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Submissions & Contributions

Railtalk Magazine, a magazine written by the
Enthusiast for the Enthusiast. So why not join
the team. We are always looking for talented
photographers and writers to join us at Railtalk.
Be it though pictorial submissions or via a
written article featuring an event or railtour,

we greatly appreciate any contributions to the

magazine however big or small.

Photographic Contributions

All Photographic contributions should to be sent
to us via email, post or via the members section
page on our website. Contact addresses are

provided above.

All images should be provided at a resolution of
at least 2400px x 1700px at 240dpi.

Welcome to

| won’t dwell on the recent news that
rail strikes are imminent, hopefully
common sense will prevail from
both sides and a solution can be
reached, butinterestingly the alleged
‘nobody is travelling’ myth has even
more substance with the news this
month that passenger totals rose to
a new post-Covid record in late May,
according to new figures from the
Department for Transport.

Totalshadhoveredaround80percent
of the totals before the lockdowns
since the start of May, but they
peaked at 92 per cent on the 25th,
which was a Wednesday. They have
since retreated again, and stood at
72% on the 30th.

They probably indicate a continuing
drop in commuter traffic. Although
the DfT’s published records do not
identify different travel purposes,
Network Rail chief executive Andrew
Haines had told the Commons
Transport Committee on March
30th: ‘We are seeing more appetite
for leisure. Last week, it was 104 per
cent of pre-pandemic levels across
the country. In some areas of the
country, it was at a significantly
higher percentage again.

The Railway Industry Association
has welcomed the recent peaks
in demand, but is also concerned
that the government’s plans for the
industry will continue to assume that
passenger figures can never recover
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in full.

RIA chief executive Darren Caplan
said: ‘These figures show that people
are returning to rail in ever greater
numbers. In the week of May 16th -
22nd, every day of the week saw
passenger figures hitting between 86
per cent and 92 per cent of pre-Covid
levels, less than three months since
pandemic restrictions started being
relaxed. This is not just leisure travel
coming back - commuter travel,
including Mondays and Fridays, has
been steadily increasing too.

‘So RIA continues to ask Government
and the new Great British Railways
not to base the 30-year strategy it
is planning on the last two years. If
the industry and decision makers
work closely together to continue
attracting passengers back, the
future for rail really can be bright in
the years ahead.

In other news, FirstGroup has said
it was considering a takeover offer
from a US private equity company.
| Squared is offering 118p a share
plus a possible 45.6p. The approach
has followed the sale of First’s USA
businesses First Transit school bus
services and Greyhound coaches.
In Britain First runs Great Western
Railway and TransPennine Express.
It is also the majority shareholder in
South Western Railway and Avanti
West Coast, and recently launched
open access services between

London and Edinburgh under the
brand name Lumo.

And Transport for Wales has warned
that train services in Wales could
be affected for the rest of the year,
after two Class 150s were damaged
by colliding with a mini digger which
had been abandoned on the line
near Craven Arms, thankfully no-one
was hurt, but the accident on May
22nd started a fire, and Transport for
Wales says the damage caused by
the 60mph collision will take several
months to repair. TTW has warned
that the absence of the trains will
disrupt some services.

The mini digger is believed to have
been stolen from a nearby rental yard
before being abandoned on the line.
British Transport Police has launched
a major criminal investigation and is
appealing for information about the
incident.

Once again, thanks for all the
photos sent in this month, we really
appreciate the time taken to send
them to us. Until next month, stay
safe.

Andy

This Page
Fast becoming a stalwart of operations in the current
challenging conditionswith regardstofuel costs,2MT No.
78022 is seen arriving at Ingrow with its first Oxenhope

bound working on April 30th. Ben Bucki
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On May 27th, Class 66 514 and 66 526, share space with
90 008 and new Stadler units on Ipswich stabling point.
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Class A4 No. 4498 (60007) ‘Sir Nigel Gresley’ works 1260 Crewe to Carlisle through Pleasington,

on May 21st.
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Dennis Rowland, Tim Saunders,
Neil Scarlett, Stephen Simpson,
Alan Sinclair, Gary Smith,

Stewart Smith, Lee Stanford,
Steve Stepney, John Stubbington,
Simon Thomas,

Steve Thompson, Brian Turner,
Allison Twycross.
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Leuan Wood, Shep Woolley and the
guys at RailUK.
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Avanti West

Coast

Class 390 103 speeds past Red Bank, Newton-le-
Willows, with the 17:17 Preston to London Euston
service on a warm and sunny May 14th.

Local brewery helps transform disused spot at Lancaster

A new pub has opened its doors at Lancaster station
following works by a local brewery, Avanti West Coast
and Network Rail to lovingly restore a space which
remained unused for more than 40 years

Tite & Locke, a cask and keg beer emporium owned by
Lancaster Brewery, is located on platform three in what
was previously the station’s old storeroom.

Lancaster Brewery, Avanti West Coast, Network Rail and
The Railway Heritage Trust joined together to carefully
transform part of the Grade Il Listed building, which has
remained empty since it was used as a storeroom more
than four decades ago.

The pub’s name celebrates two men who played a key
part in Lancaster’s railway - architect, William Tite, who
designed Lancaster station in the 1800s; and engineer,
Joseph Locke, whose greatest legacy is the West Coast
Main Line.

Adorned with rail memorabilia and featuring an original
fireplace and tiled floor, which have been hidden for
many years, Tite & Locke gives a nod to Lancaster’s
railway heritage.

Efforts to give the space a new lease of life is part of
the intercity operator’s commitment to work with local
SMEs (small and medium-sized enterprises) and make
its stations part of the communities they serve.

Tite & Locke is Lancaster Brewery’s latest venue to open
in the region and is the first of its kind for the brewer -
offering customers the chance to spot trains or catch a
glimpse of the showcase beer cellar.

Michael Byrne, Avanti West Coast Station Manager at
Lancaster, said: “We wantto champion local businesses,
so it has been great to work with Lancaster Brewery who
shared ouraspirationtotransformthis beautiful building
and celebrate the region’s railway heritage.

“We’re delighted to see Tite & Locke open its doors and
are proud to have played our partin bringing a new lease
of life to this area of the station. We’re sure this unique
space will be enjoyed by the local community and those
travelling to and from Lancaster by train for many years
to come.”

Phil Simpson, Director of Lancaster Brewery, said: “It’s
really been a long-haul involving years of discussion,
work and worry but it’s clear all the pain has been
worthwhile. It’s a beautiful little pub, in a fascinating
location with a uniquely diverse customer base. Our
thanks to Avanti West Coast and Network Rail who have
proven to be insightful, encouraging, and inspirational
partners.”

Rory Kingdon, Senior Sponsorat Network Rail,said: “The
design ofthe new public house at Lancaster stationisnot
only sympathetic to the historic nature of the building,
but it also delivers a new leisure facility for passengers,
making this key West Coast Main Line transport hub an

station

even more welcoming place to be.

“With the rail network bustling again, we’re calling
on businesses, health care providers, charities and
community groups, to make use of the rooms within rail
stations and the high footfall of people they bring, to
develop their potential.”

Tim Hedley-Jones, Executive Director of the Railway
Heritage Trust, said: “The Railway Heritage Trust has
been pleased to support the Lancaster Brewery in the
development of the Tite and Locke pub. We are very
pleased with what has been created. It alignhs well with
our objective of bringing redundant space back into use
at listed stations while at the same time creating a great
new facility for customers.”



Class 390 112 stands at a deserted
Manchester Piccadilly before
departingwiththe14:55toLondon

Avanti West

Euston on May 25th.

Coast

Avanti West Coast raises a glass to local produce with unique gin created by distillery

Avanti West Coast has launched a new gin in partnership with a family-
owned distillery in Macclesfield exclusively for its First Class menu. Working
with The Forest Distillery - a 17th century barn in the Peak District National
Park owned by husband-and-wife team Karl and Lindsay Bond - the intercity
operator has created the drink called ‘Forest to First’. The collaboration is
part of Avanti West Coast’s commitment to offer a responsibly sourced menu
- reducing its impact on the environment and showcasing products created
in communities along its route.

Utilising the skills and expertise of Karl and Lindsay, who began home
distilling tiny batches of spirits from their kitchen table, The Forest Distillery
teamed up with the train operator to make an exclusive product that
celebrates the region - from the selection of the ingredients to the design of
the bottle. Berries and botanicals foraged from Macclesfield Forest flavour
the gin, which is distilled with water from the area’s ancient natural spring.
In a nod to the forest, where the gin is distilled and its ingredients are found,
the bottle design features a weasel which is a familiar sight in the local area.
Customers travelling in First Class on Avanti West Coast’s route can enjoy
the refreshing drink during their journey as part of the complimentary food

and drink offering onboard. Ahead of the gin’s launch, two new roles were
specially created at The Forest Distillery to support the production of the
bespoke drink. The distillery’s award-winning Forest Gin is also available in
the First Class Lounge at London Euston, where it is served from specially
designed bottles handmade in Stoke-on-Trent by Wade Ceramics.

Philippa Creswell, Executive Director of Onboard at Avanti West Coast, said:
“We want to champion small local producers as they’re innovative and
passionate about what they do. Working with producers in the communities
we serve gives us an opportunity to showcase the brilliant produce and
quality products nearby to our route, while supporting our commitment to
reducing our carbon footprint. We’re sure our customers will agree when
they’re satback with arefreshing glass of Forest to First, enjoying the scenery
at 125mph.”

Karl Bond, Co-founder of Forest Distillery Ltd, said: “We are so proud to have
been asked to distil this gin exclusively for Avanti West Coast customers. As a
family business, it is incredible to see our products served within First Class.
The team at Avanti West Coast have been lovely to work with, and the

resulting gin in the bottle is of an exceptional standard.”



Avanti West

Coast

Climate Change liveried Pendolino
Class 390 121 approaches Wigan
North Western with the 14:30 London
Euston - Preston service on May 28th.
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Avanti West Coast amends timetable as part of support for The Commonwealth Games

Avanti West Coast will be increasing service levels on
its London to West Midlands route for the duration the
Commonwealth Games.

TheglobalsportseventisduetotakeplaceinBirmingham
from Thursday 28th July to Monday 8th August, during
which time the West Coast operator will be running
three trains per hour between London Euston and
Birmingham, up from the current two.

This will provide more than 10,000 extra seats each
day for visitors to Birmingham 2022, and is part of the
wider industry effort, in partnership with the Grand Rail
Collaboration, Transport for West Midlands and West
Midlands Rail Executive to serve the region as well as
meet the increased demand during the games.

CraigMortiboys,Regional GrowthManageratAvantiWest
Coast commented: “We can’t wait to play our partin this
major sporting celebration with all eyes on Birmingham
this summer. We’re proud to be working alongside our
industry partners to make sure athletes and spectators
get to and from the events during the Games.”

Tickets for travel during the Games are on sale now.
To facilitate the additional trains and accommodate
thousands of visitors to Birmingham, services on the
Manchester to London route will be reduced for the 11
days of the Games. During this period there will be two
trains per hour as opposed to the normal three with one
service via Stoke-on-Trent and Macclesfield, and the
other via Crewe.

With key stations dueto be decoratedinreadinessforthe
Games, Heart of England Community Rail Partnership
in association with Brink Contemporary Arts has also
unveiled a new mural at Birmingham International.
Funded by Avanti West Coast, the artwork by Brink
Contemporary Arts takes its inspiration from the theme
of connecting people with place and opportunity.

Using coloursfrom Avanti West Coast’s train livery design
as a starting point, the artist’s mural concept embodies
a subtle sense of movement. Future transport and
infrastructure developments arerepresented by angular
shapes and forms. The colours used also reference the
varied national flags of the Commonwealth countries,
whilst the use of blue is a contextual hint to the Coventry
City of Culture 2021.

Thelowwallmural also usesthe Avanti West Coast Brand
colours and symbolises the way rail connects cities and
brings people together in celebration.

Julia Singleton-Tasker, Community Rail Officer for
the Heart of England Community Rail Partnership
added: “Birmingham International, with its proximity
to the National Exhibition Centre, is due to play a key
part in the delivery of the Games. We wanted a visual
representation that spectators will see at speed when
arriving and departing from the station. At the start of
the low wall mural there is a nine square chequered flag
motif to hint at the City of Culture and a nod to the two
tone music movement that started in Coventry.”
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Colas Rail

The South Rail Systems Alliance (SRSA) Enhancements
Team have recently completed a 16-day blockade at
Okehampton on the recently opened Dartmoor Line,
harnessing sustainable solutions to complete the
programme. With work split across two single track sites
in Fatherford and Coleford, the team have completed
track re-ballasting and drainage using unique on track
plant.

In total, the team completed:

905m of track renewals across two sites

New land and track drainage systems (300m at Coleford
and 180m at Fatherford including cross drains)

5440 tonnes of spoil removed

6120 tonnes of ballast including drainage aggregates

A new Road Rail Access Point Compound

SUSTAINABLE SITE BENEFITS

Toreduce ourcarbon emissions, the SRSA prioritised the
procurement and use of battery powered equipment
such as Proeletric Link Lighting, Cembre impact

On May 9th, Class 70 801 passes through
Scunthorpe station on 6E32 Preston Docks
- LOR discharged bitumen tanks.

SRSA GO GREEN WITH OKEHAMPTON OVERHAUL

wrenches, RobleVertical Tampers and Enerpac Stressing
Equipment. The battery powered tools also provided
welfare benefits, minimising noise that may disturb
our lineside neighbours, including the wildlife, local
community and our site staff.

Sustainability was also thefocusforourwelfarefacilities,
with a green site compound with:

Electric minibuses

Trialling Rolec cubi-chargers for Electric/Hybrid vehicles
Eco cabins with double glazing, insulation & motion
sensor lighting

Stage 5 generators powering the welfare set up

Solar tower lights

Battery operated link lights

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS

Due to the area being a Site of Special Scientific Interest
(SSSI) with the habitat containing protected species,
particularly Hazel Dormice and Greater Crested Newts,
the site boundaries along with any de-vegetation

conducted by the SRSA had to follow strict guidelines
and legislation. All de-vegetation work was completed
in the presence of Ecus, a Natural England accredited
ecologist with specific licencing agreed and approved
in advance by Natural England to ensure the SSSI is
protected.

BRISTOL EAST WELLBEING LEGACY
With the Okehampton site being the latest large-scale
blockade since our 8-week Bristol East renewals, the
team wanted to ensure that the Bristol East’s wellbeing
legacy was preserved to ensure site staff’s physical and
mental wellbeing were looked after.

These features included:

Smoothie bikes returning in the welfare compound
Visits from an Occupational Nurse, providing blood
pressure and sugar level tests

Nutritional catering provided from FW Catering
Solar-powered Hydration stations to ensure chilled
water is available

Speaking on the success of the blockade, Network
Rail Western and Wales Programme Director, Brian
Paynter said “the SRSA have been undertaking what
on paper may look like two simple and short Plain Line
Track Renewals, but in reality a very complex single
line formation renewals and a major feat of drainage
engineering which was all picked up by the team only a
matter of months ago and scope was evolving as issues
were uncovered with unforeseen ground conditions.
The end result is a great end product which is helping
put the finishing touches to the works that were started
by others and well publicised last year. Thanks to all
involved in this work as what I saw on my visit was a safe,
clean, tidy and extremely well managed site. The focus
on safety, sustainability, natural environment, health
and well being was clear to see, works to be proud of.”
The 16-day blockade was completed successfully, on
budget and without incident. The SRSA is comprised of
Colas Rail, Network Rail and AECOM, an alliance created
to deliver a portfolio of works across the southern region
of the UK over a 10-year period.
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May 12th.

DB Cargo UK, the UK’s largest rail logistics provider, has
launched a major new campaign in its ongoing drive to
deliver safety excellence across all its operations. Called
‘Together.We’re Safer. Together. We’re DB’, the campaign
explicitly empowers the company’s 2,200 colleagues to
intervene and stop any activity that they see, or even
just feel, may be unsafe. Developed in conjunction with
the Lancashire-based design agency Studio Up North
(SUN), it has been launched following a series of in-
depth, internal focus groups held last year - the biggest
and most in-depth piece of safety-related research
undertaken by the company.

Everycolleaguehasbeenissuedwithasafetyintervention
card which gives them the authority, backed by the UK
Management Board, to step in and challenge any activity
or instruction they believe is unsafe - whether that
activity is being undertaken by a colleague, a customer,
or contractor.

Class 66 025 on the 6C03 Northholt to
Severnside passes through Shrivenham on

Colleagues are then encouraged to follow a simple,
non-bureaucratic process known as ‘STOP. DISCUSS.
RESOLVE. REVIEW. which has been used effectively in
many other industries to improve companies’ overall
safety performance. The campaign will be supported
by a programme of behavioural safety training to be
rolled out to all groundstaff, engineers, drivers and asset
owners in the coming weeks.

DB Cargo UK’s Head of Safety Marc Binney said: “If we
are to succeed in sustaining a positive and healthy safety
culture where colleagues are comfortable to challenge
unsafe acts and be open to challenge themselves, then
we must work together and look out for each other.
Empowering colleagues to intervene when things don’t
look safe — even if their concerns ultimately prove to
be unfounded - shows they care and they will not be
criticised for doing so. We want colleagues to intervene
with the reassurance and confidence that they have the
company’s full support in doing so,” he added.

DB Cargo UK launches major new safety campaign

DB Cargo UK’s Head of Communications Richard
Sears said: “We are delighted with the new campaign
which has already received a very positive response
from colleagues working in all areas of the
business. Studio Up North took the findings
from last year’s research, visited DB’s sites
and spoke at length with our colleagues to
come up with a campaign that really gets to

the heart of what we’re trying to achieve”, he
added.

“And by making our colleagues effectively the
poster boys and girls of the campaign, they
have really brought it to life in an engaging
way and guaranteed ownership across our
operations from the very beginning.”

“I's our real colleagues, in recognisable
locations, giving relevant advice that will
really make a difference.”
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Waiting for the signal to clear, Class
66 719 trundles through Stafford on
May 31st with the 08:29 Hindlow to
Small Heath.

Caledonian dleeper names engine in honour of Railway Heritage Trust

On May 12th, Caledonian Sleeper named one of the
engines which powers its iconic cross border service
in honour of the Railway Heritage Trust. Intended as
a token of thanks for supporting the company’s major
restoration project at Perth Station.

A listed building that dates back to 1848, Perth Station
was designed on a grand scale in keeping with the Tudor
Gothic style of the time. However, in 2018 the vast size of
the station meant that many rooms were lying empty.

Caledonian Sleeper restored the interior décor of an
unused waiting area to create a luxury guest lounge for
its passengers aswellas astafftraining centre, breathing
fresh life into the area and bringing it back into service.
The Railway Heritage Trust provided a generous grant
to help fund the refurbishment.

In recognition of this support, Caledonian Sleeper has
teamed up with GB Railfreight, which operates the fleet
of Class 92 engines that help power the company’s
iconic overnight rail service, to name one of the engines
in honour of the Trust. A plaque was unveiled on the

engine at London
Euston to mark the
occasion.

John Smith, CEO of
GB Railfreight, said:
“We share the
Railway  Heritage
Trust’s  ambition
to protect the UK’s
historic railway
network while
modernising  the
vital infrastructure
we all rely on.

“Given the cultural
significance of
Perth Station, we’re
grateful for the
support they’ve
provided to Caledonian Sleeper and are proud to have
one of our Class 92 locos carry the Trust’s nameplates.”

Kathryn Darbandi, Serco’s Managing Director for
Caledonian Sleeper,said: “We’rehonouredtobenaming

one of the Class 92’s after the Railway Heritage Trust and
proud to have worked with the Trust on our restoration
projectat Perth Station. It’sincredibly importantthatwe
protect the heritage features of the UK’s iconic railway
network, while also ensuring the network is fit for use
in the 21st Century, so it can be enjoyed for many years
to come.”

Andy Savage, Deputy Chairman of the Railway Heritage
Trust, added: ‘We are deeply grateful to Caledonian
Sleeper and to GB Railfreight for allowing one of their
Class 92 engines to carry the Railway Heritage Trust
name. The Railway Heritage Trust operates across the
whole of the Network Rail system, and it is appropriate
that alocomotive that operates on the longest-distance
services on the network carries our name to such a wide
range of locations.”
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LNER SERVICES BEGIN AT RESTON AS THE BORDERS STATION OPENS

Edinburgh or £20.20 in First Class. Advance tickets
between Reston and Newcastle start from £15.70 in
Standard or £30.20 in First Class.

London North Eastern Railway (LNER) is celebrating
the launch of direct Azuma services from Reston with
the Scottish Borders village becoming the newest
destination on the East Coast route. The daily service
in each direction started on May 23rd as the railway
station opens with LNER’s Azuma trains connecting
the community with the Scottish capital and the North
of England. It is the first time train services will serve
Reston in almost 60 years.

To mark the historic occasion, LNER’s Azuma carrying
the special ‘Celebrating Scotland’ official tartan livery
made thefirstjourney north from Reston. The inaugural
northbound service departed from Reston at 07:27,
before calling at Dunbar at 07:43, arriving at Edinburgh
Waverley at 08:07. An evening weekday Aberdeen to
Leeds southbound service will call at the newly opened
station at 21:41.

David Horne, Managing Director at LNER, said: “I am
delighted to welcome Reston as our latest destination

Class 91 109 ‘Sir Bobby Robson’
arrives at Doncaster with the 1D06
08:33 London King’s Cross to Leeds
service on May 18th.

on one of the most scenic parts of our route, boasting
magnificent views of both the Scottish Borders
countrysideandcoastline.lknowtheresidentsof Reston
will be thrilled that the stationis open and services have
resumed once again to Reston. Many have campaigned
for a number of years to see this day and we are proud
to be able to serve the community.”

Barrie Forrest, Chair of the Rail Action Group, East of
Scotland, is among those who campaigned to restore
services. He said: “It will make a huge difference. It will
give us a transport system that we have not had for
many years. It will enable young people to further their
education. Older generations can go out taking the train
instead of the car.”

LNER’s electric and bi-mode Azuma fleet provides
significant environmental benefits travelling in electric
mode to and from Reston, and offers greater comfort
and space, keeping people connected with free Wi-Fi
and sockets at each seat.

While onboard, people can make the most of LNER’s
legendary hospitality with complimentary refreshments
served in First Class and at-seat ordering in Standard
with the ‘Let’s Eat At Your Seat’ service.

Customers can book direct, fee
free and with ease using LNER’s
mobile App and website and
sign up for live journey updates,
which will provide the latest
information about their journey.
LNER recommends customers
select and reserve a seat in
advance so they can travel in
confidence knowing they have
the comfort of a seat for the
duration of their journey.

Tickets start from £10.80 for
an Advance single journey in
Standard between Reston and
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Class 801 205 arrives into Doncaster
with the 1S08 08:30 London King’s
Cross to Edinburgh service on May

www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 121

WORTH THE WAIT - LNER'S REFURBISHED WAITING ROOMS ARE NOW ARRIVING

London North Eastern Railway (LNER) is investing
£800,000 into station waiting rooms across the East
Coast route. The rooms are being refurbished to
enhance customer facilities, in the most comprehensive
renovation in almost 20 years. Customers can now
enjoy new look waiting rooms and updated technology
at LNER managed stations across the East Coast route.

The refurbished rooms will boast a new contemporary
colour scheme of white and silver combined with new
anthracite coloured flooring.

Customers will be able to relax and recharge in comfort
in new leather seating which has built in USB and plug
socket charging points for phones and laptops.

Berwick upon Tweed, Darlington, Wakefield Westgate
and Retford were the first stations to have their waiting
rooms refurbished.

Stations that will have their waiting rooms refurbished
include Doncaster, Durham, Grantham, Peterborough,
Newark Northgate, Newcastle and York.

Claire Ansley, People and Customer Experience Director
at LNER, said: “Our customers are at the heart of
everything we do. At LNER we are continually looking
at ways to enhance their experience in every aspect of
their journey - from online to at the station to onboard
our fleet of Azuma trains. This major investment in
our waiting rooms across the entire East Coast route
demonstrates ourcommitmentto the customer. Making
sure that the experience at every station is the same
high standard that LNER is known for.”

More than 30 waiting rooms will be improved and
enhanced once the programme of work is completed
by autumn this year, that will include lighting and
accessibility improvements to each waiting room.
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Running as 0245, West Coast’s Class 31 128 leads a
convoy of locos consisting of 37 703, 44 004 and

46 045 from Butterley to Swanage past Kings Sutton
on May 3rd, ready for the Swanage Railway’s Diesel
Gala starting on May 6th.

Flexible commuting now even easier thanks to
Greater Anglia

Rail commuters in East Anglia can now buy flexi season
tickets on ticket machines across the Greater Anglia
network. The flexi season ticket is a bundle of 8 day passes
for a specific journey between two stations to be used in
28 days. The tickets can be used at any time within the 28-
day period. Customers can buy another flexi season ticket
within the 28 days if they use up their eight passes.

And now customers can buy them quickly and easily by
using Greater Anglia’s self-serve ticket machines, making
it quicker and easier to commute at a time convenient to
them. Anyone who needs help using the ticket machine
can press the ticket assistance help button on the machine
to be connected to ticket office staff in Norwich who will
guide the customer on the machine.

Flexi seasons can be bought on any Greater Anglia ticket
machine outside of the London oyster area. These tickets
are also still available from the ticket office orto buy online
from the Greater Anglia website.

Flexi season tickets must be loaded on to a Smart card,
which is more durable than a paper ticket and quicker and
easier to use at the ticket gates. They are cheaper than
buying anytime day return tickets on the day of travel and
passengers can claim a refund on the dates not used, and
they can cancel at any time.

Martin Moran, Greater Anglia’s Commercial, Customer
Services and Train Presentation Director, said: “The
pandemic has seen many people’s travel patterns change.
We know our customers are spending part of their working
week in the office and at home, and the flexi season helps
them save money on their commute. Since its launch last
summer, theflexiseasontickethasbeenincredibly popular
with our customers and we’re pleased they can now buy
it from our ticket machines, which are quick and easy to
use.”

Fares Advice with raituk

This month more questions and answers on the
complex ticketing system of Britain’s Railways.

Machine only printed out part of the journey

Q: | purchased a split ticket with TrainSplit from
Wellingborough to Mill Hill Broadway. However when
| collected the tickets at the collection machine at
Stowmarket station it only printed out the first part of
thejourneyfromWellingborough to Bedford. | phoned
TrainSplit and they said they can’t reissue the tickets
andtophonethenumberonthemachine.Whenlwent
back the machine was out of service and there was
no number on there. | spoke to the ticket office and
the lady there said she can’t issue another ticket as it
was through a different company for a different train
company service. She did say they have been having
issues with that machine. She did however write on
the back of the ticket that the machine didn’t print
the full journey and signed and stamped it. However
she said that although that would be fine for a Greater
Anglia service, because the journey is with a different
train company she can’t guarantee it will be ok, but it
should be. | phoned TrainSplit again and they said it
will be fine as long as | still have the email and if there
Is any issues with the conductor to take their name
and number and get back to TrainSplit.

It does have me a little worried though in that could
there still be the possibility that they could say | don’t
have all the tickets for the full journey and prosecute
me?

A: | would be very concerned as well, and unless the
endorsement on the back of the ticket said “valid for
travel to Mill Hill Broadway” or something to that effect,
| would buy another ticket to ensure | was covered.
| must say I’'m rather disappointed by TrainSplit’s
response to this one - they should not be palming you
off to the TVM’s operator. The TVM operator is merely
an agent acting on behalf of TrainSplit and if they say
(as they’re quite entitled to do) “speak to the retailer’,
the buck stops with the retailer. | would buy the new
ticket from TrainSplit and if they refuse to refund it, |
would consider raising a partial chargeback (or section
75 claim, in the unlikely event it was for £100+ and you
used a credit card) on the original booking.

The endorsement is clear about what happened, but
it doesn’t unambiguously give permission to travel
between Bedford and Mill Hill Broadway. If TrainSplit
continue torefusetoassist, I think Iwould aska member
of staff at Stowmarket (or Wellingborough, on the day)
whether they will endorse the ticket explicitly for travel

between Bedford and Mill Hill Broadway. And if the
answer there is still no, then at that point | would buy
another ticket and seek to recover that from TrainSplit.

Is the Avanti-run WCML just for

wealthy businesspeople now?
Q: | consider myself quite adept at getting cheap
train tickets, always booking well in advance, and
making liberal use of split-ticketing. But the situation
with Avanti has gone from difficult to impossible.
They’ve virtually eliminated the split-ticketing tricks,
and advances are like needles in a haystack. This is
the situation for a forthcoming planned trip over 2
monthsin the future. | managed to find out via twitter
that the advances for 1st August went on sale on 18th
May. Presumably they sold tiny batches of these, and
then just reverted to the off-peak singles.

| know quite a few people who make this trip, and
they are voting with their wallets and taking Easyjet
instead, for £30-£60 one way. Have the Advance fare
buckets been reduced in size? and when is Avanti
going to start running a railway for ordinary people?

A:Yes. Theirtickets areveryexpensive now, considerably
more than before the pandemic. I’m sure the trains
that day will be almost full regardless. They are still
not running as many trains to Glasgow as in 2019 and
they aren’t going to be again any time soon. So the
answer to the guestion is essentially yes they only really
want people who can afford very expensive tickets on
the trains. If you’re coming back, it’s cheaper to buy
a return at £160.90. It’s not only Avanti West Coast
though. Try finding any ticket from Exeter to Newcastle
for a reasonable price. It’s just not really doable.

Can you use a Lumo service? Their single from London
to Edinburgh is £69. From the Avanti services I've used
recently, they can get away with not selling cheap
advances because their trains are usually pretty busy
and seem to have every seat taken - especially on
Fridays, weekends and holidays. There is no gain to
them selling low cost tickets because they don’t need
to fill any empty space during those days!

Ticket Advice for All

Advice on rail ticketing is available on railforums.
co.uk in the ‘Fares, Tickets & Routeing’ section. We
believethisto bethebestsource of UKrailfares advice
available anywhere, as we have a team of people who
are familiar with the complex rail fares system who
can help you. Never pay over the odds again, and ask
us if you need help! See you there!
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Greater Anglia commemorates the Platinum Jubilee with special crests on its new trains

Greater Anglia has commemorated the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee by adorning five of its new trains with
theofficialemblem celebrating Her Majesty’s 70 yearson
thethrone. Crests featuring the official Platinum Jubilee
emblem are now in place on five of Greater Anglia’s new
trains and will be seen across East Anglia, along all the
lines run by the train operator. The emblems have been
applied to one regional bi-mode train, which runs on
Greater Anglia’s local routes, one intercity train, one
Stansted Express train and two of the new commuter
trains. The crests were fitted at the operator’s depots in
lIford and Crown Point in Norwich.

Jonathan Denby, Greater Anglia’s Head of Corporate
Affairs, said: “We are proud to mark thisoncein alifetime

Running early as usual, the 05:34 Shieldmuir Mail
Terminal - Willesden PRDC is only a few miles from
its first stop at Warrington Royal Mail Terminal and
Is seen passing Golborne Junction on a sunny May

event by placing the Platinum Jubilee emblem on
some of our new trains. The five trains involved cover
the full range of routes that we operate, so customers
and communities across our network will have the
opportunity to see the trains with their special emblems
over the coming months. We were keen to play our
part in celebrating this historic milestone and continue
a tradition that has seen trains in our region receive
special nameplates or crests to mark both the Golden
Jubilee in 2002 and the Diamond Jubilee in 2012.

HerMajestytheQueenhasalwaysbeenagreatsupporter
of rail travel and has visited our region many times by
train during her reign, both on the Royal Train and on
normal scheduled services, so it’s very appropriate that
the Platinum Jubilee emblem has been applied to some

of ourtrains.Anyonewho spotsoneofourspecialjubilee
trains is encouraged to take a photograph of it and post
it on Twitter or Instagram, tagging Greater Anglia. It will
be great to see them recorded out and about across the
region, as we help mark this very special event.”

The crests have been carefully positioned on the
bodyside at both ends of the trains, close to the front,
ahead of the cab doors. Each train has four emblems,
one near each cabdooroneachside of thetrain. Greater
Anglia staff and community rail partnerships across
the network have also decorated stations to mark the
jubilee with bunting, Union Jacks and pictures.

Photo: The emblem on one of Greater Anglia’s new

Alstom trains. © Greater Anglia
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Class 73 128 and 73 141 are seen in
Tonbridge West Yard on May 13th.

Passengers reminded of railway closure ahead
of Commonwealth Games

The Chiltern main line between Dorridge and
Birmingham Moor Street will be closed for four days
in June as work continues to improve passenger
journeys for the Commonwealth Games. Crucial parts
of the railway will be replaced between Monday 20th
and Thursday 23rd June as part of a £3m investment
by Network Rail. The work will overhaul switches and
crossings - moving sections of track which allow trains
to access and leave a critical train maintenance depot
at Tyseley in Birmingham. The depot is an important
site for three train operators - West Midlands Railway,
CrossCountry and Chiltern Railways. Any issues there
during the Commonwealth Games could cause delays
across theregion, including risking overcrowding at key
stations serving sports venues.

Replacing the complex equipment now will help train
services run smoothly during this summer’s Games,
which are expected to see more than one million extra
passenger journeys across the West Midlands rail
network.

The essential upgrades will impact the following routes
and services between Monday 20th and Thursday 23rd
June:

On the Shakespeare line to Stratford-upon-Avon, there
will be no trains between Birmingham Moor Street and
Spring Road stations.

On the Chiltern main line between London Marylebone
and Birmingham, there will be no trains between
Birmingham Moor Street and Dorridge.

The four-day railway closure has been extended to
Dorridge from Solihull - this allows better flexibility
for the trains which will be running on the rest of the
Chiltern main line. Rail replacement buses will be in
operation and people are advised to plan ahead at
www.nationalrail.co.uk.

Denise Wetton, Network Rail’s Central route director,
said: “There’s never an ideal time to shut the railway
and a mid-week closure for work like this is rare, but
after carefully reviewing recent passenger numbers on
this route we’ve found it’s the least disruptive time to
make these essential improvements. These upgrades
will benefit journeys across the wider West Midlands,
providing passengers with an efficient, cleaner and
more reliable railway throughout our major summer of

sport. It will also help to reduce the risk of platforms
becoming overcrowded as a result of the predicted
one million extra passenger journeys during the
Commonwealth Games.”

Eleni Jordan, commercial & customer strategy director
for Chiltern Railways, said: “Network Rail’s crucial track
replacement work between Monday June 20th and
Thursday 23rd June will ensure that we can continue
to provide a safe and reliable service for our customers
across what is expected to be a busy summer on the
railways in the West Midlands. We will be regularly
communicating plans for rail replacement transport
in and out of Birmingham. We advise that customers
travelling during the closure check their journey on the
Chiltern website or app before travelling.”

Jonny Wiseman, West Midlands Trains customer
experience director, said: “These essential works will
make a real, long-term difference to passengers by
improving access to Tyseley depot where trains are
maintained, repaired andrefuelled. Iwould like to thank
ourcustomersfortheirpatiencewhilethisworkiscarried
out and | urge passengers travelling during this period
to plan their journeys carefully as revised timetables
and rail replacement buses will be in operation.”

Engineers and planners will make the most of the four-
day railway closure to carry out a host of other work,
including:

Installing new rails, sleepers and ballast (railway
foundation stone)

Stressing rails to cope better with hot weather
Removing overgrown plants and graffiti

Carrying out a deep clean of Birmingham Moor Street
station itself

Doing this work further reduces future disruption to
passengers and provides a more reliable rail network
not only during the Games but for many years to come.

It will also save millions of pounds of taxpayers’ money
asdoingthisworkoutside of a full railway closure would
normally take place over multiple weekends over an
entire summer.
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First train runs on Midlands’ newest and longest railway bridge

The Midlands’ newest and longest railway bridge is
now fully functional after carrying its first freight train.
Tracks reopened on May 23rd on the Stechford to Aston
freight line in Birmingham following the installation of
a massive 2,600-tonne bridge™ built by Network Rail in
partnership with HS2. At 92 metres long, the steel and
concrete structure becomes the longest single span
railway bridge in the Midlands. It needs that clearance
underneathsofuturetracksforBritain’s newzero-carbon
railway can be built below for HS2 trains to access its
Washwood Heath depot.

Thedemolitionoftheoldrailwayviaductandinstallation
of the new bridge has closed this connection to
Birmingham rail freight terminal for 23 days. But on
May 23rd the first train passed over the new structure,
reopening the important rail freight route and marking
a huge milestone for project contractor Skanska.

Patrick Cawley, director for ‘On Network Works’ for
Network Rail and HS2, said: “Seeing the first train pass
over this iconic structure is a proud moment for the
hundreds of people who’ve worked throughout the
pandemicto makethis new bridge a reality. It’s also a key
part of the jigsaw to ensure the existing railway network
works in harmony with HS2. I’m conscious this work has
disrupted some passenger journeys over recent weeks
and I’d like to thank CrossCountry customers for their
patience while we carried out this major project.”

Rosario Barcena, Skanska Rail programme director, said:
“Installing a railway bridge over an existing railway line
Is @ complex engineering project that requires a huge
amount of skill and dedication from all those involved.
To have delivered this on time and despite of Covid-19
restrictions is a fantastic achievement and testament to
the team involved.”

Building and installing the bridge, known as SAS 13,
involved precision planning and engineering and the
use of some heavy-duty equipment.

Earlier in May the structure was driven into place by
remote-controlled vehicles after being pre-assembled
onsiteinacivilengineering project which has taken over
two years. Building it on site reduced carbon emissions
and cut the number of lorry movements on local roads,
minimising impacts on the local community.

CrossCountry passengers are being given advanced
notice of future work later in the summer on the same
Birmingham New Street to Coleshill Parkway route.
Journeys will be impacted by more work to ready
the railway for HS2 at weekends in August and early
September.

Over four consecutive weekends from August 13th to
September 4th, work will take place to:

Upgrade railway signals at Washwood Heath

Install piles in preparation for a new underbridge at
Duddeston

Engineering work on a bridge at Heartlands Park

Carry out maintenance activity on this section of railway
to make it more reliable.

To carry out the work safely, CrossCountry services
between Birmingham New Street and Coleshill Parkway
will be replaced with rail replacement buses.

Some long-distance services will also be diverted
which means journeys will take longer. Network Rail is
working with CrossCountry to keep people informed.
Passengers should plan their journeys in advance at
www.nationalrail.co.uk

*With the tracks and ballast now finished on top of the
bridge, the total weight of the structure is 3,200 tonnes.



PlasseurTheurerBallastRegulatorNo.DR77010 passesthrough Doncasteron May 18th
with the 08:31 York Skelton OTP Sidings to York Skelton OTP Sidings via Peterborough.

Class 07 007 is seen in the works yard at Eastleigh on May 22nd.

Let’s Walk: Free walking maps at Network Rail stations in London
to get more people walking this summer

10,000 free copies of a new walking map that charts

a network of quiet and interesting streets in central

London are now available at Network Rail’s London
stations.

A new edition of a beautifully illustrated walking map
has been released by Footways, plotting hundreds
of kilometres of scenic, safe and pedestrian-friendly
walking routes in central London. The paper map - also
available as a digital copy with geolocation —encourages
Londoners to choose walking to get around their city,
just in time for summer, London’s Platinum Jubilee and
the opening of the Elizabeth Line. The vibrant map also
features a ‘Quick Connections’ tool on the back, making
it easy for people to incorporate walking into A-to-B
journeys. Whether on their own, with friends or as a
family, Londoners and visitors can take 15 minutes to
stretch their legs between a railway or Crossrail station
and many of London’s most iconic attractions such as
museums, galleries and green spaces, while getting their
step count up.

The Footways network has been designed to connect
major places with London’s most appealing, accessible
and interesting streets. The printed and digital maps
also reveal hundreds of interesting features which can

only be explored when travelling on foot. This means
walkers get a glimpse into London’s diverse culture and
long history when choosing London’s most enjoyable
form of transport. The second edition of Central London
Footways is a collaborative initiative made possible
thanks to key sponsors Network Rail, London North
EasternRailway,King’sCrossCentralLimited Partnership,
the Northbank BID, Urban Partners for King’s Cross,
Euston & St Pancras, Central District Alliance BID, City
of London Corporation, with support from Transport for
London, London boroughs and Living Streets, the UK
charity for everyday walking.

Susan Holden, stations customer experience manager,
Network Rail, said: “Network Rail is pleased to have
worked with Footways London in the development of
this walking map, which highlights safe and accessible
walking routes across London for locals and visitors. We
know that our customer journeys do not begin and end
at stations, so to connect rail - the best long-distance,
low-carbon travel - with walking - the easiest, most
accessible and enjoyable form of transport on short
distances - creates the ultimate integrated, sustainable
transport. Ten thousand initial copies of this map will
be made freely available across our Managed Stations
in London, for the benefit of our customers and people

in our communities.”

David Harrison, co-founder of Footways and transport
historian said: “We’re incredibly proud of the second
edition of Central London Footways, launching in time
for Living Streets’ National Walking Month. London
boasts such an interesting history, so what better way
to discover this and all its hidden gems than by foot?
Londoners are often surprised to discover just how close
destinations areto stations; manyarewithina 15-minute
walk. This summer we want to see more people walking,
particularly families with their kids. That’s why our
definition of ‘walking’ covers all uses of the ‘footway,,
includingfeet,wheelchairs,mobilityscootersandkidson
bikes. Although we want everyone to use these walking
routes to experience the city, walking infrastructure
must be improved to make the city truly accessible to
all Londoners.”

Michael Richardson, Project Director, Urban Partners for
London King’s Cross, Euston and St Pancras, said: “Urban
Partners is delighted to have sponsored Footways’
updated walking map of London. We have been working
for 10 years to encourage people to take an alternative,
lower-carbon walking route through King’s Cross, St
Pancras and Euston. Partnering with Footways on the

latest iteration of their map not only means we can
encourage active travel by those visiting, working in and
living in our area, but also support this across London

Will Norman, London’s Walking and Cycling
Commissioner, said: “Walking is a fantastic way to
get around and explore our wonderful capital. We’re
making London a city where walking is the most
obvious, enjoyable and attractive means of travel for all
short trips. This map is a great tool for exploring quiet
and interesting streets across central London. | hope
Londoners and those visiting enjoy using it this summer.
| know | will.”

Roberta Fusco, Director of Policy, Living Streets, the
UK charity for everyday walking, said: “Walking for just
20 minutes a day can have fantastic health benefits,
reducing the risk of long-term health conditions such
as type 2 diabetes, depression and certain cancers. The
Footways maps will help make walking and wheeling an
easier option for people living, working and visiting the
capital, improving people’s connectivity to the people
and places around them.”



National

Rail

Class 69 004 and 73 212 are seen
stabled in Tonbridge West Yard
on May 13th.

Multi-million-pound upgrade begins on
Hope Valley railway line

Ground-breaking work on a £145m rail reliability
upgrade between Manchester and Sheffield has
started. This essential work will remove several
bottlenecks on the Hope Valley line to allow
passenger trains to overtake slower freight trains
and improve reliability, helping people get to their
destinations on time. On Sunday May 29th, and
every weekend throughout July, Dore & Totley,
Grindleford, Bamford and Hathersage stations will
be closed to allow Network Rail and contractor
VolkerRailStory Joint Venture to begin building
an additional railway line and make key station
Improvements. Passengers are being urged to plan
ahead with National Rail to keep their journeys on
track.

Theworkispartofa£l45mpackageofimprovement
and includes:

A new platform and accessible footbridge with lifts
at Dore & Totley station

A railway loop between Bamford and Hathersage
A new overbridge at Hathersage West, replacing
the current foot crossing to improve safety
Signalling improvements along the line to improve
reliability

Platform extensions to allow for more carriages on
services

Dore & Totley station car park will also be partially
and fully closed at different periods over the
next three months. Alternative parking spaces
will be available at Abbeydale Sports Club and
local businesses will remain open and accessible
throughout.

Hannah Lomas, Principal Programme Sponsor for
Network Rail, said: “We’re so pleased to see this

major work begin - it’ll make Hope Valley stations
and train services better, and improve reliability for
passengersinthefuture.Therewillbesomechanges
toservicesandcarparkclosureswhileourworktakes
place, so I’d like to thank passengers for bearing
with us and apologise for any inconvenience.”

Tony Baxter, Regional Director at Northern, said:
“This work will improve Hope Valley stations and
services and we are delighted to be working with
our partners on this project. We are sorry for any
disruption during the improvements and our
customers can be assured that both Northern and
NetworkRailwilldoeverythingpossibletominimise
the impact of the work and deliver alternatives that
keep people on the move.

Chris Nutton, Major Projects Director for
TransPennine Express, said: “These works are a
vital step towards delivering better services across
the Pennines between Sheffield and Manchester,
improving the infrastructure to help make our
customers journeys more reliable and upgrading
stations we serve. While these engineering works
take place on the Hope Valley line, there will be
a number of changes to TransPennine Express
services, and we’d advise our customers to check
carefully for the latest advice before they travel.”

Darren Lockwood, Project Director from VRSJV,
said: “We thank the local community for their
patience and understanding while we carry out
these essential upgrade works on the Hope Valley
line. Theworkplaysanimportant partinfacilitating
this important investment in Northern travel
infrastructure.”
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Transport Secretary and MP for Welwyn Hatfield Grant Shapps joined
passengers at Welwyn Garden City station on May 16th to welcome the start
of new cross-London train services between the Hertfordshire town and
Sevenoaks in Kent.

ThenewThameslinkservicesruneveryhalf-hourduringweekday peaktimes.
Opening up the new route provides an increase in services with 2,600 more
seats to London for passengers using Welwyn Garden City, Hatfield, Potters
Bar, New Barnet, Oakleigh Park and New Southgate, as well as allowing their
first direct through-London journeys.

New cross-London train route offers more seats and journey choices for Herts

and Northeast London commuters

Peak-time services from Finsbury Park to St Pancras International and
through central-Londonareup fromfourtosixtrains perhour. The new Herts-
Kent route has been created by reinstating Welwyn-London services that
were suspended in March 2020 and linking them, via St Pancras, to services
between Blackfriars and Sevenoaks. The link forms the first-ever direct route
across central London via Finsbury Park in the north and Elephant & Castle
in the south.

Thameslink’s passengers benefit not only from the new direct journey
opportunities to South London and Kent, but also from connections with
the new Elizabeth line at Farringdon and easy changes at St Pancras or
Blackfriars for trains to Gatwick Airport and Brighton.

Tom Moran, Managing Director for Thameslink and Great Northern, said:
“We’re delighted we can now provide these extra seats and new journey
opportunities for Hertfordshire and Northeast London commuters. The new
route is a key part of the service uplift we’ve achieved for our passengers in
the new summertimetable. This timetableis the starting point for rebuilding
our railway, working closely with our community and industry partners to
support passengers and the economic recovery of both local and regional
rail.”

Grant Shapps said: “Faster, more frequent services are what we all need. As
ourrecovery fromthe pandemic continues, ’'m delighted the Welwyn Garden
City — Sevenoaks service is being introduced. This cross-London route will
be vital to helping thousands of people travel across the region for work or

play.”

London Euston passenger assistance buggies replaced after stellar service

Together they’ve travelled further than the moon so
now the entire fleet of passenger assistance buggies
at London Euston station have been replaced after 18
years.

On average 87,000 passengers who need help getting
to and from their train rely on the vehicles at the West
Coast main line’s southern terminus each year - that’s
around 240 passengers every day.

The first four buggies were introduced in 2004 with a
further six added in 2010.

It’'s estimated the 10 vehicles have made 1,000,000
journeys between the main concourse and platforms
over 18 years.

With each trip around a third of a mile - it means they’ve
ferried passengers and luggage over 330,000 miles
between them - the moon is 238,885 miles away from
Earth.

After nearly two decades of serious pulling power,
Network Rail on May 20th retired the old vehicles for 12
new electric machines.

This £200,000 investment has boosted the fleet by
20 percent and will reduce maintenance costs and
breakdowns.

Gareth Parry, Network Rail station manager at London
Euston, said: “These new buggies will continue to play
a vital role in getting passengers to and from trains
who need extra help. The old buggies have served us
incredibly and it’s out of this world to think of together
they’ve travelled further away than the moon!

“These new vehicles will be much more reliable, have a
longer battery life and can continue to serve passengers
for many more years to come.”

Passenger Assist allows people to request an assistance
booking in advance so that train company staff will be
on hand to help with things like navigating a station,
boarding a train, or arranging a ramp on and off a train.

Since April 1st, people can book assistance just two
hours before their journey is due to start, at any time of
the day and any day of the week.

The reduction in booking times comes after rail
companies last year introduced a new app, Passenger
Assistance by Transreport, which speeds up the process
to request assistance.
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On May 14th, Class 70 002 is seen
workingaTraffordPark-Southampton
liner at Kings Sutton.

First testing of retrofitted ETCS train at RIDC

Network Rail’s state of the art Rail Innovation &
Development Centre (RIDC) has carried out its first
testing of a train retrofitted with onboard digital
signalling equipment.

The Class 180 train, owned by Angel Trains and
operated by Grand Central, has been retrofitted with
European Train Control System (ETCS) equipment
to enable operation with digital signalling. This has
been made possible by the recent upgrading of the
RIDC facility in Melton Mowbray to enable testing of
trains fitted with ETCS technology.

Following the upgrade, Firstin Class (FiC) ETCS trains
canundergo dynamic testing to support the approval

and authorisation process for operation on the GBrail
network. This will enable the readiness of all trains

for the Government funded East Coast Digital Programme
(ECDP), which willultimately see traditional signals removed
from the tracks on the southern part of the East Coast Main
Line.

The Class 180 arrived at RIDC at the end of April. Alstom
supported by partners at Network Rail, Grand Central
and Angel Trains completed FiC testing and accumulated
endurance running to prove the reliability of the Alstom
ATLAS 2 ETCS onboard system. The trackside ETCS system
installed at RIDC has also been delivered by Alstom’s expert
signalling team in the UK.

Alstom’s Onboard ETCS system fitted to the Class 180 is the
first onboard system tested at RIDC that is compliant with
ETCS standard Baseline 3 Release 2 (required standard for
ECDP roll out). The onboard system is the first to support
Packet 44, which enables operation with GB specifics such
as miles per hour. This is a major milestone achievement by
the project team.

Theteamsarecurrentlyreviewingtheresultsfromthetesting
and undertaking detailed planning for the next key project
milestone which will be to commission the Class 180 into
ETCS Level-NTC (National Train Control) operation later this
year, the next step towards supporting full ETCS operation
on the East Coast Main Line in the near future.

Toufic Machnouk, Network Rail’s Director, Industry
Partnership for Digital Railway, said: “The availability of
RIDC to commence the testing of the first retrofitted train is
a key corner stone in GB digital capability and the network
master plan. It provided the proving ground for ETCS trains
that will enable the migration to ETCS operations on the
network.

Thisisanational capability fortheindustry thatwill serve the
ECDP as the vanguard scheme and the broader application
of digital signalling technology in this country”.

Jason Baldock, Alstom Digital & Integrated Systems (D&IS)
UK Managing Director said: “This is a hugely important
milestone not just for Alstom and our partners on the
Class 180 project, but also the wider industry, as we have
now tested in the UK the most up-to-date ETCS Onboard
technology at the state-of-the-art RIDC Melton test track,
which has also been delivered by an Alstom team. This is a
huge step forward for the future roll-out of ETCS in the UK,
and is a testament to the hard work and collaboration of the
participating businesses in delivering this technologically
challenging project”.

Richard Morris, ETCS Project Manager at Angel Trains, said:
“Thisis an exciting milestone for Alstom, our Class 180 trains,
and the future roll-out of ETCSs across the country. We are
proud to have supported this project and look forward to
working alongside our industry partners to continue to
innovate the UK rail industry.”

Sean English, Chief Operating Officer, Grand Central Rail,
said: “Grand Central Rail is delighted to have supported the
development and testing of the ETCS System on the C180
FiC train as it represents a major milestone for the ECDP,
bringing us a step closer to operating in ETCS Level 2 (L-2).
The Grand Central team are looking forward to placing into
use the FiC train in L-NTC later this year, which will allow us
to understand the reliability of the system, thus paving the
way for a smooth transition to ETCS L-2 operations.”
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Class 68 031 heads south light
engineondrivertrainingdutiesfrom
Longsight-LongsightviaWarrington
and Crewe through Acton Bridge on
May 5th.

GBRf Class 69 005 leads 73 136 and 73 107

past Church Brampton, Northants, on
May 23rd en route from the Severn Valley
Railway backto home ground at Tonbridge.

Network Rail announces nine-day closure
of Eastleigh to Fareham railway to improve
tracks and protect vulnerable earthworks

Engineerswill be shoringup avulnerable stretch of
railway between Eastleigh and Fareham between
Saturday June 25th June to Sunday July 4th,
along with a package of 42 other jobs to improve
passengers’ journeys on the route. As a result,
there will be no trains on the line between those
dates, with a bus service and diversions taking its
place. The steep-sided cutting leading to Fareham
Tunnel was built in 1841 and needs major work
to improve it. A previous landslip on the line, at
Botley in 2014, saw services suspended for over a
month.

Network Rail’s route director for Wessex, Mark
Killick, said: “By doing this work in a nine-day
chunkitwillmeanwe’re closing the railway for less
time overall - and fewer weekends in particular.
We’re also using the time to do a whole host of
jobs, such as track improvements, maintenance
and inspections that we would normally do by
closing the route at weekends. We can’t forget
thatwe’re also keeping the line safe from landslips
by tackling the earthworks near Fareham Tunnel.
While | appreciate that it’s going to mean longer
journeysandsomedisruptionforthatperiod,itwill
also mean a safer and more reliable railway - and
one that’s open for business as much as possible.
| would ask customers to plan their journeys that
week so they don’t get caught out by the changes
as we’ve worked hard to provide diversions and
buses to keep people moving.”

SWR’s Customer Experience Director Christian
Neill said: “We understand that a nine-day closure

of the railway will significantly affect customers
using the line between Eastleigh and Fareham,
but this is the most effective and efficient way of
delivering essential improvements. By spending
time engineering a permanent solution, as well
as taking the opportunity to carry out other
maintenance and improvements, customers will
experience greater reliability on this section of
railway. We’ll be doing all we can to keep people
moving and rail replacement buses will be in
operation. Some services that would usually use
this line are also diverted or revised, meaning
customers may have to change trains, so we’re
urginganyoneplanningajourneythroughthisarea
to check before they travel. We’d like to thank our
customers for their patience and understanding
whilst these vital works take place”.

During the nine-day closure engineers will install
retaining walls and make the slope of the cutting
less steep, among a package of maintenance
and improvements on the route. Network
Rail colleagues will be removing rail defects;
maintaining track and power supplies to keep
trains moving on time; clearing litter and graffiti
from Cosham and Fareham stations, working
on points so that they can keep working in cold
temperatures; inspecting and improving drainage
so that track can cope better during extreme
weather; and replacing sidings in Eastleigh yard
used by freight and engineering trains working
across the region’s railways.
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Willesden on May 5th.

Royal Mail Class 325 007 and 325 012
pass through Acton Bridge working
from Shieldmuir Mail Terminal -

Safety boost as Network Rail completes £600k

investment at quarry sidings in Derbyshire

Workers at Dove Holes Quarry rail sidings
at Peak Forest in Derbyshire are benefitting
from a £600k investment to improve safety
at the site as part of Network Rail’s Freight
Safety Improvement Portfolio (FSIP). The two-
year project saw the construction of a new
470 metre safe walking route between the
sidings and the train crew facilities, including
low level lighting and a new staircase on the
embankment.TheFSIPisa£22mfundtodeliver
safety improvements during Control Period 6
(CP6), which has already enabled safe walking
route improvements at Great Heck near Selby,
Cliffe in Kent and Angerstein Wharf at the Port
of London.

Oliver Paget, Network Rail’s lead route and
freight manager for North West and Central
(NW&C), said: “This project has made great

improvements to working conditions for the

they were walking on uneven ballast and with
over a quarter of a mile between the quarry
and the long siding it could be tough going
on the shunters’ and drivers’ feet and knees.
There was a history of trips, slips and falls on
the site.”

Dale Holford, a driver operator for Victa
Railfreight, walks an average of 15 miles a day
in his job. He said: “Each train is a quarter of a
mile long and my job entails me walking along
eachsideofit,sothat’salotoftimespentonmy
feet. | lost one and a half stone in the first two
months | came to work here. The new walking
route is amazing; it has made things so much
better. Walking on ballast is uncomfortable
underfoot and you have to be careful that you
don’t turn your ankle. Any improvements like
the ones this project is delivering are always
welcome.”

Operated by GB Rail freight (GBRf) and DB
Cargo, 42 train services run each week from
the quarry carrying things like mortar and
aggregates for CEMEX - a global leader in the
building materials industry.

Mark Grimshaw-Smith, rail and sea Manager at
CEMEX, said: “Safetyisournumberone priority,
and we are focused on continual improvement
at our locations to better protect our people
and those we work with. Part of this means
working collaboratively with our industry
partners to identify what the issues are, along
with the opportunities for development. Dove
Holes is our largest quarry in the UK, with our
busiest rail operation and multiple users on
site at any time; making this project especially
valuable. Moving forward, we are keen to roll
out these safe working routes at our other
railheads.”

drivers and shunters at Peak Forest. Previously

Welsh timber returns to the railway for carbon-cutting test run

For the first time since 2005, a freight train carrying Welsh timber left
Aberystwyth as part of a trial that could see regular freight traffic return to
the Cambrian line. The successful trial, aimed at exploring the feasibility
of transporting timber by rail to reduce carbon emissions, opens up the
possibility of removing hundreds of large lorries from the rural roads of mid
Wales. The timber, which came from the forests of Ceredigion and Powys,
was loaded onto a Colas Rail freight service at Aberystwyth on Friday April
29th, ready to be transported to the Kronospan manufacturing plant in
Chirk, north Wales. Kronospan makes and distributes timber products such
as wood panelling for furniture and flooring and plays an important role in
the timber supply chain. Ten wagons of unfinished timber left Aberystwyth
on Friday, pulled by a pair of Class 37 locomotives owned by Network Rail,
thanks to a partnership with the freight operator Colas Rail. The Class 37s
were handpicked for the job in order to haul the 700-tonne load over the
steep gradients of parts of the line, which skirts the edge of the Snowdonia
mountain range.

Transporting this much timber by rail removed upwards of 16 lorries from
the roads, helping to reduce carbon emissions and traffic congestion. It’s
estimated that a quarter of a tonne of carbon dioxide was saved by using
the railway for this purpose, which equates to 30,411 charges of your smart
phone or the carbon emissions per passenger taking a one-way flight from
Amsterdam to Rome.

Jess Lippett, Network Rail senior route freight manager, said: “Rail freight
is a vital part of our infrastructure, providing a fast, green, safe and efficient
way of transporting goods. This trial run shows how we can work together
to have a positive impact on the environment and the economy, with the
potential to remove hundreds of lorries from rural roads while supporting
local businesses.”

Simon Metcalf, business delivery manager (North) for Colas
Rail said: “Colas Rail Freight, Kronospan and Network Rail have
worked in partnership for many years developing cost effective
and environmentally friendly solutions for the continuing
transportation of timber by rail. Our latest venture combines
minimal road transportation of timber from the forests of
Ceredigion and Powys to the strategic Railfreight hub in
Aberystwyth. From here, approximately 700 tonnes of material
can be moved by Colas Rail Freight in one trainload to the
KronospanmanufacturingplantinChirk. Thesenewservicesare
the first commercial freight trains to operate over the Cambrian
rail route for over 25 years - aside from one journey in the early
2000s - and combine route specific traction with state-of-the-
art European Rail Traffic Management Signalling (ERTMS).
Both Colas Rail and Kronospan continue to strive to identify the
reduction of CO2 emissions across their business portfolio.”

Owing to the success of this first trial run, Network Rail hopes to work with
Kronospan and Colas Rail on another test journey in the near future.
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Some more of the nations oddities this month:

Wartime Hero’s

Choppers to the Rescue
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Vineyard & Steam Tours with Wildwood
Vineyard & Spa Valley Railway

Returnto Eridge Stationintimeforthe 14:05departure
back to Tunbridge Wells West, arriving back in the Spa
town for 14:30.

Train tickets are just £10 per adult or £9 per senior
(60+). Arrive at Eridge at 12:20. Onceyou have booked
your train ticket just prebook your wine tasting by
emailing the Wildwood Vineyard directly. Tour and
Guided Tastings £9 per person. Guided Tastings only
£6 per person.

Advanced bookingis essential to guarantee your Wine
Tasting tour at www.wildwoodvineyard.co.uk/tours-
tastings

Tickets must also be booked in advance to travel on
the 11:55 train from Tunbridge Wells West to Eridge
and the 14:05 train from Eridge to Tunbridge Wells
West at www.spavalleyrailway.co.uk

Steam Weekend for Father’s Day at the Spa
Valley Railway

Visit the Spa Valley Railway in Tunbridge Wells on
the weekend of June 18th and 19th for a weekend
of steam. You can choose to hop on and off at any
of our stations to explore the surrounding areas
including at Tunbridge Wells West, Groombridge
and Eridge.

Groombridge Place is a short walk from
Groombridge Station and if you travel on our
railway you can claim 10% off admission at
Groombridge Place on the same day of travel
when you show your train ticket.

High Rocks station is not always open so please
check before you travel if you would like to alight
here.

On Father’s Day you can also choose to book
a delicious Ploughman’s Lunch (subject to

availability) which can be enjoyed on board one
of our steam trains as it travels between Eridge
and Tunbridge Wells West and back again.

A new experience is now available to book which includes
Wine Tastings at Wildwood Vineyard in Eridge and a steam
train ride on the Spa Valley Railway in Tunbridge Wells.

Did you know just a short walk from Eridge Station is the 'é I?loucghhn:(an > Igdufﬁls ° To(r:?lato SOLXD Starr‘fr,
delightful Wildwood Vineyard? ajunChickenorRoastHamorCheeseorAubergine

Main and a Dessert of Eton Mess! Tickets are sold
in tables of two for £80 or tables of four for £160

The Spa Valley Railway has teamed up with Wildwood which is just £40 per person.

Vineyard to offer a fabulous day out which includes travel
by steam train or heritage diesel to Eridge, followed by tour
and wine tasting at Wildwood Vineyard before returning to
Eridge and taking the train back to Tunbridge Wells West.

Arrive at Eridge from 12:20 to board the train in
good time prior to departure at 12:35. Travel to
Tunbridge Wells West and return, arriving back at
Dates Eridge at 13:50.

To book in advance and to see details of other
events including dining experiences at the Spa
Valley Railway visit www.spavalleyrailway.co.uk

June 11th, July 30th, August 20th, September 10th
Itinerary

Boardthe SpaValley Railway 11:55trainat Tunbridge Wells
West Station and travel to Eridge.

Alight at Eridge and take the short footpath to Wildwood
Vineyard to enjoy a fabulous wine tasting experience.


http://www.spavalleyrailway.co.uk
http://www.spavalleyrailway.co.uk
http://www.spavalleyrailway.co.uk

Wells & Walsingham
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Following the success of similar schemes at Wool and
Wareham, South Western Railway and the Purbeck
Community Rail Partnership are looking for volunteers
to adopt Dorchester’s main station and set up a Friends
of Dorchester South station group.

Around the country, there are more than a thousand
station adoption groups under the umbrella of the
Community Rail Network.

The groups aim to add value to local communities by
making the station a welcoming and attractive focal
point, to encourage rail travel and to instill a sense of
civic pride by involving schools, volunteer groups and

APPEAL TO FIND VOLUNTEERS TO ADOPT

DORCHESTER SOUTH STATION

businesses. Being part of the Community Rail Network
gives groups access to advice and resources to help
them with projects and schemes at the station. Grants
and other financial help is also available.

OtherstationsinthePurbeckCommunityRailPartnership
have completed projects based around community
gardening, artwork or adding signage of the local area.

Jonathan Evans, Purbeck Community Rail Partnership
Volunteer Recruitment Officer, said: “As the newest
addition to the Purbeck Community Rail Partnership,
we are incredibly keen to find volunteers who are as
passionate about Dorchester and rail travel as we are.

Station adoptionis a great opportunity to be involved in
a community project - whether that’s gardening, art or
any number of other projects. It is not necessary to start
as a fully formed group as it just takes one or two people

with the vision and passion for the group to grow from
there,” he added.

Paula Aldridge, South Western Railway Community Rail
Manager, explained: “Stations on the South Western
Railway network currently benefit from the support of
over 70 station adoption groups. The work that station
adoptersdoisinvaluable in making our stations a better
place for our customers and helping to centre them
within their communities.

“Wewouldencourageanyonewhoisinterestedinhelping
to make Dorchester South station afocal part of the local
area to get in contact with the Purbeck Community Rail
Partnership,” he added.

Anyone interested in becoming involved in adopting
Dorchester’s main station and setting up a Friends of
Dorchester South station group can start their journey
by sending an email to volunteer@purbeckcrp.prg.uk.

Photo: ©Andrew P. M. Wright
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)

Class 50 010 ‘Monarch’ is seen at Exeter St.
Davids with a local service to Paignton in the
eighties. This loco had its roof painted black.
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Class 37074 departs Salisbury with slurry tanks

bound for Quidhampton on September 27th
1997.
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h 4

Class 58 025 passes through Kennington near

Oxford with a Midlands to Didcot MGR in the
early eighties.
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)

Class 47 450 passes through Andover on a
diverted CrossCountry service when they were
loco hauledinthe mid eighties.
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Class 50 018 passes through East Grinstead
with a diverted London Waterloo to Exeter
service in mid eighties.

h 4

Class 73 212 leads 73 213 at Micheldever with
a Tonbridge - Eastleigh working on December
5th 2007.
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