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Railtalk Magazine, a magazine written by the Photographic Contributions

Enthusiast for the Enthusiast. So why not join All Photographic contributions should to be sent
the team. We are always looking for talented to us via email, post or via the members section
photographers and writers to join us at Railtalk. page on our website. Contact addresses are
Be it though pictorial submissions or via a provided above.

written article featuring an event or railtour,

All images should be provided at a resolution of

at least 2400px x 1700px at 240dpi.

we greatly appreciate any contributions to the

magazine however big or small.

Welcome to

Well what a month, a monster
postbag, record temperatures,
various strikes and such variety on
the UK rail network, it certainly isn’t
boring at the moment.

Inthenewsthismonth... Transportfor
London has reached an agreement
with the Government for funding
until 2024.

Commissioner Andy Byford said:
“After weeks of negotiation, we have
reachedagreementwithGovernment
on a funding settlement until March
31st 2024. This agreement, which
was hard won, means that we can
now get on with the job of supporting
London’srecoveryfromthepandemic
- to the benefit of the whole country.
There is no UK recovery without a
London recovery, and no London
recovery without a properly funded
transport network. The agreement
with Government means that across
the funding period, TfL expects to
receivefurtherbasefundingofaround
£1.2bn from Government until March
2024 and gives TfL ongoing revenue
support should passenger numbers
not recover at the rate budgeted,
whichiscrucialatthistimeofongoing
economic uncertainty. It helps us
avoid large-scale cutstoservices,and
means that we will commit £3.6bn to
capital investment over the period,
with around £200m of new capital
funding from Government beyond
previously budgeted sources like
business rates, which were devolved
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to the Mayor in 2017. The agreement
also allows us to increase our asset
renewal programme to help ensure
our network remains reliable, and
means we can restore our ‘Healthy
Streets’ programme, making our
roads safer, and more attractive
for those walking and cycling. The
support offered by Government left
anunfunded gapinourbudget, which
wehavebeenworkinghardtoidentify
how we will fill. This work has made
good progress and we are confident
that we will achieve an outcome
that allows us to balance our budget
and maintain our minimum cash
balance. We will need to progress
with our plans to further modernise
our organisation and make ourselves
even more efficient, and we will still
face a series of tough choices in the
future, but London will move away
from the managed decline of the
transport network. We are grateful
forthe support of both the Mayor and
the Government as we now set out
to continue serving the capital and
investing in safe and reliable services
for the millions of people who need
them.”

Also this month, and once again to
all those who say train travel isn’t
recovering, figures published by The
Department for Transport (DfT) show
that national rail passenger numbers
have reached a post-pandemic
milestone, with 95% of pre-Covid
levels being recorded on August 10th.
This came in a run of seven straight

days, from Saturday August 6th to
Friday August 12th, where 93-95% of
pre-Covid passenger levels were hit
every single day of the week.

Darren Caplan, chief executive of the
Railway Industry Association (RIA),
said:“Given all the industrial action
of recent weeks, and that the month
of August is the traditional summer
seasonwhen many go on holiday, itis
astonishing that we are now getting
95% of pre-Covid passenger levels
reached on the national rail network,
and in a week where over 93% was
recordedeverysingledayoftheweek.
This welcome milestone has been hit
less than six months since pandemic
restrictions started being relaxed,
and is a clear vote of confidence in
UK rail. One must assume itis only a
matter of time before we are back to
100% of pre-Covid levels. Given this,
RIA and our members once again
urge the Treasury and policy-makers
and influencers not to base 30-year
programmes and forecasts for the
future of rail on the abnormal period
of the pandemic, but instead to plan
increased investment for the growth
in capacity we are going to need in
the years ahead.”

Once again, thanks for all the
photos sent in this month, we really
appreciate the time taken to send
them to us. Until next month, stay
safe.

Andy
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Class 37 424 and 66 304 working the 6224 Crewe Coal
Sidingsto Eastleigh withfourwagonsintow pass Worting
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Cheltenham service, during the 40th Anniversary Deltic
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With Thanks

Once again many thanks to

the many people who have
contributed, it really makes our task
of putting this magazine together

a joy when we see so many great
photos.

These issues wouldn’t be possible
without: Ken Abram,

Derek Aldcroft,

Michael J Alderdice, John Alsop,
Steve Andrews, Ray Anslow,

John Balaam,

Christopher Baldwin,

Geoff Barton, Brian Battersby,
Paul Beard, Steven Beesley,
Michael Bennett, Sam Bilner,

Tim Bott, Ben Bucki, lan Callandar,
Keith Chapman, Steve Chapman,
Julian Churchill, Nick Clemson,
John Coleman, Keith Davies,

Brian Dobbs, Steve Donald,
Robert Duff,

Eddie Emmott, Derek Elston,
Mark Enderby, Dave Felton,

Greig Gibson, Paul Godding,

Carl Grocott, John Goodrich,
Richard Hargreaves,

Dave Harris, Jim Haywood,

Brian Hewertson, Paul Hewertson,
Stuart Hillis, Lee Huggins,

Anton Kendall, Keith Hookham,
David Hollowood, Derek Hopkins,
Jasmine Ingham, Colin Irwin,

Jon Jebb, Richard Jones,

Colin Kennington, David Lindsell,
Ken Livermore,

Barry Longson, Michael Lovatt,
Michael Lynam, Kevin McCormick,
Jonathan McGurk,

Phil Martin,

Dave Mather, David Mead,

Chris Morrison, Ken Mumford,
Alan Naylor, Gerald Nicholl,

Jeff Nicholls,

Stuart Parkes,

Andy Parkinson, Dave Peel,

Mark Pichowicz, Colin Pidgeon,
David Pratt, Neil Pugh,

Tim Richardson, Alan Rigby,
Charlie Robbins, Bryan Roberts,
Dennis Rowland, Tim Saunders,
Neil Scarlett, Stephen Simpson,
Alan Sinclair, Gary Smith,

Stewart Smith, Lee Stanford,
Steve Stepney, John Stubbington,
Simon Thomas,

Steve Thompson, Brian Turner,
Allison Twycross.

Tim Ward, David Wood,

Leuan Wood, Shep Woolley and the
guys at RailUK.
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Avanti West

Coast

Climate Change liveried Class 390 121 negotiates the
S bend at Rugeley Trent Valley on August 8th, working
south on the 13:55 Manchester Piccadilly to London
Euston service.

Avanti West Coast opens new round of funding to bring community projects to life

Regions across Avanti West Coast’s route are set to
benefitfromanewroundoffundingdesigned toimprove
stations and create a difference in local communities.
The inter-city operator’s Customer and Communities
Investment Scheme (CCIS) is open for applications for
projects which address regeneration challenges and
tackle social needs across the regions served by Avanti
West Coast. The money will be awarded to the successful
bidders over a one-year period. This latest investment
by Avanti West Coast follows the delivery of community
and charitable initiatives across its network last year,
funded by the previous round of the CCIS. Customers,
stakeholders, and community groups are encouraged to
submit proposals for initiatives which can bring positive
change tocommunities local to the West Coast Main Line
- running between London, Scotland and North Wales.

Submissions could range from schemes aimed at
better integrated journeys to and from stations using
sustainable transport modes, to a community project

that supports good mental wellbeing or connecting
young peoplewithopportunities (education,jobs, skills).
Applications should consider the United Nations’
Sustainable Development Goals - a blueprint to achieve
a better and more sustainable future for all. This plan
helped shape Avanti West Coast’s thinking behind the
CCIS, to create inclusive, prosperous and connected
communities by addressing areas such as poverty,
inequality, and climate change. One beneficiary of the
CCIS was international charity, Railway Children, who
work with street children in India, East Africa and the
UK. They secured funding in July 2021 to employ two
full-time workers in the West Midlands who have been
able to offer support to 182 referrals of young people
identified by British Transport Police as being vulnerable
on the rail network.*

Speaking of how the CCIS has enabled Railway Children
to create a difference, the charity’s UK Programme
Director, Jacqui Highfield, said: “The funding we have

received from Avanti West Coast’s Customer and
Communities Investment Scheme has enabled us to
launchourfourthSafeguardingonTransportProgramme,
this time based in the West Midlands. “After Covid-19 we
could not have imagined being able to take this huge
step forward due to the impact of the pandemic on us
as a charity. When we found out we had been successful
in receiving funding and were able to start reaching and
protecting vulnerable peopleinthe West Midlands it was
a brilliant, exciting opportunity. Without the support
from Avanti West Coast, we would not have been able
to have done this. Thank you!”

Richard Scott, Partnershipsand Strategy Directorat West
Coast Partnership, said: “Since launching our Customer
and Communities Investment Scheme we’ve been able
to work in partnership with more local groups and
organisations to make positive changes in the regions
we serve. We’re keen to build on this, so we’re delighted
to open another round of funding for this scheme.

At Avanti West Coast we connect people and places to
opportunity and this fund will help benefit communities
acrossourroute, whichisespeciallyimportantassociety
faces challenging times. “We hope the success of
previous projects will inspire others to submit their
ideas. We would love our customers, stakeholders and
community groups to bid for a share of the funding, so
we can supportinitiatives that matter to them and make
a difference to our stations, as well as the regions we
serve.”

Rail Minister, Wendy Morton, said: “Our railway offers
more than just a service to travel on. It connects people
and places, builds up local communities and provides
opportunities for growth. As we continue striving
towards creating a transport network which is safe and
accessible for all, Avanti’s Customer and Communities
Investment Scheme is just one of the brilliant ways our
railwayis goingabove and beyondtherealmsoftravel,to
tackle regeneration challenges and social needs across
the UK.
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Chiltern

Railways

Class 168 110 sits ready to work
the 11:42 service from Oxford to
Marylebone on August 23rd.

Legendary railway pioneer honoured with statue at London Marylebone station

On August 30th, a nine-foot bronze statue and plinth
of railway pioneer Adrian Shooter CBE was unveiled at
London Marylebonestation.Adrian Shooter,who started
hiscareerwith BritishRailin1970,isconsideredoneofthe
leading architects of the modern railway, and the tribute
recognises his huge contributions and accomplishments
to passenger and freight services. Shooter is a fellow
of the Royal Academy of Engineering, the Institution
of Mechanical Engineers and of the Chartered Institute
of Transport. He has worked at and led maintenance
depots throughout the country, managed London St.
Pancras station and held various senior positions within
the industry. Adrian is especially famed as the founder
of Chiltern Railways and the Chairman of DB Regio UK,
which later became known as Arriva Rail.

More recently he has been chairman of Vivarail, a
company which is leading the way with battery powered
trains, having introduced the UK’s first diesel/battery
hybrids for TfW in North Wales. Now working on several
battery train projects including, with GWR, introducing
a regular timetabled battery train service in West

London later this year. He is also chairman of SLC Rail
which has built on the Chiltern track record of building
privately funded rail infrastructure. The statue, which
was crowdfunded by current industry leaders and close
associates of Adrian was unveiled in front of 100 guests
with a keynote speech by ex-Transport Secretary The
Rt Hon Lord McLoughlin CH PC and a thank you from
Adrian himself.

Adrian Shooter CBE commented: “| feel very honoured
to be recognised by the industry in this way. However,
| accept this honour only on the condition that it
recognisesthe amazingeffortsofthe hundreds of railway
men and women who | have worked with. All | ever did
was create the vision, hire the very best people and then
helpthemtodotheirbest. They,not me, were the people
who delighted our passengers. They had to work in all
weathers and run a safe railway wherever the problems.
Some of them relieved me of the tedium of negotiating
and implementing the many over complicated legal
agreements we have been saddled with. It has been a
very real pleasure to see so many people grow in

confidence and help create a bigger and much better
railway supported by private sector investment. Today,
however, is about the future. A group of us are preparing
a proposition which we will present to the new Prime
Minister next week. It will note that therailway hasavery
large contribution to make in terms creating wealth for
the nation and go on to say that the private sector has a
very significant ability to make this happen. We will

set out what needs to be done. A vital component being
having management locally delighting customers and
managing costs and revenues.”

In addition to the statue unveiling, Chiltern Railways
arranged for Adrian’s favourite train to be on site and
named as ‘Adrian Shooter CBE’. The diesel train number
168 001 was the first train purchased by Chiltern as a
private sectoroperator,and also thefirsttrainordered by
any of the private sector railway operators after railway
privatisation in the mid-1990s, Adrian’s family helped
with the unveiling of the train named after him.

Richard Allan, current Managing Director of Chiltern
Railways, said: “It was a great privilege and honour to
host today’s special event at Marylebone station. Adrian
remains well-known and extremely well thought of
within Chiltern; the statue and train naming are a fitting
tribute to Adrian and his many achievements overalong
and distinguished career.”

Private and personal contributions were raised from
more than 40 organisations and individuals to fund the
production of the statue, made by Industrial Heritage
Stronghold. In addition, thousands of pounds were
raised for the Motor Neurone Disease Association a

life shortening and currently uncurable condition
affecting the communication between the brain, nerves
and muscles and affecting a person’s movement and
mobility. Alongside personal contributions, corporate
donations were offered from Angel Trains, Central
Japan Railway Company, Chiltern Railways, Denton
UK & Middle East LLP, Eversheds Sutherland, Eversholt
Rail, Landmark Hotel, Key Publishing, Network Rail,
Porterbrook and SLC Rail.
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Colas Rail

Class 56 302 ‘Peco the Railway
Modeller’ispicturedstabledunusually
at the north end of Doncaster station
on August 27th, due to engineering
work.

SRSA COMPLETE CHEPSTOW VIADUCT WITH CARBON-POJSITIVE APPROACH

The South Rail Systems Alliance (SRSA)
have recently completed the overhaul
of track passing over Chepstow Viaduct
using carbon-friendly sleepers. With the
construction programme planned over
two weeks, the Bristol division was tasked
with replacing 502m of life-expired track.
Situated across the River Wye in the Welsh
borough of Gwent, Chepstow Viaduct is a
Grade Il listed structure as it was designed
by legendary engineer, Isambard Kingdom
Brunel in 1852.

This included the installation of carbon-
friendly Fibre Reinforced Polymer (FRP)
sleepers, similar to the sleepers installed at
Sherrington Viaduct in the Wessex region
in 2021. These sleepers are lighter, provide
a circular economy (meaning they have
a 50-year life expectancy) and produce
significantly less carbon to manufacture

compared to the concrete and timber
equivalents.

With the viaduct located over a river in
extremely restrictive working conditions, a
safety boat was drafted in across all shifts
to ensure our site staff remained safe.

Other safety mitigations in place included
hydration stations and fire preventative
measures such as extinguishers available
across the site due to the programme
of works taking place over the summer
heatwave.

The team also had to protect a medium
pressure gas main running throughout the
site to ensure that the gas supply remained
undisturbed for the local community.

Using our trusted supply chain we enlisted
thehelpof7RoadRailVehicles,2engineering
trains and 2 Tampers to use throughout the
programme.

Due to the limited dead load capacity of the
structure, the SRSA design team increased
the shallow ballast depth to a compliant
layer to enable mechanical maintenance
post renewal, thus reducing boots-on-
ballast time for future maintenance.

The 14-day blockade was completed
successfully, on budget and without
incident. The SRSA is comprised of Colas
Rail, Network Rail and AECOM, an alliance
createdtodelivera portfolio of works across
the southernregion of the UK over a 10-year
period.
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Class 66 127 in patched ex-EWS livery with www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 71

the 6C75 10:55 Immingham Bulk Terminal -
Scunthorpe BSC approaches New Barnetby

Drax Group backs DB Cargo UK’s ‘Freight Belongs

The UK’s leading producer of renewable energy has
thrown its full weight behind DB Cargo UK’s ‘Freight
Belongs on Rail’ campaign. Drax Group, which operates
sustainable biomass, hydro-electric and pumped hydro
storage assets across four sites in England and Scotland,
has called for more capacity on the network and for rail
freight to be given a higher priority when allocating train
paths.

Drax Power Station near Selby, North Yorkshire, has
invested heavily in rail freight, importing around 7.5
million tonnes of sustainable biomass pellets each year.
DB Cargo UK currently operates around 60 trains per
week - around 3,000 trains every year - into the site,
carrying biomass pellets predominantly from Associated
British Ports’ site at Immingham.

level crossing on August 11th.

Plant Director Bruce Heppenstall said rail freight was a
much safer and sustainable method of transporting the
pellets than road, taking some 192,000 HGVs off the UK’s
already congested road network each year.

“We firmly believe that freight belongs on rail, and the
more product that can be transported by rail the better.
It is safer, more predictable and reliable than road,” he
said.

“Anything that can be done to stretch the capacity of the
network would be welcomed by Drax Group,” he added.

DB Cargo UK’s Chief Sales Officer Roger Neary said: “Drax
Group produces 6% of the UK’s total energy needs and
17% of its renewable electricity needs.

on Rail’ campaign

“Every train that we operate in to Drax
Power Station carries enough product to
power a city the size of York for a day. It’s
a vast operation and one we’re very proud
to be a part of,” he added.

“Rail freight is already a well-established
and important part of Drax’s supply
chain, which is growing year-by-year.
What we need now is for Government to
truly recognise the value of rail freight by
setting a target for modal shift that will
drive further investment in the industry,”
said Roger.
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)

A pair of Scotrail HSTs are seen at Aberdeen on
August 12th with power cars Nos. 43176 on the
left and the erstwhile 43179 ‘Pride of Laira’ on
the right.

A

Class 334 034 is seen at a rainy Dumbarton
Central arriving with 2H57 16:21 Edinburgh to
Helensburgh Central on August 22nd.

h 4

Class 381 268 arrives at Garscadden working
the2L1108:33from Larkhallto Dalmuirservice.
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Network Rail’s MPV Nos. DR98955
and DR98905 working 3Z17 Kings
Norton to Kings Norton pass through
Wellington on August 25th.

Greater Anglia using new software to reduce
delays caused by train faults

Greater Anglia is using a new hi-tech software tool which
helps get trains fixed quickly if faults occur during journeys
to reduce delays to customers. The software - a decision
support tool - is used by technicians in the company’s
control centre in Romford if a driver rings in to say there
is a fault on their train and describes the problem. The
technicians use the intuitive software to click through to a
set of questions relating to the symptoms of the problem
that is being described to them. The software then
identifies, in an easy step-by-step way, the actions to get
the train on the move again. A countdown timer within the
software automatically starts running - counting down
from ten minutes to zero, giving a clear indication of when
further action needs to begin, such as isolating systems to
get the train on the move again. The software, developed
by IQM Software, receives information from both Greater
Anglia and the Stadler team who look after the company’s
Intercity, Stansted Express and regional bi-mode trains,
aboutanynewissuesorfaultswhichdeveloptogetservices
on the move even quicker in the future.

Martin Beable, Greater Anglia’s engineering director, said:
“This software has been key in ensuring that if issues do
occur on our trains, the myriad key actions and steps that

need to be taken can be completed as quickly as possible
totry and get the train on the move. We’ve worked with our
Stadler colleaguesin ensuring all the relevant information
is captured after each incident and that is put into the
decision support tool, so it’s as effective and useful as
possible. Soon we’ll be introducing it for our Alstom-built
commuterfleetofnewtrainstoo.Weareproudthatourteam
have been able to use this tool to help reduce our delays
per technical incident to levels that most train operators
only aspire to achieve. Our new trains are improving our
punctuality and reliability. They travel between 120,000 to
200,000 miles a year and like any machine with moving
parts they do sometimes develop faults, but this software
is helping us to keep delays to customers to a minimum.”

Thibaut Decré, IQM Software’s head of strategy, said:
“It has been great to work with Greater Anglia in their
effort to double down on improving essential software
to their operation, including our system: TEAM. Working
with a team with such a clear vision and quick decision
making allows us to quickly achieve great results, and
we’re looking forward to remaining a strategic partner for
Greater Anglia’s digital strategy.” All of the company’s old
trains will be removed from service by summer 2023.

Fares Advice with raituk

This month more questions and answers on the
complex ticketing system of Britain’s Railways.

Ticket routed *via XXX* - mandatory
route or permitted option?

Q: Looking to head down from Manchester to London
in a few weeks to take in a Saturday matinee, then
onwards to Reading overnight.

If | were to buy an off-peak return from Manchester
to Reading via London, and break my journey on the
outbound, would this be a *mandatory* routing on
the return also, oris the “via London” just opening up
that (more expensive) option as a route choice?

Sowould I be abletoreturndirect on a XCservice from
Reading to Manchester the following day?

I’'ve had asimilarthoughton Manchesterto Edinburgh
in the past - is the more expensive “via York” ticket
mandatory to travel both ways via York, or is the
(cheaper) route via Carlisle still an option with that
ticket depending on service times etc?

A: If there is a cheaper fare with another route, you
are entitled to travel on that alternative route without
paying anything extra - this is because the NRCoT sets
out the ‘consequences’ for travelling on a route not
permitted by your ticket - namely that you must pay
the difference to the cheapest valid fare for the route
you’vetravelled. Ifthatdifference is negative then there
is nothing to pay and so it’s de facto valid.

In practice, this means that you will generally be better
offbuying the cheaperfareandthenobtainingachange
of route excess for the leg of your journey where you
take the more expensive route.

In this particular instance, one of the permitted
routes between Manchester and London is to travel
via Reading. Therefore, if you are prepared to stick to
XC for the way back, you would be better off buying
a Manchester to London return and using the return
portion via Reading. This would cost less than buying
a ‘not via London’ return to Reading and obtaining a
change of route excess for the outward portion - even
once you account for the value of the cross-London
transfer you would have included for free with the +via
London portion.

Removal of Anytime returns in
favour of Day returns - rip off?

Q: I regularly travel from Bristol Temple Meads to my
parents just north of Cardiff for a weekend, travelling
on the Friday and returning on the Sunday. The last
time | did this trip at the end of April (and every time
| have done this journey over the last few years) |
was able to buy an Anytime Return ticket which cost
£25. Looking for this weekend now, that is no longer
available.

The Trainline tries to sell me a return from Bristol to
Cardiff and a single form there up the valleys and
another single back down to Cardiff for £34.10. GWR
try to sell me two advance tickets for £34.80. Or |
could buy an anytime return from Bath Spa instead
costing £34.50 and just start / end at Bristol instead.
Am | seriously expected to now have to pay a third
more for the same journey??

A:ltdoeslookliketheAnytimeReturnhasbeenabolished
on that flow as from September 3rd. It’s rather bizarre,
seeing as an Anytime Return is still available to Cardiff
and even as far as Taffs Well.

There are many journeys of intermediate length which
should have both day and period returns, peak and
off-peak. Having any of this combination missing will

unduly disadvantage someone, and is therefore a rip-
off.

It seems a bit unfriendly to restrict tickets to Bristol
Airport (which includes a bus from Bristol Temple
Meads) like this.

Ticket Advice for All

Advice on rail ticketing is available on railforums.
co.uk in the ‘Fares, Tickets & Routeing’ section. We
believethisto bethebestsource of UKrailfares advice
available anywhere, as we have a team of people who
are familiar with the complex rail fares system who
can help you. Never pay over the odds again, and ask
us if you need help! See you there!
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Frinton station roof and canopies restored with help from Railway Heritage Trust

Frinton-on-Sea rail station has received a makeover
thanksto restoration work carried out by Greater Anglia.

The train operator has invested £200,000 in the scheme
with a further £50,000 of funding being provided by the
Railway Heritage Trust to give the Victorian structure a
new lease of life.

Theworksincludedtherepairand restoration of the roof
and canopy, the installation of new decorative ‘dagger
boards’ to the canopy and repainting of the support
structures in heritage colours, in line with the station’s
designation as a ‘heritage station’. Old guttering and
downpipes have also been replaced.

Derek Elston

Greater Anglia’s Asset Management Director, Simone
Bailey,said, “We arevery gratefulto the Railway Heritage
Trust for their help and support in restoring Frinton-on-
Sea station, to conserve its unique features for future
generations to enjoy and to improve and protect the
building, makingit fit for usein the 21st Century. | would
like to thank customers and the Frinton community for
their patience while this work was carried out.”

Tim Hedley-Jones, Executive Director of the Railway
Heritage Trust, said, “We are very pleased to have
supported Greater Anglia with a grant to help with the
restoration work undertaken.

“We are especially pleased with the
reinstatement of dagger boards to the
canopy at this historic Victorian station.
This project demonstrated excellent co-
operation between Greater Anglia and
the Railway Heritage Trust, but we are
also grateful to The Frinton and Walton
Heritage Trust for providing historic
photographs.”

Right: New dagger boards to the station
canopy and fresh paintwork in heritage
colours. © Greater Anglia
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Carrying Northern livery but EMR branding
sees Class 156 422 depart from Crewe on
August 27th working the 09:11 to Newark
Castle.

GTR donate 1,000th abandoned bike for new
life in South London

With a vanload delivered to Community Cycleworks in
Southwark, South London, Govia Thameslink Railway
(GTR) have now donated over 1,000 bikes abandoned
at stations to charity recycling schemes.

GTR have been making donations for two years, since
the Covid pandemic prevented the auction sales of the
bikes. Thetrainoperatorbegantolookfororganisations
who could make use of the hundreds of bikes, many in
surprisingly good condition, left at stations each year.

They currently make regular donations by the vanload
to six charity partners, based across the rail network
from Huntingdon to the south coast. The charities all
run bike recycling schemes and promote cycling as a
sustainable way to travel and a healthy activity.

The company also worked with local authorities and
NHS Trusts to donate bikes to NHS workers during
lockdown.

GTR has now delivered 85 bikes to Community
Cycleworks since the partnership was set up in April
2021. Working with Southwark schools and youth clubs,
the charity runs ‘Build a Bike’ courses in which local
children learn to refurbish a donated bike over a four-
lesson programme. The participants then get to keep
the bike they fixed, for themselves or a family member.
Cycleworks also lead rides for children to build cycling
skills, which along with their new maintenance and
repair skills make them more confident and safer
cyclists.

Chris Fowler, Customer Services Director for Southern,
said: “It’s fantastic to be working with Community
Cycleworks and our other partners to promote healthy,
green transport by extending the life of previously
unwanted bikes. Cycleworks are making these bikes
roadworthy and safe for young, deserving new owners,
at the same time giving them the skills to make the best
long-term use of them. By encouraging young people
to cycle and look after their bikes we’re creating lasting
benefits for their future.”

Stewart Vanns, Founder/Director of Community
Cycleworks, said: “We are gratefulto GTR for supporting
more people into cycling with the donation of bikes.
Before our partnership, our flow of donations was
‘patchy’. Now we have a regular delivery from GTR we
are able to provide a more timely service to people that
sign up for our ‘Build a Bike’ scheme.

“These bikes go to local people, families, or children,
who may otherwise struggle to afford a bike. Once
riding, people then have access to our support services
and drop-in Bike Fix to help them maintain and repair
their bikes in the future.

“Thanks too to Vistry Partnership, our other partner
who kindly covers the mechanics’ worktime.”

Pictured (left to right): Hayley Whitehorn, Community
Cycleworks Workshop Manager; Kevin Bell, GTR
Facilitiesteam;JohnnyMarcher,CommunityCycleworks
volunteer. ©GTR
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Class 73965 and 73964 working a Derby - Crewe
test train pass Shotton High Level.

Class 31 No. 97 205 (31 163) is seen enroute to
Nemesis Rail at Burton on Trent from Chinnor
for repairs.

Redundant GTR computers to transform students’ lives in Malawi

Govia Thameslink Railway (GTR) are donating 600
redundantcomputersto TheTuring Trust,thelTrecycling
and education charity.

The donation and refurbishment of the mini desktop
computers will enable thousands of children to learn
computing skills, while saving over 160 tonnes of carbon
emissions that would otherwise have been created by
the manufacture of new computers.

Whilst GTR are replacing the outdated desktops because
they no longer support the latest software that the
company needs to use, they are potentially invaluable
for organisations such as charities and schools who
cannot afford the IT equipment they need.

The train operator delivered the first batch of 70
desktops to the Trust’s workshop in August. GTR’s IT
team first removed all data and reinstalled the original
operating system. The Trust will now wipe the donated
equipmentsecurelyto UKGovernmentstandards, before
undertaking any refurbishment and repairs needed, and
then ship the fully working equipment to recipients in
need.

Most of GTR’s donation is expected to be passed on to
schools in Malawi, where The Turing Trust has been
working since 2016. Just six years ago, only three per
cent of Malawian schools had even a single computer.
Now, thanks to the Trust’s programme, over 80 per cent
ofschoolsinthenorthofthe countryhavethetechnology
for children to learn computing skills.

Some of the donation will go to support communities in
theUK.GTRwerekeentolinkupwiththeTrustagainsince
they worked together last November. With the Trust’s
help, the company donated 80 old Android tablets to a
charity helping homeless and excluded people gain the
computing skills to create CVs and apply for jobs.

James Turing, Founder
of the Trust, said: “We’re
delighted to receive this
fantastic donation from
Govia Thameslink Railway
which will help us to do
so much in the coming
months. Thanks to their
donation, 10,800 students
will be able to learn vital IT
skills.

“Beyond this the
environmental impact
from their donation will
offset 168 tonnes of CO2
emissions, which is the
equivalent of planting
420 trees, or offsetting the
annualcarbonfootprintsof
17 Britons. The embodied
energy savings created
are also enough to power
41 UK homes for a year as
well. Thank you so much

to the whole team at Govia Thameslink Railway for
making all of this possible!”

Aidan Shanahan, GTR’s Head of IT, said: “We’re delighted
to be able to work with The Turing Trust to make such
a life-changing difference for so many people, by giving
old equipment asecond life. Thedemand for refurbished

computersis so high that the 600 units we’re donating is
adropintheocean,soweencourage otherorganisations
with redundant kit to work with the Trust so it can be re-
used securely with such lasting and valuable impact.”
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Colas Track Machine No. DR73920 working 6J81
Bristol (Kingsland Road) to Didcot Fuelling Point
heads through Swindon on August 23rd.

Long, hot summer means major changes to

trains on the West of England line in Dorset

and Wiltshire as dried-out soil takes its toll
on tracks

Major changes to train services on the West of
England main line west of Salisbury have had to
be made after a 4-mile long speed restriction was
put in place between Gillingham and Tisbury,
in Dorset and Wiltshire. The South of England
has endured its driest July since 1936, as well as
the hottest temperatures ever recorded, and the
impact has now been felt on the railway. Sections
of railway built on clay-based soil, including those
around Gillingham, have dried out so badly that
they have shrunk, leaving the track on top uneven
and dangerous to run trains at full speed. It is likely
that the speed restriction will remain in place until
October, as engineers must wait for the soil to
regain some of its moisture before a repair can be
carried out.

Network Rail’'s Head of Track Engineering for
Southern Region, Colum Cavanagh, said: “We call
this problem Soil Moisture Deficit and although we
encounter issues with it most summers, this year
has been absolutely unprecedented. We came into
the hot season with our track in the best condition
it’s ever been in, and yet now - late August - the
soils around Gillingham have dried so badly the
track is only able to take trains running at 40mph,
down from 80mph.

Normally we would take a piece of kit called a
tamperin and sort the track out, a bit like shaking a
duvetandgettingitflatagain. Thisyearthe problem
is so bad that the soil is still shrinking and it’s going
to be some weeks until it has stabilised enough for
us to do the work to bring line speeds back up to

normal. We’re very grateful for everyone’s patience
aswe knowthechangestotrainsmustbefrustrating,
but the changes are there to keep everyone safe.”

Train services have had to be amended as the line
is single — so no trains can pass each other - and
trains are taking double the normal length of time
to run between Gillingham and Tisbury.

Claire Mann, SWR’s Managing Director said: “After
two weeks of delays and short-notice changes to
our services, this decision to introduce a revised
timetable will allow us to run a resilient service
and at least provide certainty to our customers in
the West of England. | am sorry to all those whose
journeys will be affected as we wait for weather
conditions to improve so Network Rail can safely
remove the speed restriction.”

Mr Cavanagh added: “Based upon a recent
reconstructionofaclayembankmentatEdenbridge
in Kent, if we were to rebuild all 6,000 of our clay
embankments with modern materials, it could
cost anywhere between £15bn to £20bn and take
decades to complete. We need to manage with
what we’ve got and should summers like this one
become the norm, we will need to change the way
we work to reflect that. Unfortunately, the people
who built the railway to Gillingham in 1859 didn’t
realise the impact they would have on us 160 years
later building their railways on clay soil.”
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Posters created by students at Southend Adult Community College are on
display at Southend Victoria rail station to highlight the summer exhibition
at the nearby Southend Central Museum.

Twenty-five students from college’s Digital Photography and Advanced
Sculpture and Pottery courses were given a guided tour of the museum
which inspired them to create their own art works.

TheyteamedupwiththeEssexand South SuffolkCommunityRail Partnership
to transform theirwork into postersto help promote the museum and attract
visitors who arrive in Southend by rail.

Art work on display at Southend Victoria rail station

helps to highlight town’s museum

Catherine Gaywood, Community Rail Partnership Officer, said, “The posters
look great at the rail station and are a great advert for the skills the students
have acquired on their courses and will also raise awareness of the fantastic
museum which is only a two-minute walk from the rail station. A trip to the
museum is a fun experience for all the family and it’s so easy to reach by train
which means you can leave the car behind and get there in a more relaxed
and environmentally friendly way.”

The museum’s summer exhibition is ‘Wunderkammer - Southend’s Cabinet
of Curiosities’, an immersive exhibition highlighting the stories of early
collectors including one of the earliest female collectors, Isabella d’Este,

and also features objects from the collection of Charles Nicholson, who was
born in Hadleigh. It is at the museum until 3 October 2022.

Southend Central Museum also houses a permanent exhibition called ‘The
PrincelyBurial’,displayingartefactsfromtheamazingdiscovery at Prittlewell
in 2003 of a burial chamber that turned out to be the earliest dated Anglo-
Saxon princely burial in England.

Network Rail delivers multi-million-pound package of improvements along East Coast Main Line

and Northern City Line over the August Bank Holiday

Over the August Bank Holiday, Network Rail delivered
a package of improvements worth over £2.8m to bring
better, more reliable journeys for passengers between
Hitchin and London terminals. Progress was made on
the East Coast Digital Programme, with 56 new cabinets
installed to house the equipment needed to support a
digital railway in the future. The once-in-a-generation
programme will eventually see traditional signals
removed from the side of the track and replaced with
innovative digital signalling technology.

Installing this important infrastructure now will set the
route up for an advanced new operating system, which
will allow for continuous in-cab communication with
train drivers by 2025 on the East Coast Main Line.

Toufic Machnouk, Network Rail’s Industry Partnership
Director for Digital Railway, said: “Working with our
partners to deliver this brilliant progress over the bank
holiday takes us closer to running a more resilient,
greener, future-proofed railway for passengers. The East
Coast Digital Programme will transform the way that
trains move along the East Coast Main Line using digital
trail control technology. We are using industry-wide
expertise and innovation to install, test and eventually
operate a better railway for people. I'd like to thank
passengers for their support and patience while we
delivered this work.”

The redundant footbridge and ticket office at New
Southgate station were also successfully removed over
the weekend, completing the transition to a relocated
ticket office for Great Northern passengers. On the
NorthernCity LinenearDrayton Park,teamsrepairedand
renewed over 300 metres of overhead line equipment to
boost reliability, reduce the need for future maintenance
and help more trains to run on time.

Great Northern and Thameslink Customer Services
Director, Jenny Saunders said: “The work Network Rail is
doing will help create the railway of the future, providing
more reliable services for our passengers and, on the
East Coast Main Line, the potential for more frequent
services in the future.

“More testing will be taking place on the Northern City
Line on September 4th and 18th, as well as October 9th
so please check how your service may be affected by
visiting National Rail Enquiries’ online journey planner.
We’re really grateful for your patience.”

Work on the East Coast Digital Programme will continue
on Sunday September4th and 18th,aswellason Sunday
October9th. Thiswillmean no serviceswillbe ableto run
on the Northern City Line on these dates. Trains which
usually run to and from Moorgate will be diverted into
King’s Cross
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Onthe GreatOrme Tramway, CarNo. 4
climbsthelastlegofthe lowersection
withaservicefromLlandudno,August
13th.

Welsh slate on the move as a second revenue-
generating freight route opens up in North Wales

Welsh slate aggregate is being transported to Luton via
rail freight for the first time ever, thanks to a joint initiative
between Network Rail, construction materials company
Breedon, and the Welsh Government. The Llandudno
Junction freight yard, which hadn’t been used for several
years, was brought back to life following extensive work at
the site. Vegetationremoval, track repairs and refurbishment
of the points — which allow trains to swap between tracks -
have enabled trains to enter and leave the yard.

The first freight train to leave Llandudno Junction freight
yard departed in July, carrying 22 wagons filled with slate
aggregate from local quarries for the journey to Luton in
south-eastEngland.Eachfreighttrainremovesapproximately
76 lorries from the roads, reducing carbon emissions and
congestions while making the air we breathe cleaner.

The Welsh Government has provided match funding to
Breedon Group fortheenhancementsatLlandudno Junction
freight sidings via the Freight Facilities Grant scheme. The
scheme is available to encourage modal shift where there
are environmental benefits from removing HGVs from roads
across Wales-upt0250,000tonnes of slate waste aggregates
is expected to be moved by rail each year from the site

Jess Lippett, senior regional freight manager at Network Rail
said: “Rail freight is a vital part of our infrastructure,

providing a fast, green, safe and efficient way of transporting
goods. We’ve worked closely with our partners at Breedon
and in Welsh Government to get Llandudno Junction open
for business, ensuring that we can carry slate aggregates
by rail and therefore reducing the number of lorries on the
road and cutting carbon emissions. The recent slate loading
represents the second revenue-earning freight flow to
commence on the North Wales coast-line in recent months -
showing how we can work together to have a positive impact
on the environment and the economy.”

Andy Roberts, General Manager at Breedon’s Welsh Slate
Business said “Breedon are delighted to have worked with
Welsh Government to develop a high quality freight facility
in North Wales. This will allow slate aggregate to be delivered
across the UK in a sustainable manner and remove truck
movements from the A55.”

John Smith, chief executive officer at GB Railfreight said:
“We’re delighted to be transporting Welsh slate from
Llandudno. It is encouraging to see the Government and the
private sector come together to enable a service that will
transport key construction materials, create employment
opportunities and drive local growth. This new service will
demonstrate the commercial, environmental and safety
benefits of transporting goods by rail freight.”



Final phase restoration of Barmouth Viaduct to be split, reducing passenger disruption as it
benefits from additional repairs

Network Rail has confirmed the Grade I1* listed viaduct
will be open for busy October half term and Christmas
period - with extra work planned to secure the vital rail
link’s future for generations to come. The final stage of
refurbishment - originally planned to take place in one
go this autumn - will be split across the next two years,
to reduce the impact on rail services, the community
and local economy. As well as upgrading the metallic
elements of the Grade 11" listed bridge and laying new
track, the additional repairs will include strengthening
work to the north abutments and further upgrades of
some of the timber elements. These repairs weren’t part
of the original restoration plan but engineers working
on the 154-year-old bridge during phases one and two
found it to be in a much worse condition than originally
anticipated. The work to refurbish the iconic railway
structureisthe biggest and most ambitiousinits history.

Nick Millington, interim route director for Network Rail
Wales and the Borders said: “We know how important

Barmouth Viaduct is for passengers and communities
along the Cambrian Coast and this once-in-a-lifetime
restoration will protect it for future generations.
Undertaking additional repairs on top of upgrading the
metallicelementswillensurethisvitalraillink willremain
safe for passengers, the local community and tourists
for many years to come. We’ve carefully planned our
work to avoid the busy summer season when tourism
in Barmouth and the local area is at its height. We've
also decided to take two shorter closures of the line this
autumn, which means we can reopen the railway for the
school half term and the Christmas period.”

This autumn, the railway will be closed between
Machynlleth and Pwllheli for five weeks from 8pm on
Sunday September 11th to Saturday October 15th. It will
then reopen forfourweeks, including halfterm, and then
close from 8pm on Sunday November 13th and reopen
in time for the Christmas period on Saturday December
10th. Dates for working on the viaduct during 2023 are
still being finalised.

Network Rail will be taking advantage of the autumn
closure to deliver further major upgrades elsewhere
along the Cambrian Line including laying new track at
Felga Fach and Pwllheli Station.

As well as the works at Barmouth, repairs will also be
undertaken to seven other viaducts on the line; Dovey,
Artro, Traeth Mawr, Leri and Cottage viaducts.

ColinLea, TransportforWales’Planningand Performance
Director, said: “We’re pleased to see Network Rail are
safeguardingthefuture oftheiconicviaductatBarmouth
and the wider Cambrian Coast route through substantial
track and bridge works all along the line this Autumn.
This investment sits alongside our own in transforming
services throughout Wales and Borders, including brand
new trains for the Cambrian Coast in the years to come.

“Services will be disrupted while the work takes place
but, working closely with Network Rail, we have been
able to agree to reopen the line for four weeks from

mid-November - which was not possible during last
Autumn’s works. High quality replacement bus services
will operate in place of trains and it’s important to check
before you travel. You can do this on the TfW website
www.tfw.wales, our social media channels or on the TfW

app.”

Network Rail and contractors, Alun Griffiths, are working
hard to maintain the viaduct’s magnificent appearance
by replacing the timber and metallic elements on a like-
for-like basis.

Network Rail has been working closely with Cadw,
Gwynedd County Council, Transport for Wales and
others over several years to develop plans to upgrade
the bridge.

Photo: Barmouth Viaduct.© Dominic Vacher
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Class 67 007 is seen stabled at
Kidderminster on September 3rd,
during the Severn Valley Railway’s
‘Purple’ event.

NetworktamperNo.DR73116isseen atRugeley Trent
Valley on August 8th, working an STP 08:15 Rugby
North TC via Crewe and return. It completed 2 round
trips in 8 hours.

Turn back Tyne: Multi-million-pound scheme
to protect railway in North East from river
erosion gets underway

A major investment to protect the railway from
erosion by the River Tyne and allow a popular
footpath to reopen has begun in August.

River erosion has caused a section of Keelman’s
Way Footpath in Wylam, which runs next to the
railway, to collapse meaning it’s had to close for
safety reasons. To prevent further deterioration
which could impact on the rail route between
Wylam and Clara Vale, Network Rail are carrying
out work to install a defence against erosion.

The £3.1 million project will see rock armour
installed, as well as reinstating a slope on the
embankment. This will protect the railway from
erosion and make sure that services can run
reliably and safely for years to come. The scheme
will also mean that this section of the popular
walking route can reopen once more.

Teams from Network Rail have begun work to
install a compound on site, with the bulk of the
work set to begin in late August. The work will not
cause any disruption to train services, and the

project is expected to complete in February 2023.

Jonny Ham, Lead Portfolio Manager for Network
Rail, said: “This important investment will protect
therailway betweenWylam and ClaraVale,making
sure it can keep trains running safely and reliably
for future years. We’re pleased to be working with
local stakeholders and environmental experts to
deliver this intricate project. The work will also
mean this section of Keelman’s Way Footpath can
reopen, which we know will be well used by the
community.”

Liz Twist, MP for Blaydon, said: “The Keelman’s
Way footpath and the railway line are really
important links for my constituents in Clara Vale,
Crawcrook and beyond. Getting the project to this
stage has been a great example of collaborative
working between local ward Councillors, Network
Rail, Gateshead Council, the Environment Agency
and many other people and organisations. | would
like to thank the Network Rail team for their work
on resolving this issue.”
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The Gloucester and Warwickshire’s Baguley
Drewry Inspection Caris pictured in thesidings,
at Winchombe August 19th.

Network Rail stoneblower No. DR80208 passes
through Northampton running as 6U28 09:10
Walsall Tamper Sidings to Ashford Crane Depot
on August 11th.

Network Rail completes £ 1.8m improvement programme on Mallaig Line

Network Rail has completed a £1.8 million programme
of work that will improve the resilience of the railway
on the Mallaig line at Lochailort in the West Highlands.
Starting in February of this year, the work delivered by
Network Rail and supply chain partner QTS followed on
from previous activity undertaken at this location in the
summer of 2020 - when severe weather caused flash
floods that washed away 80 metres of railway.

The initial phase of the improvement work involved
installing a new concrete drainage tunnel, or culvert,
next to the existing Allt na Criche bridge that carries the
Allt na Criche burn under the railway.

Engineers removed 800 tonnes of material from the
existing railway embankment in preparation of the new
culvertbeinginstalled. The majority of material removed
was then recycled on site for other elements of work.

Installation of the 63.3 tonne culvert took place in the
spring during a 78-hour period of continuous working.
Four, precast culvert sections were installed in ten lifts
using a 250-tonne crane to complete the task. The area
was then backfilled with 450 tonnes of stone around the
culvert to raise it back to track level.

The railway embankment was then reinstated before 40
metres of new rail was laid on 200 tonnes of new ballast.

A new Terramesh bund 112 metres in length, up to 2.3
metresinheightand5.3metreswide atthebasewasthen
created to help to protect the railway and surrounding
land from future flooding events.

Jeremy Spence, Network Rail’s programme manager
for the work, said: “Our work on the Mallaig line at
Lochailort was a significant undertaking, given the
sheer size of the culvert and the scale of the excavation
involved. The successful delivery of the work and the
significant benefits this project delivers will help tackle
severeweatherincidentsthatareincreasingly frequently
presenting challenges to the railway industry. By
protecting the railway from extreme weather events, we
also mitigate therisk of the impact of this for passengers,
freight customersandlineside neighbours. lwould like to
thank our contractor QTS as well as the local community
for their patience and support while we delivered this
critical improvement to Scotland’s Railway”.

Andy Steel, QTS operations director, said: “The work
carried out at Lochailort over the last five months has
hugely improved the resilience of Scotland’s Railway
for years to come. Our team undertook some important
work during this period, including the installation of a
structure that will help manage waterflow to safeguard
the integrity of the railway during heavy rainfall.

We appreciate the patience of the lineside neighbours
and the travelling public during this works.”
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Network Rail signs solar power

In another stride towards a greener, more sustainable railway for Britain,
Network Rail has sighed an agreement with EDF Renewables UK which will
see enough solar energy to power 20,000 homes used in offices, depots
and railway stations across the country. The contract will mean 49.9 MW
of renewable energy capacity is available - and will cover around 15% of
Network Rail’s annual consumption of non-traction energy —provided from
EDF Renewables UK’s Bloy’s Grove solar farm between Swainsthorpe and
Mulbartonin Norfolk, which received planning consentin June this year. This
builds upon the existing traction supply partnership between Network Rail
and the wider EDF Group in the UK. This agreement is in line with Network
Rail’s commitment to sourcing 100% of non-traction energy from renewable
sources by 2030 as part of its Environmental Sustainability Strategy.

Jo Lewington, Network Rail’s chief environment and sustainability officer,
said: “Railis already in a strong position in terms of its green credentials, but
it’s crucial that we do everything we can as a business to improve air quality,
minimise our use of fossil fuels, and transition to an industry powered by
green, renewable, low-carbon energy. Our vision is to serve the nation with
the cleanest, greenest form of public transport and this agreement marks
another important step towards achieving our aims.”

Matthieu Hue, CEO of EDF Renewables UK, said: “We are very pleased to be
working with Network Rail to help them on their journey to decarbonisation.
This project shows the ability of EDF Renewables UK to provide diverse

Colas Rail’s Matisa track machine No.
DR75407 working the 6J84 West Ealing
Plasser Siding to Coleham via the Welsh
Marches line passes through Swindon on

TheRainhillTrialsMuseum,whichistheonlyplacetocommemorate

Rainhill Trials Museum set to Close

Chris Trigwell, chairman of the Rainhill Railway and Heritage

the Rainhill Locomotive trials of 1829 and the birthplace of the
modern railway network., is to close on October 31st 2022.

St Helens Council have decided to close a number of public
libraries, amongst them Rainhill, which provides access to the
Museum. This is part of a cost saving and levelling up exercise, the
funds being allocated to those areas deemed to be less well-off.

As well as availability to the public, it provide a valuable service
to local schools as part of the Local History curriculum.

Anyone interested should therefore visit before October 31st, as
the future of the Ex BR coach, in which it is contained, and the
exhibits is completely unknown.

The Rainhill Railway & Heritage Society said there had been no
contact from the council about this before the consultation on the
library services was announced. The society says it is “vital” that
the exhibition to the Rainhill Trials remains in the village due to

Society, said: “That exhibition is the only one relating entirely to
the Rainhill Trials, there is nothing else anywhere in the country.
We think it’s absolutely vital that some significant memorial to
the Trials remains in Rainhill.

It’s an important educational facility, whether it’s a seven-year-
old from St. Ann’s School across the road or a school party from
the rest of England.

“One of the objectives is the education of the public on the
significance of the Rainhill Trials and what it led to worldwide.”

The success of Stephenso