 trespass incidents,
resultingin 21,021 delay minutes ata costof £1.1mto
the industry.

Trespassalso carries a potentially devastatingimpact,
not only on the trespasser — who risks serious life-
changing, if not fatal injury - but also on their friends
and family, and the wider community.

Ellie Burrows, Network Rail’s route director for Anglia,
said: “We’re already seeing the benefits of having this
technology, in terms of finding people quickly and
reducing the length of delays for passengers. The
railway is full of danger, both obvious and hidden
and this new equipment will help us and the British
Transport Police to keep everyone safe.”

Network Rail completes £2./m makeover of Forth Viaduct

to undertake general maintenance to the
viaduct when required. With work now
complete Lovers Walk, which was closed to
traffic for the duration of the project, has
fully reopened.

Allison Flanagan, scheme project manager
at Network Rail, said: “This work is part of
a wider, rolling programme of renewals
and improvements that are essential in
allowing Network Rail to run a safe and
reliable railway for passengers and freight
customers. The Forth Viaduct was one of
our more challenging projects given it spans
a river. However, we are well versed is tasks
of this nature, delivering time and again
improvements that help protect our vital
assets for years to come, as we won’t need
to re-paint the viaduct for at least another
to two decades. | would like to thank the
community fortheir patienceduringdelivery
of the work, which for safety reasons also

meant having a road closure
and traffic  management
in place throughout. We’re
very appreciative of their
understanding.”

The Forth Viaduct crosses the
River Forth in Stirling, near
Cambuskenneth,

The project is part of a wide-
ranging bridge modernisation
programme aimed at
protecting and improving
Scotland’s Railway, with over
£4 billion being invested to
increasereliabilityandimprove
performance. The project was
delivered by Story Contracting
on behalf of Network Rail.



Engineers build ‘dance floor’ to fix
Merseyrail underground tunnel

A surprise return to Peak Forest, albeit only for
shunting purposes, sees Class 20 007 and classmate
20 205 bring a loaded train out of the Peak Forest
R q i I Cemex loading point on October 17th in bright
autumn light.

National

October 29th/30th saw the first steam at
the 15” gauge Haigh Hall Miniature Railway,
Wigan foraround 20 yearswhen ROD No. 6284
from Cleethorpes Miniature Railway visited.

Railway engineers are using 21st century technology to
fix an underground tunnel in Liverpool city centre while
causing zero disruption to passengers. Unbeknown to city
dwellers above or rail passengers below, for the last six
months Network Rail has worked unnoticed on a key section
of the Merseyrail network. The £3.5m investment involves
waterproofing and strengthening the ceiling of High Neck
Tunnel between Liverpool Central and Brunswick stations.
The upgrades will fix leaks and loose Victorian brickwork in
the 130-year-old tunnel so future journeys are more reliable
for passengers between Southport and Hunts Cross.

A steel ‘ram-arch’ tension system is being installed to the
tunnelroofbeforebeingsprayed with concretetostrengthen
it for the next 100 years. With the help of computer-aided
design (CAD) - Network Rail came up with a smart solution
to keep passengers moving during the complex project.
To start with specialist LiDAR laser surveys mapped every
inch of the tunnel interior to create a 3D computer model.
Capturing every uneven brick and lump of loose stonework
meant scaffolding teams could build a massive temporary
platform - affectionately dubbed ‘the dance floor’ - so
workers could be safe high above the tracks while allowing
trains to pass underneath as normal.

In numbers the work will involve:

Installing 100 tonnes of scaffolding over 125 metres
Securing 5 tonnes of ‘ram-arch’ steel mesh to existing
brickwork

2,500 bolts connecting the arch reinforcements

Spraying 820m2 of concrete (240m3 volume)

When set, the concrete will weigh approximately 575 tonnes

From track to the arch peak High Neck tunnel is 15 metres
high

The Network Rail Civils Internal Delivery team were also
speciallytrained and accredited tousethe ‘ram-arch’system
to provide structural support to the tunnel ceiling. Sections
of bespoke-designed curved trusses are bolted into place
using a mechanical guide and tightened like a giant cobweb.
Training in this specialism saved Network Rail thousands of
pounds without the need to employ external contractors
like during previous major tunnel repairs. The team’s new
expertise will also be used on future projects saving further
money for the taxpayer.

Helen Little,Network RailWorksDelivery supervisor,said: “In
the past some previous repairs to High Neck Tunnel caused
major disruption because accessing the tunnel ceiling is
so difficult and the railway needed to be closed entirely.
Building on similar repairs in 2017 - it was our priority this
time to once again make sure we didn’t disrupt present day
journeys while we fixed the structure for the future. It’s been
great to train up to install the ‘ram-arch’ system ourselves
and the team now has the skills to take this on to further
work within Network Rail and save taxpayers’ money. The
CAD alsoimproved efficiency becauseit’s enabled us to plan
the projectright down to the last bolt - minimising materials
being wasted.”

All the while Merseyrail passengers have been blissfully
unaware that above their heads this major engineering
project has been underway since March.

Zoe Hands, Merseyrail’s chief operating officer, said: “We

are pleased to work with our partners at Network Rail as

they utilise cutting edge technology to ensure vital work on

our network can be undertaken without impacting on the

service we offer to our passengers. We hope to see more
works of this nature undertaken in this way
goingforward, sothatwe can continueto offer
the best possible train service to the people
of the Liverpool City Region.”

Thefinal phase ofthe project when concreteis
sprayed into the reinforced metalwork starts
this month with the underground upgrades
expected to finish by the end of 2022. It
will complete work started in 2017 and will
mean the entire length of the 125 metre long
tunnel has a reinforced concrete roof needing
minimal to no maintenance for decades to
come.
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Wigan and Chester and back.

Network Rail’s MPV Nos. DR98912 and DR98962 pass
through Altrincham on October 13th on rail head
cleaning duties working as 3509 a circular tour from

Plym Valley heritage railway puts materials donated
by Network Rail to good use

Earlier this year, Network Rail donated a kilometre of track
and sleepers to Devon-based Plym Valley Railway, alongside
other rail equipment which has now been installed by the
heritage line. The equipment, which also included five sets
of points and four stop blocks, was no longer in use by
Network Rail at Lostwithiel Yard in Cornwall and was offered
to Plym Valley heritage railway back in February. Since then,
the team of volunteers at Plym Valley have worked hard to
install the equipment, remodelling the layout of the sidings
to provide more space at Marsh Mills yard and enabling the
heritage railway to obtain and preserve further historical
railway items into the future.

Theheritage railway operates on what was previously known
as the Launceston branch line, which opened in 1859 and
linked Plymouth with Tavistock. While the branch line was
closed in the 1960s, a group of local rail enthusiasts set out
to restore the line in 1982, with the first section from Marsh
Mills to Lee Moor opening as a heritage railway in 2008 and

The newly installed equipment from Network Rail will mean
that the line can plan for the future, boosting Plym Valley’s
longevity.

Alexander Maltby, Network Rail Devon and Cornwall sponsor
said: “After having donated the track, sleepers and other rail
components to Plym Valley earlier this year, I’'m so pleased
to see that they’ve been able to put it to such good use.
Remodelling the layout to create extra sidings space is no
mean feat and will support Plym Valley’s longevity now and
into the future. This partnership shows how the railway can
benefit communities outside of the work we do to build and
maintain railway infrastructure, with spare materials being
donated to worthwhile causes in the local area.”

Graham Mann of Plym Valley Railway said: “Network Rail’s
donation of the Lostwithiel track materials will help to future
proof the Plym Valley Railway’s infrastructure for many years
to come and we’re really excited to be a part of a partnership

delighting day trippers ever since.

with Network Rail.”

Banishing the autumn blues - specially adapted Land Rover helping keep
Devon’'s railway track leaf-free this autumn

Network Rail is helping keep train services in Devon running reliably this
autumn by reducing the number of leaves on the railway tracks with the
help of a specially-adapted 4x4 vehicle which can travel on rails and on the
road. The vehicle, known as a Sand Rover, is being deployed this autumn
on Devon’s branch lines following a successful trial which saw an average
reduction of 80% in delays as a result of leaf fall on the tracks. Owing to
specially mounted wire brushes, the Sand Rover - which is designed by
Aquarius Railroad Technologies Limited - can clean slippery leaf mulch off
the rails as it travels. The Sand Rover also applies a citrus-based treatment
to the track, which further helps to break up any leaves as well as coating the
rails with dry sand which helps trains to grip the rails in the wetter autumnal
weather.Each autumn, thousands of tonnes of leaves fall onto the railway
and stick to damp rails. These leaves quickly break down into a slippery
layer which acts like black ice on a road and makes it difficult for trains to
stop quickly. This can cause trains to overshoot signals or platforms and
means that train drivers have to accelerate more slowly, causing delays for
passengers and freight customers. During autumn 2020 Network Rail trialled
the use of a Sand Rover on the Tarka line (which runs between Barnstaple
and Exeter), resulting in an 87% reduction in delays caused by fallen leaves
when compared with previous autumn seasons. Last autumn, Network
Rail widened the scope of the trial and the Sand Rover was put to work on
the Dartmoor line (which runs from Exeter to Okehampton) too, with the
equipment working in each area on alternate nights. The lines were

specifically chosen owing to their locations - they both experience a high
volume of leaf fall and are not accessible by the traditionally used rail head
treatment trains (RHTTs), which use high-pressure water jets to clean the
tracks. Across both locations, there was an observable drop in delays - an
average of 80% fewer delay minutes when compared with the three prior
years.This year the Sand Rover will be back in action across branch lines in
Devon, complementing a number of other activities to keep the railway lines
leaf-free including using RHTTs and traction gel applicators, which provide
adhesioninkeyareas.NetworkRail’sWesternroute,whichrunsfromCornwall
to Paddington, utilises four RHTTs, with one based at St Blazey in Cornwall
that works to clear 340 miles of track across four counties - Devon, Cornwall,
Somerset and Wiltshire. The train is used each night between October and
December every year and is backed up a team of specialist staff who receive
frequent weather reports and information from rail staff on the ground to
target problematic areas for leaf mulch removal. Three other RHTTs are
based across the route - one in Didcot that covers the Thames Valley area
and two in Swindon; one for the Cotswold area and another that travels all
the way to Cardiff and the Welsh Valleys via Bristol. In total, the four rail head
treatment trains are responsible for keeping almost 2,000 miles of track free
from leaf fall mulch. Similar measures are in place across the entire country,
with the nationwide fleet of leaf busting trains treating around 1.04 million
miles of track each autumn, equivalent to travelling to the moon and back
twice.

Craig Hocking,

Network Rail’s

infrastructure maintenance engineer, said: “Our successful trial of the Sand
Rover on the Tarka line in 2020 and Dartmoor line last year significantly
reduced autumn-related delays for our passengers, which is why we’re fully
utilising it this year to combat leaf fall. The Sand Rover is ideal for use on
branchlinesin Devonthatsee high leaf fall levels and allows us to proactively
concentrate on specific areas and treat them quickly at the touch of a button
fromthecabofthevehicle. Thisyearwe’re pleased to be usingthe Sand Rover
again at night when the trains aren’t running, with its proven track record
of delay reduction. We’ll also be using our special treatment trains across
Devon and Cornwall to clean the rails throughout autumn and our teams
will be ready to respond to any issues that arise to minimise any delays for
passengers.”

Scott Harrison, managing director of Aquarius Railroad Technologies said:
“We’re delighted that the Sand Rover has been so successful for the team in
Devon. We understand that seasonal weather can be a real concern when
trying to keep tracks safe for rolling stock, and ensuring a seamless service is
of the utmost importance to Network Rail and operators alike. Sand Rovers
are available for deployment across the UK, and we are proud to report that
they can access even the hardest to reach areas of track. If a leaf can fall
there, a Sand Rover can get there!”
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The railway’s favourite bear, Paddington, has returned
to his beloved Platform 1 at London Paddington station.
The Paddington Bear statue was temporarily relocated
from under the clock arch to the other side of the station
when the Elizabeth line opened earlier thisyear. Thiswas
necessary for safety reasons as the statue’s former home
IS now an evacuation route. The much-loved statue,
whichisowned by the Paddington BearshopinThe Lawn
at London Paddington station, has been a mainstay at
the station for many years and has become somewhat of
an attraction for families, fans, and international visitors
alike.

Following calls for this star attraction to be relocated
nearer to his original spot - led by respected property,
travel and lifestyle TV presenter and journalist, Martin
Roberts - Network Rail’s station team sought a new
location and secured a fitting spot next the clock on
Platform 1, much to the delight of Paddington Bear’s
many loyal supporters. Plans are also afoot to secure the
prized Paddington Bear statue an even more prominent
position at London Paddington, with a permanent spot
nearer to the main station concourse.

Susan Evans, Network Rail’s Head of Stations and
Passenger Experience, said: “We are pleased to have

Former Class 508 116 DMS No.
64664 ‘Liwet’ and BDMS No. 64707
‘Labezerin’ now in use with Arlington
Fleet services as barrier vehicles in
Doncaster West Yard.

On October 28th, SB Rail’s No. 928001
buzzes it’s way through Doncaster
working as 6J76 10:29 Doncaster
D.C.ESidingsto Peterborogh Eastfield
Junction.

Paddington bear returns to Platform |

found our beloved Paddington Bear statue a new,
temporary spot pride of place next to the clock on
Platform 1 following Martin’s passionate approach
to us to find the statue an alternative position. The
Paddington Bear statue is synonymous with our London
Paddington station and we are working on identifying
a new prominent permanent position for him nearer to
the main station concourse. This will undoubtedly be
welcome news to the many Paddington Bear supporters
as well as enhancing the experience of our passengers,
particularly those with young children. We look forward
to providing an update on these plans in due course.”

Martin Roberts said: “For years I’'ve made a point of
saying ‘Hello!”” to Paddington whenever I've passed
through the station. | was horrified when | discovered
the location he’d been moved to - by the side of a cafe
in an area used for smoking. And although | learned it
was only temporary it was still a terrible spot for the
thousands of people who come to visit to enjoy their
moments with this special statue to a very special bear.
| vented my outrage with a ‘hard stare’ on social media,
and thousands shared my concerns - including Hugh
Bonneville (who played Mr Brown in the Paddington
films).

Thankfully Network Rail’s station team at London

Paddington were brilliant and took action. I’m over the
moon to see Paddington back where he belongs and |

shall be celebrating with a large marmalade sandwich,
of course!”
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Polos, starting from £14.00 Heavy weight Hoodies starting Softshell, from £27.00 each,
each, minimal order of 3. from £27.50 each, minimal minimal order of 2.
order of 2.

10+

Price:

£11.75

EACH

Gymsacs, starting from We have a broad range of Promotional print T-shirt,
£5.00 each, minimal order of 3. bags, from shoppers, courier £10.50 each minimal order of 2.
bags to messenger bags.

Umbrellas, starting from Branded merchandise, Draw Branded T-shirts starting

£14.00 each, minimal order of 3. bags, mouse mats, coasters. from £8.70 each,
minimal order of 5.

Showing your pride of your organisation, builds awareness and strength in your brand. Get the message out there
consistently with consistent branded apparel. Some of our example pricing, always best to get a bespoke quote.

Morf’s (neckwear), starting
from £9.00 each, minimal
order of 3.

Hi-Vis, starting from £7.50
each, minimal order of 2

10+

Price:

£6.25

EACH

If you are after an item not shown,
please ask, we have a vast range.

Prices shown is example pricing,
Pricing will vary on artwork / design
and quantities.

Standard turn-around time 5-7
days. Prices assume collection
from our Huddersfield Service
Centre. Postage if required
charged at cost.

huddersfield@had-it.co.uk « 01484 500441 « had-print.co.uk

Societies Apparel

Clubs and

0

Did you KnOW - Ken Mumford

Some more of the nations oddities this month:

Wage Review Time!!

RAILWAYMEN'S RATES OF PAY
at Stratford-upon-Avon 1934

POSITION ohape [ maveoreay

Porters 46/- (£2.30)
2 40/- (£2.00)
Guards 1st & 2nd years B | 50/- (£2.50)
3rd & 4th years 55/- (£2.75)
5th year 60/- (£3.00)
6th year 65/- (£3.25)
Signalmen F Class 3 60/- (£3.00)
Class 4 55/- (£2.75)
Class 5 50/- (£2.50)
Class 6 48/- (£2.40)
Permanent Way ' [

Ganger 48/- (£2.40)
Sub-ganger 43 /- (£2.15)
Lengthman or Relayer | 40/- (£2.00)

Drivers |
1st & 2nd years 72/- (£3.60)
3rd & 4th years 78/- (£3.90)
5th year 84/- (£4.20)
6th year onwards | 90/- (£4.50)

Firemen

1st & 2nd years

3rd & 4th years

5th to 10th year
11th year onwards

57/- (£2.85)
63/- (£3.15)
66/- (£3.30)
72/- (£3.60)

Engine Cleaners
prior to performing
313 firing turns

after performing
313 firing turns

—-

Aged 16 and under
Aged 17
Aged 18 and 19
Aged 20 and 21
Aged 22 and over

24/- (£1.20)
30/- (£1.50)
36/- (£1.80)
42/- (£2.10)
48/- (£2.40)

57/- (£2.85)

Shed Labourer

a43/- (£2.15)
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Two pioneering Swanage Railway founders who started
the battle torebuild the Dorset heritage line as university
students in 1972 - just weeks before demolition work
started on lifting the branch track to Wareham - have
returned 50 years later to lay flowers at a memorial to
generations of dedicated railway volunteers.

The sons of Polish immigrants, Andrew Goltz and John
Slobodawere keen 22-yearold railway enthusiasts when
they travelled from London to the disused station in the
village of Corfe CastleduringMay, 1972,andwalked along
the abandoned and rusting tracks just weeks before they
were lifted by demolition contractors working for British
Rail.

SWANAGE RAILWAY FOUNDERS FROM
RETURN TO LAY FLOWERS AT HERITAGE LINE’S

VOLUNTEER MEMORIAL

It was during that inspiring afternoon walk around
the boarded up Victorian station, in the shadow of the
Medieval castle ruins, that the pair decided to form the
Swanage Railway Society to re-open the ten-mile branch
line from Wareham after it had been controversially
closed by British Rail in January, 1972.

Just a few weeks after the Swanage Railway Society was
formedin June, 1972, British Rail quickly lifted the tracks
for scrap with the Society having to fight a determined
four-year battle to be allowed to rebuild the line and
relay the tracks - starting at the disused Swanage station
- so that steam trains could be returned to the Isle of
Purbeck.

Flying in from his home
in Poland to visit Corfe
Castle station 50 years
after that crucial walk
around the abandoned
station that changed
history, and prompted
the start of the Swanage
Railway, Andrew Goltz
said: “It’s very moving
and gut-wrenching to be
back.”

“With the castle ruins
risingabove,CorfeCastle
station had a powerful
magic and | remember
walking  along the
rusting tracks on that
warm early summer day
with John saying the
memorable words: ‘This
is all too attractive to
be allowed to be swept
away for a Corfe Castle

by-pass. We have to save
it” ” he added.

Nowagedinhisearly70s,
John Sloboda travelled
from his London home
to be reunited with his
former student railway
campaigner colleague
at Corfe Castle station,
the pair having been firm friends since their school days
in London during the 1960s.

John explained: “It has been very emotional to see
the difference between what we saw in 1972 and what
we admire today which is a vibrant and loved working
railway to which many people have given the best part
of their lives to make the success that it is today. There
is such a lot of care and love for the Swanage Railway
which is wonderful.”

After being shown around Corfe Castle station by
Swanage Railway Trust chairman Gavin Johns and
Swanage Railway Company chairman Robert Patterson,

197 2

Andrew and John enjoyed a steam train trip to Harman’s
Cross station - between Corfe Castle and Swanage -
to visit a poignant memorial stone paying tribute to
generations of dedicated Swanage Railway volunteers.
Joined by CatherineShaw,agrand-daughterofoneofthe
Swanage Railway Society’s early campaigners - Dorothy
Gosling who retired to Swanage with her husband in
the 1960s - Andrew and John laid flowers at the simple
stone memorial next to a platform at Harman’s Cross,
a station that Swanage Railway volunteers built in the
late 1980s.

Swanage Railway Trust chairman Gavin Johns said: “It
wasvery movingtomeetAndrew Goltzand John Sloboda
because without them - and the other volunteers they
recruited to their campaign 50 years ago - there would
not be the Swanage Railway that so many people
enjoy which contributes £15 million a year to the local
economy.”

Swanage Railway Company chairman Robert Patterson
said: “What the Swanage Railway Society’s dedicated
volunteers achieved, against the odds, shows what the
power of the human spirit can achieve. | pay tribute to
all those volunteers who gave so much over the years to
the Swanage Railway, many of whom are no longer with
us.”

After four years of determined campaigning against the
odds, the Swanage Railway was given aone-year lease of
the disused Swanage station by the town council with a
small group of dedicated volunteers starting restoration
work in February, 1976. Comprising a small industrial
shunting engine and a 1940s Southern Railway carriage,
the first diesel train ran over a few hundred yards of
hand-laid track at Swanage station in the summer of
1979 with steam trains - made up of a small industrial
shunting engine and the single 1940s carriage - starting
operating at Swanage from Easter, 1980.

Photo: Andrew Goltz (seated) and John Sloboda (cap)
at the SR volunteers memorial at Harman’s on October
9th. © ANDREW P.M. WRIGHT
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Followingyearsforcarefuldesignwork,inAugust2021an
order was placed with Howco at Irving to manufacture a
fabricated monobloc for the P2 class locomotive Prince
of Wales. The ‘bloc took a small break from machining
to wow supporters at the recent A1 Steam Locomotive
Trust Annual Convention. Revealed by Chairman, Steve
Davies MBE, Commercial Director, Graeme Bunker and
Engineering Director Ben McDonald, supporters of the
charity were able to appreciate the sheer scale of this
behemoth and see up-close the skilled work that has
gone into the monobloc so far.

P2 Monobloc Preview Delights Donors

Steve Davies commented that, “The construction of the
P2’s 3 cylinder Monobloc constitutes a seminal moment
in the delivery of the locomotive and also represents
a further milestone in the engineering achievements
of railway heritage more broadly. This is an impressive
piece of work and we look forward to mounting it in the
frames”.

To date, the components have been cut and formed, the
fabrication has been welded together and machining is
underway. Whilst the cylinders themselves are nearing
the end of the manufacturing process and the

time is closer to final delivery to Darlington ready to
be united with the frames of No. 2007, fundraising for
this impressive engineering feat continues. Costing in
the region of £250,000, generating further donations
towards this behemoth is vital if we wish to see the P2
steam in 2025.

The remaining work is to shrink fit the cylinder liners
and valve seats then final machining. After which the
whole block will be hydraulically tested to 1.5 times
boiler pressure, which requires many unique covers to
be manufactured and associated fasteners fitted. The

final operation is the application of a high temperature
paint.

We encourage all interested parties to find out more at
alsteam.com/P2monobloc where they can join ‘The
Monobloc Club’ for £1000 in up to 8 payments of £125,
or make a one off contribution of any size at alsteam.
com/P2donation.

Photos: ©A1SLT
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At the recent GIMRA 75th Anniversary Show at
Bicester, Graham Langer, Managing Director of
Accucraft UK Ltd, had the pleasure of handing
over a cheque for £4000 to Steve Davies,
Chairman of The A1 Steam Locomotive Trust.
The funds were raised from sales of Accucraft’s
popular 1:32 scale model of No. 60163 Tornado
which is in addition to the £10,000 already
raised for the Trust from sales of the model and
will be put towards the locomotive’s current
overhaul.

Steve Davies said, “On behalf of the A1 Steam
Locomotive Trust, it always gives me great
pleasure to accept donations and gifts towards
completion of our Gresley P2 Mikado and the

A Model

overhaul of Tornado. On this occasion the
pleasure is significantly enhanced by the fact
the cheque has been so generously donated by
one of my key fellow Trustees, Graham Langer,
through his company Accucraft. Graham
has a powerful track record of making major
donations to ourwork, and this significant sum
adds to the generosity he and his company
have already shown over the years. | extend
the Trust’s considerable gratitude.”

Graham added, “Accucraft UK has supported
the railway heritage movement from the
company’s inception and we are delighted
to be making a further contribution to this
incredible project. We’d like to thank all those

Gauge 1 modellers who bought the model and
thus, indirectly, contributed to the outstanding
work of the Trust.”

Steve Davies was formerly the Director of the
National Railway Museum and the Manchester
Museum of Science and Industry, Graham
Langer is also a Trustee and Director of The Al
Steam Locomotive Trust and has been involved
with the organisation for nearly twenty years.

The Trust is currently building a new LNER P2
2-8-2 based on Gresley’s Cock o’ the North,
named Prince of Wales, which is expected to
be completed during 2024 in Darlington.

Donation from Accucraft

New “P-Way Gang” fundraiser
launched by The Al Steam
Locomotive Trust

By summer 2023, The Al Steam
Locomotive Trust will have a brand
new, purpose-built locomotive works.
Located within the Darlington Railway
Heritage Quarter (DRHQ) and owned by
Darlington Borough Council (funded by
the Council as well as TVCA and Central
Government grants) the £4.5m building
will provide many of the facilities that
the Trust requires for building and
operating our steam locomotives. For
the new building to reach its potential,
The Al Steam Locomotive Trust (A1SLT)
has agreed to contribute to the project.
This will ensure that the site has a main
line rail connection, running track,
inspection pits and more. Such features
will future-proofthe activity of the Trust.
This contribution to the overall scheme
will ensure a long-term home for the
Trust at a ‘Peppercorn’ rent for many,
many years to come.

Therewillbethreephasesforfundraising
by A1SLT, the first for the running line,
allowing movement around the site
and live steam rides. On the eve of the
Stockton and Darlington bicentennial,
the legacy of this project will live on to
ensure the future of new build steam in
Darlington and ensuring that the DRHQ
functions as a live steam destination
for the UK, as well as a national &
international visitor centre. Looking to
raise the initial £75,000, The Al Steam
Locomotive Trust are asking for people
to “Join the P-Way Gang” to cover
materials and the transport of rails and
sleepers.

The Trust’s commitment to their new
premises includes providing & laying
the track for our elements of the site
and ensuring its connection to the

Network Rail infrastructure. To that
end the first delivery of rails arrived at
the Darlington site on Monday October
10th. The Trust negotiated with Network
Rail to buy 3,600m of rails (1,800 linear
metres of track) cascaded from the
Northumberland Line Project renewal
programme, which has delivered the
plain line requirements of the site at a
favourable price. Not wasting any time,
this is in addition to around 1,100m of
sleepers acquired last year which are at
Ferryhill awaiting transferto Darlington.
On top of this, they recently obtained
375 sleepers from Nexus which were
delivered to the site earlier this summer.
Not a moment too soon, as Willmott
Dixon, the DRHQ build contractor, will
be laying the rails into the floor of the
building imminently. Itisforthisreason
that The Trustis asking for supportright
away.

Any contributions to this project are
welcome, but for full “P-Way Gang”
membership the minimum donation is
£500, with £750 sponsoring a full 60ft
rail with the donor’s name going next to
that section on the track plan displayed
in the new building. The Al Steam
Locomotive Trust expects to move to
the new premises in the spring of 2023,
and complete the new P2 class No.2007
Prince of Wales here. New build Al class
No0.60163 Tornado will also be on shed
there for maintenance and stabling
when not operating on the network.
The new works will boast a viewing
gallery and will be linked to the rest of
the DRHQ site, including the current
site of the Head of Steam Museum and
North Road Station, by a footbridge.
The current “Darlington Locomotive
Works” located in the carriage works on
Hopetown Lane, once vacated by the
Trust, will become an exhibition space
within DRHQ.
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