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Submissions & Contributions

Railtalk Magazine, a magazine written by the
Enthusiast for the Enthusiast. So why not join
the team. We are always looking for talented
photographers and writers to join us at Railtalk.
Be it though pictorial submissions or via a
written article featuring an event or railtour,

we greatly appreciate any contributions to the

magazine however big or small.

Photographic Contributions

All Photographic contributions should to be sent
to us via email, post or via the members section
page on our website. Contact addresses are

provided above.

All images should be provided at a resolution of
at least 2400px x 1700px at 240dpi.

Welcome to

Another fantastic selection of
photos this month, once again we
are delighted to receive so many,
and we hope that you appreciate we
are unable to use them all, but we
do have another bumper bundle for
your enjoyment.

In the news this month... Trouble
brewing on LNER as planned
timetable changes on the East
Coast main line are fuelling growing
protests, with councillors and MPs
unhappy about the implications for
Darlington. LNER is proposing to
increase the number of trains calling
at Durham, but the price of that will
be fewer trains calling at Darlington.
LNER said the number of its trains
calling at Darlington would come
down from 62 to 53 daily, while the
increases at Durham, involving three
trains every two hours to Newcastle,
York and London King’s Cross instead
of one an hour atthe moment, will be
counter balanced there by reducing
the number of trains from Durham to
Edinburgh to one every two hours.
CrossCountry, however, will still
provide an hourly service.

It is the changes at Darlington which
have sparked most of the anger.
Darlington Council leader Heather
Scott has allied herself with local MPs
Peter Gibson and Paul Howell. They

ssue
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are writing to all four of the operators
whichserveDurham,whoalsoinclude
Northern and TransPennine Express,
calling on them to postpone any
changes while a ‘fully co-ordinated’
public consultation is carried out.

Ms Scott told the BBC: “The top
and bottom of what LNER want to
do is to cut the journey time from
London to Edinburgh by bypassing
Darlington station. We are objecting
to that. We've got the treasury and
various other departments coming
here and all the developments on
Tees Valley. It is the wrong time to be
looking at reducing trains stopping
in Darlington. We’ve also got money
being spent on upgrading Darlington
station andyet they are talking about
taking trains away. It’'s absolutely
ludicrous.”

Also in the news this month is that
industrial disruption grows as more
strikesarecalledastheRMThascalled
aseriesofstrikesbytrainmanagerson
East Midlands Railway in its dispute
over the safety of cascaded Class 360
units on the London to Corby service
when there is one manager on the
8-car trains, which are formed of two
separate four-car units. The union
wants a safety-critical member of
staff, preferably a train manager, to
be in charge of each four-car section.

The walkouts are to be staged on the
eight Sundays, starting August 8th
and continuinguntil September26th.
Theactionisinadditionto anexisting
series of strikes which are being
staged by EMR senior conductors in
a separate dispute over pay, working
conditions and ‘contract issues..

Thenewstrikesarethelatestinaseries
of disputes which are threatening
train services in many parts of the
country this summer. The longest
running dispute is between the RMT
and ScotRail, where conductors
have been striking every Sunday
since March 28th. The cause of the
disagreement is pay, and the RMT is
protesting that ScotRail drivers who
are members of ASLEF were given
enhanced pay for rest day working
while other grades were not. Other
operators involved in industrial
disputesinclude Caledonian Sleeper,
which had to suspend its services
when RMT staff went on strike over
pay between June 15th and 26th,
and where a ban on higher-grade
working began on July 30th. A series
of strikes is also beginning on August
8th on Hull Trains in a dispute over
pensions.

Until next month, stay safe.

Andy

This Page
Onthe East Lancs Railway, Peak Class 45 108 slows for its
stop atIrwellValein a brief spell of sun on July 2nd, while
working the 14:00 service from Rawtenstall to Heywood.

Barry Longson

Front Cover

‘Merchant Navy’ Class No. 35018 ‘British India Line’
catches the evening sun under the watchful eye of Pen-

y-Ghent with the returning ‘Dalesman’ railtour on July

22nd. Gerald Nicholl
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OnJuly28th, ‘BritishIndiaLine’worksthereturn‘Dalesman’charteroverDenthead
Viaduct.
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With Thanks

Once again many thanks to
the many people who have

contributed, it really makes our task

of putting this magazine together
a joy when we see so many great
photos.

These issues wouldn’t be possible
without: Ken Abram,

Derek Aldcroft,

Michael J Alderdice, John Alsop,
Steve Andrews, Ray Anslow,

John Balaam,

Christopher Baldwin,

Geoff Barton, Brian Battersby,
Paul Beard, Steven Beesley,

Mike Bennett,Sam Bilner, Tim Bott,
Ben Bucki, Keith Chapman,

Steve Chapman, Julian Churchill,
Nick Clemson,

John Coleman, Keith Davies,

Steve Donald, Robert Duff,

Eddie Emmott, Derek Elston,
Mark Enderby, Dave Felton,

Greig Gibson, Paul Godding,

Carl Grocott,

Richard Hargreaves,

Dave Harris, Jim Haywood,

Brian Hewertson, Paul Hewertson,
Stuart Hillis, Anton Kendall,

Keith Hookham,

David Hollowood, Derek Hopkins,
Jasmine Ingham, Colin Irwin,

Jon Jebb, Richard Jones,

Colin Kennington, David Lindsell,
Ken Livermore,

Barry Longson, Michael Lovatt,
Michael Lynam, Kevin McCormick,
Jonathan McGurk,

Phil Martin,

Dave Mather, David Mead,

Chris Morrison, Ken Mumford,

Alan Naylor, Gerald Nicholl,
Jeff Nicholls,

Stuart Parkes,

Andy Parkinson, Dave Peel,
Mark Pichowicz, Colin Pidgeon,
David Pratt, Neil Pugh,

Tim Richardson, Alan Righby,
Charlie Robbins, Bryan Roberts,
Neil Scarlett,

Stephen Simpson,

Alan Sinclair, Gary Smith,
Stewart Smith, Lee Stanford,
Steve Stepney, John Stubbington,
Simon Thomas,

Steve Thompson, Brian Turner,
Allison Twycross.

Tim Ward, Andrew Wilson,
David Wood, Leuan Wood,
Shep Woolley and the guys at
RailUK.
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Charter Scene Rail Charter Services
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Avanti

Coast

West

Class 390 134 passes Farington Curve
Junction with a London Euston to
Glasgow service on July 22nd.

Class 390 129 speeds south near Acton
Bridge on July 15th with a service to
London Euston.

Avanti West Coast begins the UK’s biggest
ever train fleet upgrade

Avanti West Coast has kicked-off
the UK’s biggest ever train fleet
upgrade, as the first Pendolino
was taken out of service for
work to begin on the £117m
project. The programme will
transform all 56 of Avanti West
Coast’s iconic Pendolinos. The
trains are widely regarded as
the UK’s hardest working train
fleet, clocking up more than 270
million miles since they were
launched - enough to go to the
moon and back more than 500
times. The Pendolinos have
served routes between London,
Birmingham, Manchester,
Liverpool, Glasgow, and
Edinburgh for close to 20 years
and the upgrade will return the
whole Pendolino fleet to an ‘as new’ condition.

Customer improvements include:

Replacing 25,000 Standard Class seats;

Conversion of one First Class carriage on each of the
35 eleven-carriage Pendolinos to provide more than
2,000 extra Standard class seats;

The introduction of a new Café Bar for customers to
meet and enjoy refreshments;

Improved lighting and new interior carpets;

Greater use of technology with customer-friendly
passenger information screens;

Additional luggage space;

Power points at every seat;

Refurbished toilets.

“The Pendolinois areal workhorse which has helped
to transform services on the West Coast Main Line,”
explained Phil Whittingham, Managing Director for
Avanti West Coast. “This investment will take them
to the next level and they’ll feel like new trains with
state of the art technology and brand new seats. |
can’t wait to see the reaction from our customers
and people.”

Rail manufacturer Alstom will oversee the
refurbishment at their new depot in Widnes in the
North West securing 100 skilled jobs. The first train,
set number 390125, is due to re-enter service in late
2021.Theupgrade programmewillrununtil February

2024 when the last of the 56 strong fleet is expected
to leave Widnes.

“We were delighted when our friends at Avanti West
Coastentrusted ourteam atWidneswith theupgrade
of the Alstom-built Pendolino, one of Britain’s most
reliable, popular and sustainable trains” said Peter
Broadley, Managing Director, Services, Alstom UK &
Ireland. “Alstom is the nation’s leading train services
provider and train refurbishment is a major part of
our offering, so we can’t wait to get cracking on this
landmark project.”

UK suppliers will benefit from 80% of the £117m
investment, which is financed by Angel Trains, one of
the UK’s leading train Asset Management companies.

“Investing in the refurbishment of rolling stock
is crucial for advancing the UK rail industry and
supporting the wider supply chain,” said David
Jordan, Chief Operating Officer of Angel Trains. “This
projectisahuge milestone,and we are proud to work
with our customers Avanti West Coast to upgrade the
Pendolino fleet, to create modern train interiors that
are fit for future passengers’ needs.”

The refurbished Pendolinos are just part of the
changes taking place on the West Coast. The ground-
breaking Standard Premium has already been
introduced, as has at-seat ordering and a brand-new
fleet to replace the diesel Voyagersis comingin 2023.



Caledonian
Sleeper

Allison Twycross

Allison Twycross

Allison Twycross




Chiltern

Railways

Class 68 013 stands at Birmingham
Moor Street after arriving with 1R25
11:10 from London Marylebone on
July 15th.

Chiltern Railways celebrates 23th anniversary with launch of greener and quieter HybridFLEX train

Chiltern - the operator of train services between
Birmingham, Oxford and London - has celebrated 25
years of continuous service for customers and marked
this achievement as a train operator with a celebration
event at London Marylebone Station and the launch of
HybridFLEX - Britain’s first battery-diesel train. Chiltern
is currently an all-diesel operator with an average
fleet age of 25 years. A key priority for the operator is
to help deliver decarbonisaiton for the UK by investing
in innovation. Long-serving Chiltern colleagues were
joined at Marylebone Station by regional stakeholders
and rail industry executives, prior to the train travelling
to Bicester Village on its maiden journey.

HybridFLEX train

HybridFLEX is the product of collaboration between
rolling stock owner and asset manager Porterbrook
and engineering giant Rolls-Royce. As well as offering
zero emissions and near silent operation at stations, the
Rolls-Royce Hybrid PowerPack will also reduce fuel

consumptionandsoCO2emissionsbyupto25%, Nitrous
Oxide (NOx) emissions by over 70% and particulate
emissions by over 90%, compared to the engines it
replaces. Chiltern is delighted to be trialling this new
technology to demonstrate that it can contribute to
better air quality, decarbonisation and the aim of
removing traditional diesel trains from its network. The
HybridFLEX aims to enter full passenger service from
September this year.

Rail Minister Chris Heaton Harris said: “HybridFLEX
trains will make rail travel even greener and the air in
our stations cleaner. Chiltern Railways have connected
people for a quarter of a century and now are helping to
prepare for the future as we build back greener. This is
a great example of how innovation and enterprise can
help us reach our ambitious target of net zero emissions
by 2050.”

Richard Allan, Managing Director at Chiltern Railways
said: “Chiltern has a fantastic track record of innovating
and investing in new routes, stations, depots and trains
to attract and retain customers. We are proud and
privileged to mark our 25th anniversary by introducing
colleagues and stakeholders to the HybridFLEX train.
We need to modernise Chiltern again and this exciting
use of new technology in an older train is a potentially
very significant opportunity to help us decarbonise and
Improve our customer experience.”

Mary Grant, CEO of Porterbrook said: “We are delighted
to be able to support Chiltern Railways’ ambitious plans
for the future. Our HybridFLEX, built in partnership with
Rolls-Royce, will offer improved air quality and reduced
noise at stations and other sensitive locations on the
Chiltern network. HybridFLEX is part of Porterbrook’s
growing portfolio of alternative traction systems
designed to help Britain’s railway accelerate the race to
Net Zero.”

Warren East, Chief Executive Officer at Rolls-Royce
said: “This collaboration demonstrates the pivotal role
technology is already playing in the transition towards
a net zero future. With 1.7bn passenger rail journeys
taking place every year in the UK, the 25% reduction
in CO2 emissions offered by HybridFLEX represents a
meaningfulstepforwardinthecountry’sjourneytowards
its 2050 net zero target. We’re delighted to be part of
this ground-breaking team with our hybrid solution
alongside Chiltern Railways and Porterbrook.”

A Bicester Village spokesperson said: “We congratulate
ChilternRailwaysontheir25thAnniversary. Weare proud
to join them in celebrating our long running successful
partnership and welcome the exciting opportunities
which they seek to introduce, in particular towards a
sustainable transport future for Bicester”.
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Colas Rail

Class 56 105 passes Wolascott on July
8th working the 6751 16:16 Baglan
Bay - Chirk timber.
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OLD OAK COMMON AND HEX DEPOT DECOMMISSIONING NEARS COMPLETION FOR HS2 UPGRADE

In September 2019, the South Rail Systems Alliance
(SRSA) began the decommissioning of the Heathrow
Express (Hex) Traincare Depotin Old Oak Common (O0C)
to pave the way for the construction of a station in its
place as part of High Speed 2 (HS2). A multidisciplinary
based programme was launched to begin works to
decommission the depot and lay the foundations for the
enabling works and installation of the new station due
to be handed over in November 2021.

Collaborationhasbeenakeyfactorintheefficientdelivery
of the construction programme, with the SRSA, NWR &
HS2 applying accelerated project principles through a
risk-based approach to achieve critical milestones.

Colas Rail’s experience as a Principal Contractor in
complex schemes, the team’s intimate knowledge of
the OOC Site and the multidisciplinary capability of the
team enabled the project teamtoreact to key challenges
throughout the life cycle of the project.

Over the last 22 months we have completed:
Feeder Station Removal

Undertrack Crossing (UTX) Telecoms

Survey Management

Location Cases (Loc) Suite Migration

Interim Drainage

Plain Line Track Renewals

OLE Dewirements

Wycombe Single Track Recoveries

Recovery of Depot tracks

The team utilised hybrid-powered Mobile Elevated
Working Platforms (MEWP), which runs on electricity for
on-tracking andtravel. With our continuingcommitment
to becoming carbon neutral the team are looking to
harnessing battery powered equipment and plant. The
OOC ssite also trialled POP lights as a visual demarcation
to show the site safety boundaries and for any other
electrical hazards (i.e. cross track feeds, live electrical
equipment etc.)

Speakingaboutthesuccessofthe HexDepot
Decommissioning, Network Rail’s HS2
SeniorProgrammeManager, ChrisRolfesaid
“The Hex Depot Decommissioning project
is a shining example of what successful
collaboration looks like. The SRSA have
fostered an excellent working relationship
with HS2 Ltd and their construction partner
BBVS through integrated design and site co-
ordination meetings. This has successfully
facilitated early land transfer between
contractors, swift reactions to a changing
environment and allowing scope to be
delivered by those best placed to manage
the risk.”

With plentyofworksettotakeplacebetween
now andtheNovember2021 handoverdate,
we will be providing updates on any major
milestones completed by the SRSA on the
OO0C scheme.
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1st.

Stillshowing EWS branding onits bodyside,
Class 66 171 passes Chapel-en-le-Frith on
the freight only line, working the 12:43
Walsall to Dowlow Briggs sidings on July

DB Cargo UK to invest £2.6 million in new automotive facilities at Toton

DB Cargo UK has announced plans to invest £2.6 million
in new facilities at its depot in Toton, Nottinghamshire,
to facilitate the export and import of a new generation
of Toyota cars.

The announcement was made during a visit to the site
by Rail Minister Chris Heaton-Harris who was on a fact-
finding mission to learn more about DB Cargo UK’s
innovative use of hydro-treated vegetable oil (HVO) fuel
in its diesel locomotive fleet.

The investment will see the construction of a new
vehicle storage compound and associated loading and
unloading facilities on a disused section of the site
adjacent to the existing paintshop and stores.

Subject to planning approval, new services will start
in January 2022 with hybrid Corollas manufactured at
Toyota’s Derby plant being exported to France and the
Czech Republic. Toyota Aygo, Yaris and the new Yaris+
vehicles will be imported on the return leg, to ensure full
utilisation of the new services.

DB Cargo UK Chief Executive Andrea Rossi said: “This
is a really exciting collaboration between DB Cargo
UK, Toyota and STVA which will breathe new life back
into redundant land at our Toton depot,” he said. “It’s
a win-win-win for STVA, Toyota and ourselves and will
see us deliver an efficient and environmentally-friendly
rail logistics solution for one of our most important
automotive customers,” he added.

DB Cargo UKiscurrentlythecountry’sleadingtransporter
of finished automotives. Up to three trains per week are
planned to depart from the new facility at Toton, each
carrying up to 230 finished cars.

“Each train will carry the equivalent load of around 23
road transporters. Our rail solution will not only reduce
congestion on the UK’s road network but will also
generate significantly less CO2 emissions than if they
were taken by road,” said Andrea.

Rail Minister Chris Heaton-Harris performed the official
unveiling of the newly-named ‘I Am A Climate Hero’
locomotive during his visit to the site. He said: “We are
boosting British business whilst cutting carbon. This is
what building back greener is all about.

Trains are one of the most eco-friendly ways to transport
goods and DB Cargo UK is leading the way in making it
even greener.”

Leon van der Merwe, Vice President Supply Chain with
ToyotaMotorEurope,said:“Asacompanywearededicated
tomakingcontinuous progresstowardscarbon neutralit,
and thisincludes seeking ways to reduce emissions from
manufacturing, vehicle use and logistics. By utilising this
new rail freight multi modal opportunity, we are helping
to ensure our low emission hybrid electric vehicles built
at our British Burnaston plant can be transported to our
customers in an increasingly sustainable way”.
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Class 66 175 working the 6752 17:40
Alexander Dock - Warrington Arpley
sidings passes Condoveron July 14th.
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The ‘Stegosavurus’ is alive and well and living in Stoke, says DB Cargo UK!

Innovative engineers at DB Cargo UK’s maintenance
depot in Stoke are busy converting a set of unused
BYA wagons into open hot coil wagons - dubbed ‘The
Stegosaurus’ due to its striking profile! The company is
breathing new lifeinto 29 old and redundant BYAwagons
after successfully trialling a number of prototypes with
its customer Tata Steel. Tata Steel has recently seen an
increaseindemandforopenhotcoilwagons,soDBCargo
UK set about exploring ways to optimise its existing fleet
of covered wagons to ensure it could continue to fulfil
its customer’s requirements. The challenge was given
to DB’s cross-business Wagon Innovation Group which
came up with the concept of removing the doors from
the BYA wagons and adapting the coil beds inside.

The MK1 prototype which was completed in early 2020,

was sent for live testing with Tata Steel, receiving only
mixed reviews. To obtain a greater understanding of
Tata’s needs, DB’s Sales and Production teams spent
time discussing the design with Tata and fed back some
of their queries and additional requirements to its
Group Technical Services (GTS) Team. Armed with this
feedback, GTS went back to the design board and the
MK2 was developed. For the new modular type set-up,
the wagon ends were fully removed to give better access
for cranes during loading. Robust dividers were also
added into the well of the wagon, giving secure pockets
forvarious sizes of coil dependent on what the customer
was transporting.

Obsolete items were also removed from the wagon to
maintain the tare weight and keep payloads at previous

levels. Alongwiththis morein-depthtransitiontoflexible
coil transport, GTS also designed a set of dividers which
could beswappedintothevehiclestoallowthetransport
of steel slab. The ability to utilise the same wagons on
either open coil or slab traffic would have the benefit
of increasing utilisation of the asset while reducing the
reliance on older, life-expired steel wagons, as the BYAs
were also some 30 years younger than the current open
fleet. The wagon - BYA 966050 was returned to Stoke
for rework which was completed to coil specification in
April this year. The wagon is now out in traffic with Tata
and has received very positive feedback.

A full roll-out of the MK2 prototype has now been given
thegreenlightand Stoke will convertafurther29 wagons
during 2021 with the ability to have either coil or slab
spec as required.

Mike Richards, Depot Manager at Stoke, said: “The team
at Stoke is very proud of the MK2 prototype and has
nicknamed it the Stegosaurus due to the side-on profile.
We worked closely with our colleagues in the GTS Team
along with Procurement for the new modular items to
enable significantimprovements over the MK1 offering,”
he added.

The production line to convert all 29 wagons has now
been established, with a number of additional staff
recruited to fulfil the conversion.

Mike said: “Asset optimisationis a key strand of DB Cargo
UK’s new strategy and this project demonstrates clearly
that innovation and a determination to deliver for our
customers is alive and well in our business.”
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Freightliner

On July 15th, Class 66 618 passes through
Stafford with a stone train from Tunstead -
Northampton Castle Yard.

Freightliner secures government funding for dual-fuel project

Freightliner, a subsidiary of Genesee & Wyoming Inc.
(G&W), in partnership with a consortium of specialist
suppliers, has been successful in securing government
funding to develop a dual-fuel solution for the Class 66
locomotive.

Thetechnologyisoneofthe30winnersofthelatestround
of the First of a Kind (FOAK) competition announced by
the Transport Secretary. Already the safest and greenest
mode of ground-freight transportation, the competition
has been aimed at making the railways even cleaner,
greener and more passenger friendly.
Thisisthefirsttimethat thistechnology, which iswidely
used in the road industry, will be applied to the rail
freight sector on such an important and widely used
class of locomotive. Work commenced on July 1st and
will take place over a nine-month period.

Thekeyprojectpartnersare Freightliner,which operates
over 113 Class-66s in the UK, and Clean Air Power,
providers of innovative clean air solutions for freight.
The project is also supported by Network Rail, Tarmac,
Rail Safety Standards Board (RSSB), Flogas, Carrickarory
and the University of Birmingham.

The project will investigate the ability to substitute
diesel with both hydrogen and biogas on the Class-66
locomotive which hauls over 80% of freight on the UK
rail network and, in doing so, reduce carbon emissions
on one of the industry’s most challenging two-stroke
locomotives. This will be achieved by retrofitting the
Class 66 with Clean Air Power’s precision injection
technology, creating a Class 66 that can run on a
combination of diesel, biogas and hydrogen.

This sustainable solution will support a programme to
decarbonise freight operating companies’ diesel fleets

inacost-efficientmannerthatdoesnotrequiresignificant
short-term investment and facilitates operational
learning in support of a longer-term fleet replacement
programme, potentially using 100% hydrogen fuel.
Exhaust emissions will be assessed in line with the
latest RSSB guidance to understand both the baseline
conditions and the impact of dual-fuelling for both
hydrogen andbiogas. Emissionsand substitution datais
a key output of this projectand will be available to RSSB.
Allworkonlocomotives, statictestingand emissiondata
collection will be carried out at Freightliner’s vehicle
maintenancefacilityin Leeds,supported by Carrickarory
Consultancy and in consultation with RSSB.

“Freightliner is excited to be a key partner in this
pioneering decarbonisation project,” said Freightliner
UKRailManagingDirector Tim Shakerley. “Asthe largest
freight operator of electric traction, we already

have a number of environmentally motivated initiatives
underway and are delighted to be working with
Clean Air Power and other partners on this additional
government-funded project. With decarbonisation high
on the agenda, these initiatives will further support the
government’s pledge to achieve net zero greenhouse
gas emissions by 2050.”

Dan Skelton, Managing Director of Clean Air Power, said:
“We’re delighted to be working with Freightliner and
otherpartnersonthis project. All parties are focussed on
delivering a fully functioning low-carbon, low-emission,
hydrogen-friendly Class 66 locomotive. Our solution
offers a route to viable, long-term decarbonisation and
its associated cost benefits, which will be practical to
implementand scale. Withthe know-how and expertise,
we share, we’re looking forward to this new and exciting
initiative making a real difference.”
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Class 70014 arrivesinto Northampton
Castle Yard with 6793 09:56 from
Tunstead Sidings on July 19th.

Freightliner launches daily service to new Tinsley Marshalling Yard

Freightliner has launched a new daily intermodal rail
service from the Port of Felixstowe to the recently
resurrected Tinsley Marshalling Yard, located between
Sheffield and Rotherham.

Working alongside longstanding key customer, Maersk
Line, and in collaboration with the Port of Felixstowe,
Freightliner’s new service will run between the UK’s
busiest container port and the new Newell & Wright
Transport site at Tinsley, carrying a range of goods and
further supporting customers’ network requirements
and their sustained efforts to decarbonise transport

operations.

“We are delighted to see the re-opening of the site
at Tinsley, providing a further opportunity to move
more goods by rail and the associated environmental
benefits that brings,” said Managing Director of UK Rail
at Freightliner Tim Shakerley. “The daily service can
remove up to 76 lorries from the UK’s congested roads
andfurthersupportsourcommitmenttotacklingclimate
change and meeting government decarbonisation
targets.”

Chris Lewis, CEO at the Port of Felixstowe, said: “The
Port of Felixstowe already has the busiest intermodal
rail freight terminal in the country. This new service,
Freightliner’s twentieth daily service from the port,
further extends the range of sustainable distribution
options available to importers and exporters through
the UK’s largest container port.”

Steve New, Execution Manager at Maersk Line,
commented: “Maersk Line is proud of our long-term
collaboration with Freightliner, providing rail freight
capacity to a range of destinations throughout the UK,

includinganewservicefromthe Portof Felixstowetothe
new Tinsley site operated by Newell & Wright Transport.
With decarbonisation high on the agenda, we continue
to work closely with Freightliner on initiatives aimed at
delivering areliable and sustainable rail freight solution
for our customers.”
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Class 90 047 and 90 004 working the
17:10 Mossend Loco Holding Sidings to
CoatbridgeF.L.T.passesthroughCoatbridge
on June 10th.

Freightliner secures Government funding for Freight Energy and Emissions Calculation tool

Freightliner, a subsidiary of Genesee & Wyoming Inc.
(G&W), in partnership with a consortium of specialist
suppliers, has successfully secured government
funding to develop a Rail Freight Energy and Emissions
Calculator (REEC) that will be deployed on the existing
NR+ platform used for rail-freight planning. The project
is one of 30 winners in the latest round of the First of
a Kind (FOAK) competition announced recently by the
Transport Secretary. Already the safest and greenest
mode of ground-freight transportation, the competition
has been aimed at making railways even cleaner and
greener.

The NR+ platform, developed by University of Hull, is
the first digital platform that fully captures the UK rail
network capability fromafreightoperator’s perspective,
including data on loading gauge, permitted weight and
electrification constraints. It will be augmented with
route gradient and line speed data, together with high-

accuracy train performance modelling, to deliver a low-
cost intelligent emissions calculation and mapping
solution. Rail-freight operators and customers will
be able to calculate precise energy and emissions
estimatesfortheirroutes, easily model the performance
limitations of different traction options and varying
train loads, or compare rail freight with other transport
modes to determine the effects of modal shift on overall
emissions.

“Freightliner is excited to be a key partner in this
pioneering rail-freight project with University of Hull,
Aether, Carrickarory and University of Derby,” said
Freightliner UK Rail Managing Director Tim Shakerley.
“There are significant economic and environmental
benefits generated by rail freight, and the development
of the Rail Freight Energy and Emissions Calculator
can support an increased modal shift from road to rail,
ensuring that rail freight is well positioned to deliver

evengreatereconomicbenefitsandthedecarbonisation
of the UK economy.”

With 44% of the UK network currently electrified and
no more than 80% likely to be electrified in the next few
decades, REEC can also be used to analyse the freight
impact of different electrification plans, options, and
alternatives.Freightoperatorsareactivelypursuingways
to decarbonise diesel trains, which is not just a matter
of switching to lower carbon energy sources but also
operating more efficiently - for example, by operating
longer trains that are more energy and emissions
efficient. However, a detailed energy and emissions
calculator, that can simply and easily evaluate all the
permutation of performance requirements, efficiency
improvements and mitigation measuresis not currently
available.

Theleadorganisation,UniversityofHull,hassuccessfully

developed the NR+ platform and demonstrated its
ability to combine big data and analytics to deliver
scalable rail applications. The energy and emissions
calculations will be led by consultants from Aether
and Carrickarory, who have worked with Department
for Transport and Rail Safety Standards Board on rail
emissions understanding and reduction, and an expert
from the University of Derby.

Amar Ramudhin, Director of the Logistics Institute, said:
“Building on our innovative NR+ platform, our energy
andemissionscalculatorwillprovidemuchmoreprecise
emissions data. This will allow DfT and Network Rail
to align their investment on rail electrification to areas
with higher emissions and lead to opportunities to plan
routes that are lower in carbon emissions, contribution
to the UK’s commitment to providing a more reliable,
efficient, and greener railway, as well as the University
of Hull’s commitment to accelerating a net zero future”.



www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 103

Jeff Nicholls




www.railtalkmagazine.co.uk 104

Michael Bennett

Stuart Hillis

Alan Rigby




with 4D58.

It’s that Biffa man again! Class 66 783 ‘The
Flying Dustman’ sets off from Trent Reception at
Scunthorpe after running round the empties from
Roxby and heading back to Doncaster Down Decoy

GbB Railfreight complete £1.5 million upgrade

GB Railfreight (GBRf) has completed two major upgrade
projects funded by Network Railworth over £1.5 million,
aimed at improving vital Local Distribution Centres
(LDCs) in Eastleigh and Bescot.

Both LDCs act as a focal point for the shunting,
marshallingand preparation oftrains needed tosupport
vital engineering works carried out by Network Rail.

The work on Eastleigh LDC, in Hampshire, has been
two years in the making with GBRf replacing old cabins
with updated facilities that provide full recreational
capability, offices for management, a meeting room,
as well as a vantage point that overlooks the yard.
Alongside this, GBRf undertook a car park overhaul,
maximising the potential parking for those operating
onsite.

Staff officially relocated to the new facility in June,
moving from temporary accommodation which has
been a welcome change.

The West Midlands-based Bescot LDC has undergone
a series of works to repair and renew underinvested
and unsafe track at the site. The project included the
removal of abandoned buildings, lighting upgrade
works, installation of Armco crash barriers, new safe
walking routes and safety steps, and reinstatement of
siding 1 which has been derelict for many years by using
recycled rail and sleepers.

Backed by Network Rail Supply Chain Operations (SCO)
and the Network Rail Freight Safety Improvement
Fund, Bescot LDC has been hugely improved to prevent
derailments.

Mike Black, Supply Chain Services Director of
Network Rail said: “Local distribution centres may not
instinctively sound like the most critical part of running
a railway, but they’re absolutely vital to maintaining
and renewing the railway, and keeping our passengers
and freight moving. The improvements delivered at
Eastleigh and Bescot are part of our wider strategy to
modernise supply chain operations sites in order to
make working practices even safer and more efficient
while also improving performance.”

David Golding, Asset Director of GB Railfreight, said:
“Our partnership with Network Rail has seen the
completion of both projects on time and within
budget, providing the facilities needed to ensure the
smooth running of LDCs, which are a vital part of our
infrastructure system in the UK. This work will help to
bring LDCs into the twenty-first century, as we see
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demand for UK-wide possession and support services
increase post-pandemic.”
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Azuma Class 800 203 working the
5762 Northallerton - Heaton TMD,
storms through Seaton Carew on the
Durham Coast with a route learneron
July 20th.

LNER LEADS THE WAY IN RAILWAY INNOVATION AND INVESTMENT

London North Eastern Railway (LNER) has invested
millions of pounds improving every aspect of the
customer experience - accelerating projects during the
pandemic to transform the UK’s railway - as it looks
forward to welcoming passengers back to the railway.

Frombookingtoonboard,adigitalrevolutionhasquietly
been taking place using everything from real-time apps
to Al, to deliver a step change in rail travel. In addition,
during the past year more than £14 million has been
invested in upgrading and transforming stations. The
newly-launched LNER mobile phone app has soared
in popularity to become one of the most highly rated
within the industry, making it easier for customers to
book and access their tickets in one place whilst on the

go0.

Customers are also now able to receive real-time
personalised journey messages by opting-in to push
notifications via LNER’s mobile app, SMS or Facebook
Messenger after further enhancements to the award-
winning LNER Assistant. The service sends messages

to customers about their journeys on up to moment of
travel, providing information such as which platform
their train will be leaving from, if there is any disruption
and real-time updates if there are any changes to their
journey. The LNER website now offers ‘One-click Delay
Repay’ allowing quick and easy compensation when
delays of more than 30 minutesimpactajourney. Anew
LNER parking app also makes it simpler for customers
to pre-book and pay for their space at LNER managed
stations, with special rates of £5 per day after 09:30
Monday to Friday and a weekend rate of £12 from 10:00
on Fridays to 14:00 on a Monday. In order to provide
customers with more comfortable journeys on LNER
services and give confidence that trains will not be
overcrowded, most seatson LNER services will require a
reservation. The approach, called Seat Sure, will protect
the flexibility of the walk-up railway as there will be a
numberofunreserved seatsin Coach Cfor Standard and
a number of seats in Coach M in First Class, or Coach E
in First Class in a five-coach train. Customers without a
reservation will be able to travel in these unreserved

areas of the train. This is complemented by a world-
class cleaning regime that has seen the team of cleaners
grow to record-breaking levels, with 360 specialist staff
now working across the route.

David Horne, Managing Director at LNER, said: “Overthe
past 16 months of the pandemic, we have grasped hold
of every opportunity to innovate, invest and improve
for the benefit of our customers. Our ambition is to
truly transform rail travel in the UK and we believe that
this pioneering approach is key as we look to welcome
customers back to rail. We’re incredibly excited to see
how our customers react and take advantage of the
changes we’ve introduced, which run right through the
customer experience - from booking to onboard to the
station facilities.”

LNER has continued to pioneer new approaches when
it comes to the onboard experience, becoming the first
in the industry to roll out its trial of an ‘at-seat’ catering
offer. The ‘Let’s Eat at Your Seat’ service enables

customers in Standard to order and pay for food and
drinks from their phone in the comfort of their own seat.
As part of LNER’s focus on innovation to enhance the
customer experience, LNER has become the first train
company in the UK to use new artificial intelligence
software to better manage disruption. When services
aredisrupted, the new system by JNCTION, aims to help
LNER ensure any delays are kept as minimal as possible.
A new customer loyalty scheme, LNER Perks, has also
been launched, giving loyal customers benefits to
spend on future journeys, gifted as an LNER eVoucher
to friends or family or donated to a charity partner.
Customers will notice that it is not just the digital
experience that has changed, as LNER has invested
more than £14 million over the past 12 months in
improvements to stations and facilities. From a total
transformation of Doncaster Station to new travel
centresandtoilets atYork,a customerlounge at Berwick
and car parks at Durham and Grantham, LNER has
created first class facilities right along the East Coast of
the UK with further improvements to come.
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WORLD FIRST AS GREEN CITYTREE BRINGS A BREATH OF FRESH AIR TO NEWCASTLE CENTRAL STATION

London North Eastern Railway (LNER) is bringing a
breath of fresh air to Newcastle-upon-Tyne as a green
‘CityTree’ takes root at Newcastle Central Station.
Combining the natural ability of living moss to bind
fine dust and remove it from the air, with cutting edge
technology, the CityTree has been designed to clean,
cool and humidify 3,500 m> of air each hour. That is
equivalent to the breathing volume of 7,000 people.
Newcastle Central Stationisthefirst station in the world
to benefit from having a CityTree inside, as a result of
LNER’sinnovation programme, LNER FutureLabs, which
fast tracks new and emerging technology into the rail
industry.

Unlike conventional air filters, the various species of
moss inside the eye catching three-metre high structure
are never full, as the fine dust is converted to natural
biomass and digested by the moss. This means it can
absorb and metabolise up to 82 per cent of the fine dust
in the air and in doing so, produce oxygen.

On July 29th, Class 91 110 ‘Battle of
Britain Memorial Flight’ arrives at
Doncaster with a London King’s Cross
- Leeds service.

Danny Gonzalez, Chief Digital and Innovation Officer
at LNER, said: “We’re excited that Newcastle Central
Station is the first in the world where customers can
enjoy a breath of fresh air from a CityTree, as it shows
how new technology can be accelerated to have a
positive impact on the environment in and around
railway stations

“Drawing upon the natural benefits of living moss and
combining it with the latest tech developments, we
look forward to seeing the impact that the CityTree has
on the station environment. It is a great example of the
innovative approach we are taking at LNER, to help us
achieve our ambitious sustainability goals.

“The improvement of air quality is hugely important to
LNERand we arepleased thatwe havealready beenable
to significantly reduce our direct carbon emissions as a
result of the introduction of our Azuma trains, saving
nine million litres of diesel in 2019/20 compared to the
previous year.”

LNER partnered with German company
Green City Solutions, which specialises in
combining nature with digital technology,
to test the CityTree within the station
environment.

Peter Sanger, co-founder and CEO of Green
City Solutions, said “Our mission is to find
a solution for inner-city spaces so that as
many people as possible can breathe clean
air. It has been great to get this opportunity
to share the CityTree with the people of
Newcastle and create a pleasant zone for
them to enjoy the noticeably fresher and
cooler air”,

The CityTree will be installed at Newcastle
Centralfor 12 weeks as LNER and Green City
Solutions monitor its impact on the station
environment.
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During the Quarry Hunslet 150 celebrations on July 10th at
Statfold, 0-4-0STs ‘Cloister’ (HE542/1891) and ‘Jack Lane’
(HE3904/2006) workingonthelowerlineand‘Lilla’ (HE554/1891)
on the upper line, make simultaneous departures.

Greater Anglia is making it easier for passengers

to find out which are

The company has just improved its “less busy trains” tool
on the Greater Anglia website to provide more detailed
information about how busy services are along the whole
route of selected rush-hour journeys to and from London.
After selecting a journey and time of day, passengers can
see a colour-coded “journey heat map” which indicates
at a glance whether the selected train is quiet, moderate,
busy or crowded. By clicking for more details, passengers
can then see how busy or quiet the train is at every station
along the route. They can compare data for trains on the
same route but at different times to find the service they
feel most comfortable travelling on.

The tool uses passenger monitoring data from the week
before, gathered by staff at Greater Anglia stations who
count how many passengers are getting on at each station.
The data is uploaded once a week. The tool is not a live
feed but a useful guide based on analysis of the previous
week’s data.

Martin Moran, Greater Anglia commercial, customer
service and train presentation director said: “We’re seeing
increasing numbers of people travelling on our trains as
Covid restrictions have been gradually lifted. We wanted

the ‘least busy’ trains

to make it as easy as possible for passengers to choose a
less busy train if they do not feel comfortable catching a
train with many other people, which is why we’ve made
these improvements to our less busy train tool, following
its launch last year. If you’re at a station and you want to
find out which is the least busy train, you can also ask a
memberofstafforpressthehelpbuttononaticketmachine
to go through to an assistant at Norwich who will be able
to help you. | would like to reassure people that you can
travel with confidence on our trains - and many people
are doing just that. Often you’ll find fewer passengers if
you move down the length of the train.”

“On the busiest trains - described as “crowded” on the
less busy trains tool - it will not be possible to socially
distance - but we still have many measures in place to
keep passengers safe, including enhanced cleaning and
sanitisationoftrains,eitherairconditioningwhichreplaces
air inside the train every six to nine minutes or opening
windows - as well as doors which open at stations. In
addition, the vast majority of passengers are wearing face
coverings for all of their journeys.”

Fares Advice with raituk

This month more questions and answers on the
complex ticketing system of Britain’s Railways.

South Yorkshire Travelmaster tickets

Travelmaster is the range of travel passes in South
Yorkshire that include all operators and all modes
(bus, tram and train).

They are currently running a 25% off sale on all tickets
from 2nd August to 27th September, in conjuction
with the Sheffield City Region Mayor’s organisation.

OfinterestforrailusersistheSouthYorkshireConnect+
ticket, valid for unlimited travel on any bus, tram or
train in South Yorkshire with a choice of 1 day, 7 day,
28 day and annual tickets. Promotional prices: 1 day
£6.60, 7 day £23.00, 28 day £86.30, annual £992.50.

Note however due to some issue with rail industry
systems, rail retailers are unable to issue the tickets
at the promotional price. You can buy all the tickets
online - visit
https://www.sytravelmaster.com/summersale

and the 1 day tickets are also available on the
Stagecoach and Firstbus appsorfrom busdriversand
tram conductors in the area. Weekly or longer tickets
are fulfilled to a smart card, if you don’t have one you
can get a blank one for £1 either online or from bus
drivers and tram conductors.

Avanti (and others) not offering best value tickets

Q: I've been planning a journey from Coventry (COV)
to Weybridge (WYB) on Friday 3rd September.

COV 0732, change London, arr WYB 0957.

WYB 1712, change London, arr COV 1942.

National Rail gives a flexible return price of £64.10
which seems pretty reasonable to me.

lwenttoAvantitobookastheyaretheprincipalcarrier.
Theirsite doesn’t offer thisreturn fare; instead it gives
me two single advances for £97.90 or an Anytime
Return for an eyewatering £194.00.

| then tried TPE as | have an account with them. This
shows the £64.10 off peak return but then gives no
options for the return journey.

LNER does offer the fare, as does TrainSplit, which is
where I bought thetickets, due to the ability to choose
seats.

Out of interest, | also tried Trainline (OK), Northern
(OK), Raileasy (OK), Cross Country (OK) South Western
(NO), Red Spotted Hankey (NO). How is it that the
principal operator for this journey is unable to offer
the off peak return ticket? | checked the restrictions
and none of the usual peak restrictions apply on the
Friday. Or have | done something wrong on the Avanti
site that | didn’t see?

A: Avanti now use a booking engine called PICO4UK
which going by all accounts on here is pretty hopeless.
It’s derived from Trenitalia’s PICO system used in Italy
- Trenitalia has a 30% stake in Avanti West Coast.
Disappointing that the Worldline-based systems (SWR
and Red Spotted Hanky) are failing to offer the £64.10
Off Peak Return.

This intrigues and worries me in equal measure.
Someone not ‘inthe know’could plan this exact journey
on the Avanti website, assuming the operator’s own
site to be correct. There, they will be met by a big price
banner: from Avanti showing £97.90 - no booking fee -
unbeatable prices, guaranteed

It’s ‘unbeatable, it’s ‘guaranteed’. Why look elsewhere?
Yet this price is easily beaten by over a third, with added
flexibility thrown in. It surely cannot be right that no-
one within Avanti has noticed or tested this - or have |
picked anobscure journey?ldid testitona COV- Euston
journey for the same trains and was correctly given the
off peak return ticket.

What would a customer’s rights be if, having bought -
and potentially used - a £98 ‘guaranteed unbeatable’
ticket (and an Advance to boot, so non-returnable),
they subsequently found out about the £64 ticket?

The worst thing about this is that it perpetuates the old
“but Trainline is cheaper so the fees are worth it” thing,
because in some cases it is, because Avanti are failing
to sell valid tickets.

Ticket Advice for All

Advice on rail ticketing is available on railforums.
co.uk in the ‘Fares, Tickets & Routeing’ section. We
believethisto bethebestsource of UKrailfares advice
available anywhere, as we have a team of people who
are familiar with the complex rail fares system who
can help you. Never pay over the odds again, and ask
us if you need help! See you there!
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On the Keighley and Worth Valley Railway, the requirement for running socially-distanced trains in line
with the government Covid rules has meant their stalwart Class 101 DMU has seen use only on staff trains
through 2020 and 2021. On a hot, sunny July 17th, the DMU (made up of Nos. M51189 and Sc51803) is
seen at Haworth Loop, preparing to set-back into the engine sheds.

Community rail groups join national campaign to highlight hidden gems along Britain’s rail network

In @ move to get local residents back on track, East
Anglia’scommunityrail partnershipsaregettinginvolved
in a national awareness campaign, to promote the
delights and benefits of ‘Days Out by Rail’, coordinated
by Community Rail Network. Days Out by Rail aims to
inspire and encourage day-tripper and leisure travellers
to jump aboard a train, for exciting, fun, eco-friendly
outings. The campaigndrawson localinsightsandideas
from community rail, a grassroots movement spanning
Britain, which involves communities and volunteers
with their local railways and stations. The eight-week
initiative is raising awareness about rail as one of the
greenest ways to travel - especially combined with
walking, cycling and buses - avoiding traffic jams,
parking and pollution, while enabling exploration of

lesser-known spots as part of a day out, short break or
staycation. East Anglia’s sixcommunity rail partnerships
-which work at a grassroots level to engage and benefit
localpeopleand promoterailasakey partofsustainable,
healthy travelin Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridgeshire, Essex
and Hertfordshire - will be showcasing placestovisitand
things to do along Greater Anglia’s rural branch lines as
part of the campaign.

Days Out by Rail will focus on eight themes, inspiring
and encouraging leisure travellers to: explore off the
beaten track; marvel at spectacular views; enjoy purse-
friendly days out; reconnect with family; discover what’s
on their doorstep; plan days out with friends; explore
scenic walking & cycling routes and enjoy time out just
for grown-ups, by train.

Jools Townsend, chief executive of Community Rail
Network, said: “Many people don’t realise the scope for
seeing Britain’s stunning landscapes, pretty villages and
historic sites by rail - and making use of our wonderful,
often little-known, community rail lines and stations
is a great way to do this. We are excited to launch our
Days Out by Rail campaign with help from community
rail partnerships and station volunteers across the
country. This campaign is all about drawing on the
local knowledge and insights from the community rail
movement, and sharing that with families, day-trippers
and holidaymakers. We hope to inspire more people
to explore our beautiful countryside and fascinating
heritage through green and scenic journeys by rail,
avoidingthestressand pollutionofdrivingand parking.”

Community Rail Network is the national umbrella body
for 74 community rail partnerships and 1,000 station
friends groups working locally to help communities get
themostfromtheirrailwaysandbenefitfromsustainable
travel. Their Scenic Rail Britain site is the go-to reference
and planning tool to discover scenic and historic rail
journeys in England, Scotland and Wales. It shows how
day-trippers and holidaymakers can uncover hidden
gems across coastal, country and city destinations using
the vast network of Britain’s community rail lines.

As more people return to rail, Greater Anglia is seeing
some trains and stations getting busier. More trains
have been added to the timetable and customers are
encouragedtousethefulllength oftrains and platforms.
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An unidentified Northern Class
156 is seen crossing the river
Leven on the approach to

Greater Anglia issues advice to customers as work
starts to improve March station

Customers using March rail station are being advised about
changesduringthecomingweeks, as Greater Angliacarriesout
improvement work. From July 12th the station entrance will
be closed and a new temporary ticket office opened on the far
side of the station to allow construction work to remodel the
entire station to commence. The work will see Greater Anglia
create an open-plan ticket hall and waiting area, accessible
modern toilet facilities, retail outlets, and an upgraded and
extended car park at the station.

Themajorupgradeispartofamulti-millionpoundregeneration
of Fenland’s railway stations which is pushing forward with
major improvement works on the rail line between Ely and
Peterborough. The programme is being delivered through
Fenland District Council’sRailway Station Masterplans project,
witha£9.5million package offundingfromthe Cambridgeshire
& Peterborough Combined Authority, chaired by Mayor Dr Nik
Johnson, and support from Greater Anglia.

The project aims to improve passenger facilities at the three
Fenland stations - Manea, March and Whittlesea - along the
Ely to Peterborough Hereward Line. Together the partnership
anticipatesthattheupgradestoimproveconnectionsbetween
the Fenland towns and other regional centres of education

and employment, creating an attractive alternative to the car
for more sustainable journeys.

Greater Anglia’s Asset Management Director, Simone Bailey,
said, “l would like to thank customers for their patience while
we carry out this upgrade which will transform the station and
offer a vastly improved travelling experience.”

Mayor of Cambridgeshire & Peterborough, Dr Nik Johnson,
said, “The point of transport is to serve people so improving
travel options and connections for the Fenland community
is @ must. That’s why the Combined Authority is investing
millions of pounds and collaborating closely with partners to
make this happen. Those combined efforts are paying off, and
people can see major construction starting on March’s new
Platform 1 buildings, and car parks at March and at Manea
and Whittlesea all taking shape.”

The work is expected to be completed by the end of 2021.
New platform waiting shelters have already been installed
at Manea and Whittlesea stations through the Combined
Authority funding and Section 106 contributions, along with
animproved passenger footpath and lighting and a new ticket
machine at Whittlesea and car park upgrades.

Work begins on major Access for All scheme
at Finsbury Park railway station

Network Rail is poised to start work
on a major scheme to improve
accessibility for passengers at
Finsbury Park railway station - a
key location on the network and a
strategic interchange for services
across London.

Work will begin on the scheme,
which is being carried out in
partnership with Transport for
London and Govia Thameslink
Railway, on Saturday July 31st.

It will see the installation of two

new lifts to serve platforms 3/4

and 7/8, which will mean that,

when complete, the entire station

will have step-free access. Alongside the lift
installation, engineers will carry out a series of
other passenger improvements, including;:
Updating the signs making it easier for people
using the station

Laying tactile paving along the platforms and
improving the floor surfacing

Upgrading the platform lighting

Additional CCTV cameras

Moving the ticket gates from Platform 3/4 to the
entrance in Station Place, making it easier for
people to move through the station. The work
will not affect train services and the impact on
passengers using the station and people who
live nearby will be kept to a minimum. Funding
for the project has been made available through
the Department for Transport’s Access for All
programme.

Paul Rutter, Route Director for Network Rail’s
East Coast route, said: “This latest project
underlines our commitment to provide easy
access for all passengers and to continue to
ensure stations remain places where people feel
safe and comfortable. Since receiving the Access
for All funding, we’ve worked closely with local
stakeholders and accessibility groups to find the
bestoptionforpassengers, whilstatthesametime
designing the scheme to minimise disruption as
much as possible.”

Rail Minister, Chris Heaton-Harris, said: “It is
brilliant to see work beginning on these vital
improvements, funded by our Access for All
programme. Our ambition is that the entire
transport networkis accessible to every passenger
by 2030, and these works will help build a more
modern, inclusive system.”

Tom Moran, Managing Director for Thameslink
and Great Northern, said: “On behalf of our
passengers, we welcome this major investment
to make Finsbury Park station completely step-
free between all platforms and the street. We're
committed to making our services accessible for
everyone, and this scheme will improve journeys
for many thousands of our customers, particularly
people for whom the lack of lifts made some
platforms difficult to use. Network Rail have
worked closely with us to minimise disruption
during the work.”

Throughout the project, a section of the footpath
and cycle path on one side of Stroud Green Road,
which runs under the bridge at the station, will
remain closed.

Duringthistime, cyclists will need todismountand
cross to the other side of the road for the length of
the bridge, were they will then be able to continue
using the cycle lane on the other side.
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‘Scots Guardsman’ hauling ‘The Dalesman’
waits to depart Carlisle on July 1st as a late
running Avanti Pendolino gets the road.

More than 700 North West railway trespass
incidents since April

More than 700 people have risked their lives trespassing
on North West rail routes since April this year. The
figures have been released by Network Rail and British
Transport Police as part of the You vs Train campaign to
highlight the dangers of railway trespass this summer.

In a new national survey 18% of people from the North
West* said they were prepared to risk life and limb to
retrieve an everyday object like a mobile phone, purse
or wallet if they thought it was lost on the track. Every
year sees thousands of trespass incidents across the
rail network.

Though often seen as a youth problem, in fact 75% of
trespassers are adults. Their reasons for straying onto
the network include taking shortcuts and retrieving
dropped items from the track. In the last three years,
morethan 150 adults have either been seriously injured
or lost their lives trespassing on Britain’s rail network.

Chris Mclaughlin, community safety manager in the
North West for Network Rail said: “You cannot put a
price on personal safety. Every time someone strays
onto the tracks they are placing themselves at risk of
serious, life-changing injury or worse. And the effects of
the actions can be devastating, not only for them, but
their loved ones and the wider community. We want
everyone to know and understand that stepping on the
track shatters lives. Please don’t take risks. Don’t leave
the people around you to pick up the pieces.”

Superintendent Alison Evans, British Transport Police
said: “Unfortunately, every summer we see a rise in

trespass incidents. This summer, please remember
that stepping onto the railway at any time is dangerous
and illegal. Accessing the tracks as a shortcut or to
retrieve a personal possessionyou’ve dropped will have
consequences that stay with you and those around you
forlife.Don’tletamomentofimpatienceruineverything
— it’s just not worth it.”

To raise awareness of the dangers a new video called
‘Shattered Lives’ shows how making the wrong
choice to trespass could so easily lead to devastating
consequences for not only the trespasser but also their
friends and family.

Seven-time Paralympian, Simon Munn, MBE, featuresin
the new anti-trespassfilm. Simon lost hislegin arailway
accident after attempting to take a shortcut home by
trespassing across the railway. While he has been able
to rebuild his life as a successful athlete - representing
Great Britain in wheelchair basketball - Simon counts
himself very lucky to be alive following the events that
night more than thirty years ago.

Simon Munn said: “If you’re thinking about taking a
shortcut home by trespassing across the tracks like |
did, then there’s only one winner. You can’t mess about
with a 400-tonne machine and think that you can get
away with it. l was very lucky that | only came away with
losing my leg. I’m incredibly proud of my career as a
Paralympian, but that night 31 years-ago was a massive
reality check. The outcome of my actions irreversibly
changed my life and | regret the pain that | put my family
through and the driver of the train.”
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Plasser & Theurer Euromat tamper
No. DR73916 passes through
Malvern Wells on a return trip from
Stourbridge Sidings to Hereford on
June 18th.

Repairs planned to stabilise a railway
cutting in Hove means some changes to
train services in September

Vital work to stabilise a railway cutting in Hove and
prevent delays caused by landslips will be taking
place between Saturday September 18th and
Friday October 1st (inclusive). While this work takes
place, notrains can runontheroute directly linking
Brighton with Hove. On Saturday September 18th
and Sunday 19th, buses will replace trains between
Brighton and Littlehampton.

From Monday September 20th, train times will
change between Littlehampton and Brighton,
with services diverted to run to and from Preston
Park, where passengers will need to change
trains to complete their journeys. Passengers
travelling between Portsmouth or Southampton
and Worthing, Hove or Brighton will also need
to change at Littlehampton. Additionally, Great
Western Railway services to and from Brighton
will start and end at Worthing on weekdays, and
Portsmouth Harbour on weekends.

In order to stabilise the cutting and protect the
railway from rockfall, engineers will be installing
1,012rockboltsintothegroundduringtheblockade.
These bolts will hold rock netting in place that will
catch loose rocks, and in the areas where required,
hold the ground together. We are working with the
local community to look at replanting options to
offset the vegetation removed by the works.

Over the weekend of September 18th/19th,
engineers will also conduct the following work:
Repair work at Wilbury Road Bridge to strengthen
the structure. Track circuit upgrades between
Brighton and Hove - this is equipment which tells
the signalling system and signallers where trains
are. Wheel timber renewals at Shoreham Viaduct
to improve the reliability of train services.

Shaun King, Sussex route director for Network
Rail, said: “The work we’re doing is absolutely vital
to keeping trains running safely and reliably for
passengers. Hove is a key location on our railway
network and any disruption here has the potential
to disrupt services across the Brighton Main Line.
We will continue to engage with passengers and
lineside neighbours and thank them for their
patience while we carry out this work.”

Chris Fowler, Customer Services Director for
Southern, said: While we know there will be
inconvenience for some of our customers, this is
really essential safety work. Therefore, we’re urging
anyone travelling along the West Sussex coast in
this 14-day period to plan ahead and check before
they travel as there will be changes to services, and
some journeys will take longer than usual. Online
journey planners will be updated in the next few
weeks. We thank all of our customers in advance
for their understanding.”


http://www.southerncountiesrailwaysociety.co.uk
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The Levenmouth rail link project has taken another
huge step forward with the start of work to remove the
old disused track and redundant infrastructure from the
former branch line.

Following on from last month’s confirmation that
the line will be double tracked and electrified, and
announcement of the station locations when Transport
Minister Graeme Dey visited Leven, the removal of the
old disused tracks is another clear signal that project is
gathering momentum.

Work is now underway on the route between Thornton
Junction and Leven and will be ongoing until the end of
August, though not continuously at any one location.

Removing the redundant and life expired railway
equipment is an important step forward for the project
and is the most significant work to date. Removing the
disused track and excavating the old ballast will also
help create a clear area for when the construction of the
new lines will begin early in 2022.

The redundant equipment has been itemised and
offered to arange of Heritage railways. It is our intention
that all of the assets removed will be recycled and re-
used within a railway environment. Some of it will be
repurposed for use on the construction of the new line.

Joe Mulvenna, Network Rail project manager for the
Levenmouth Rail link said; “This is the most significant
phase of preparatory work so far on the project and we
are literally clearing the way for the start of construction
early next year.

“While clearing the old track breaks a link with the
past, its important that we can re-use and recycle the
redundant assets for use on heritage railways and some

Track work is a big lift for Levenmouth rail project

can be repurposed for the new line.

“We are doing what we can to minimise any
disruption from this work and so we can
continue to enable people to enjoy using the
railway corridor for leisure purposes. We will
have measures in place to manage the work
safely but we do ask that everyone exercise
caution while we carry out this work.”

The railway corridor will remain open for
leisure purposes and we will have appropriate
measures in place to segregate the public
from what will be a moving work site.

We would ask anyone using the area to
exercise increased caution during this work
and if requested, please follow advice from
those on site to ensure your safety.

Maijority of Anglia’s rail network open for business as usual over August Bank Holiday as railway

Passengers travelling by train this bank holiday in
the Anglia region will be able to do so as Network
Rail’s engineering work has been planned to
minimise disruption.

Only ahandfulofrouteswillbe affected by upgrade
works taking place, so passengers should plan
ahead. This work includes:

Works as part of the new Soham station project
affecting services between Bury St Edmunds and
Ely on Sunday August 29th and Monday 30th.

Track renewal at Pitsea affecting c2c line services
between Fenchurch Street and Shoeburyness to
improve reliability between Saturday August 28th
and Monday 30th.

Works on the Barking riverside project affecting
c2c line services between Fenchurch Street and
Shoeburyness between Saturday August 28th and
Monday 30th.

continues to welcome back passengers

Track works and maintenance works will also take place across the network
but will be carried out overnight to minimise disruption.

The vast majority of the rest of Britain’s rail network (over 95%) will be open
for business as usual as it looks to welcome passengers back and reconnect
them with family, friends and their favourite holiday destinations.

Ellie Burrows, Network Rail’s route director for Anglia, said: “We know that
tourism is in high demand this summer and we have planned our work to
minimise disruption. The vast majority of our passengers will be able to
enjoy travelling by train over the bank holiday period.

“Passengers who are travelling out of the Anglia region should check how
their journey might be affected.”

Passengers are advised to follow government guidance and wear a face
covering in busy indoor settings, unless exempt. With good ventilation
systems on trains, extra cleaning and improved information about quieter
times, passengers can continue to travel with confidence.
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Unique liveried Class 37 610 stands
in Doncaster West Yard on July 1st
awaiting its next duty with a Network
Rail monitoring train.

Free and fast WiFi for Liverpool Lime Street
passengers

Passengers at Liverpool Lime Street station can now get
free and unlimited WiFi that is fast enough to support
video calls and streaming.

Network Rail’'s upgraded service uses the latest
technology so passengers can connect multiple devices
without having to create an account to log in.

It’s certified as ‘Friendly WiFi’ which means it complies
with the Government’s safe filtering standards for the
public and is child friendly.

The free connection has been introduced after feedback
from railway passengers.

Phil James, Network Rail’s North West route director,
said: “Passengers have told us that to enhance and
improve things for them and free WiFi was a must - so,
we’ve provided it. I’'d urge anyone to take advantage
of the new reliable and secure service when travelling
through the station.

“This is the first station in the North West with the free
upgraded WiFi. Next up is Manchester Piccadilly”.

The WiFi has launched in time to welcome passengers
backtotherailwayaftercoronaviruslockdownmeasures.

Robbie Humphreys, shift station manager at Liverpool
Lime Street station, said: “It’s a great improvement for
our passengers -, it’s free to connect, you don’t need to
enterany personalinformation, andit’sone of the fastest
data connections you can get.

“It’s part of our wider efforts to encourage passengers
back to rail travel and we can assure people they can
travel in confidence. The station team has worked really
hard to keep passengers safe throughout the pandemic
and we will continue to do so.”

The new, unlimited WiFiserviceis being rolled out across
Network Rail managed stations nationwide, with plans
forthe 19 biggest stations to be connected by the end of
2021.

All under one roof: rail workers revive Cumbrian visitor attraction

Thousands of pounds have been spent making repairs
to a Cumbrian Coast line station building which is home
to a popularvisitor attraction. Network Rail has invested
£30,000 to improve the roof at Millom station where the
Millom Heritage and Arts Centre is based.

A leaking roof has now been fixed meaning that the
much-loved attraction is ready to welcome back visiting
tourists and rail passengers in time for the peak summer
season.Thecentrehasalocalsocialandindustrialhistory
museum, an educational rail facility, creative poetry
and writing room, café, community ticket and travel
information centre and a newly refurbished passenger
waiting room.

Karen Hornby, head of performance and customer
relations at Network Rail’s North West route, said: “When
people think about the inside of a railway station, they
may think of a waiting room and a ticket office. But as
Millom station shows the space inside can offer so much
moretothecommunity. Thisiswhy!’m proudour£30,000
repairs to fix the roof will keep the Millom

Heritage & Arts Centre open for business not just for the
summer months, but all year round.”

Chris Jackson, regional director at Northern said: “We
would like to thank Network Rail for completing this
work. Millom Heritage & Arts Centre is something for
visitors to the station, and everyone in the community
to embrace, enjoy and be proud of.”

Jade Hughes, Millom Heritage and Arts Centre trustee,
said “We’re extremely grateful to Network Railforcoming
toourrescue. Thisnow enables usto carryonwelcoming
visitors from near and far.”

Warren Birch, Cumbrian Coast Line community rail
partnership officer, said “This essential piece of work
provides a stability to the building that will see Millom
Heritage & Arts Centre flourish for many years to come.”
Millom station is located on the picturesque Cumbrian
Coast line between Carlisle and Barrow-in-Furness.
This route boasts stunning views of West Cumbrian
countryside, the Irish sea and enticing beaches.



Network Rail and Highways England publish first phase of the

Network Rail and Highways England have published
the first phase of the Solent to the Midlands Multimodal
FreightStrategy. Thestrategyistheculminationofayear’s
work between the two organisations and represents
a further step forward in the collaboration between
Highways England and Network Rail in multimodal
strategic planning and other areas to better serve our
customers. This study forms part of Network Rail’s Long-
Term Planning Process and Highways England’s Route
Strategy and Pioneer Projects work, both of which
are designed to identify investment priorities for the
future. This closer approach to planning and increased
involvement of stakeholders is vital to delivering the
best results for our customers and funders.

Key findings include:

Roadsarecriticaltocompletethedoortodoorjourneysfor
shorterdistances, such asregional and local movements
or the last mile from a rail freight interchange. Rail is
most cost effective over longer distances and for higher
loads.

Rail and road both have similar reliability in terms of
journey times, key for freight consumers where much
freight is time dependent.

Modal shiftto rail provides an opportunity to free up road
capacityontheSolenttoMidlandscorridor,especially for
those journeysthat are greater than 50 miles and greater
than 100 milesforbulkand consumergoodsrespectively.
The Solent to the Midlands route is one of the most
important freight corridors in the UK. It links the major
port of Southampton with the numerous distribution
centres and economic hubs of the Midlands, North and
Scotland. The Solent Ports, particularly Southampton,
are in favourable locations for connections to the global
freight and logistics market due to their proximity to
the main shipping lanes. The Midlands is home to a
high concentration of large distribution centres and
warehouses - the so-called ‘Golden Triangle’ of freight
distribution. The A34, managed by Highways England,
links the Solent Ports and the Midlands and is closely
mirrored by the equivalent rail route, owned and
operated by Network Rail. The parallel nature of the

Solent to the Midlands multimodal freight strategy

road and rail routes means that it is an ideal candidate
for cross-modal analysis.

Paul McMahon, Network Rail’s managing director for
the System Operator said: “Both our organisations
have a shared goal of keeping Britain moving, as well as
contributingto achieving the government’s target of net-
zero carbon emissions by 2050. This study contributes to
these goals by demonstrating how both networks could
be used more efficiently in terms of their overall capacity
and their carbon footprint.”

Elliot Shaw, Highways England executive director
of strategy and planning, said: “Highways England
and Network Rail operate two of the country’s most
important transport infrastructure networks for the
freight and logistics industries. The Solent to Midlands
Joint Strategic Study is a good example of us working
together to identify the optimum solutions that could
benefit road and rail users, the economy and the
environment.”

Takingaholisticapproach,thisstudyusesdatainexciting
and innovative ways to identify where there may be
freight flows that currently use road but could be better
served by rail. It also outlines the significant benefits
that modal shift to rail offers both to freight end-users
but also to the wider road and rail networks. Phase 1
of this freight strategy outlines the potential for change
and the scale of the benefits that could be achieved.

Next steps include:

Continued collaboration between Network Rail and
Highways England to develop the strategy for this
important corridor and to look at other areas that would
benefitfromjointworkingtoprovideanimprovedservice
for customers.

Removal of the barriers to rail freight growth needed to
enable the increased freight flows out of the Solent.
Unlocking new markets for rail freight.

Decarbonisation of freight movements and the road
freight system.
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Class 40 No. D213 prepares to take ‘The
Welsh Marches Whistler’ tour back north
from Bristol Temple Meads to Lancaster.

Class 92 043 passes Bradley on it’s
way from Polmadie to Crewe TMD
on July 13th.

Passenger trains converted to deliver
parcels to city centres

High-speed parcel deliveries will soon be made by
rail to satisfy a growing demand for faster freight.
Network Rail and distribution firm Orion have
shown how the concept works at Euston station.
Former passenger trains are being converted to
take goods directly into city centre stations.
Aswellasonlineretail,theflexiblefreightoperation
could transportotherlight goods needed in super-
fast time by businesses.

Parcelswould then see bicycle orvan couriers take
them for final delivery. The trains can travel up to
100mph - twice the average speed as road traffic.
As well as faster delivery times, the converted
trains:

Are cleaner than air and road haulage

Can access city centres unlike larger scale rail
freight or air

Can operate on electrified and non-electrified rail
Are easy to load and unload onto modes of
transport for first and last mile of the journey

Daniel Fredriksson, Network Rail customer
relationship executive, said: “We’re excited to
show what future uses rail has for distribution
using Euston as a test site given its important
history as a mail rail hub. While parcel trains are
by no means a novel concept, more of us buying
things online and efforts to get polluting vehicles
off roads is revitalising rail as a cost effective and
fastway to get goods to consumers and businesses
quickly and efficiently. Network Rail has been
working with Orion as it’s repurposing former
passenger trains to serve this new purpose,

while opening up the opportunities this has for

economic growth as the country emerges from
the coronavirus pandemic.”

Karl Watts, chief executive officer for Orion,
said: “Orion High Speed Logistics represents a
revolution in the way we deliver goods into city
centres. Using converted, electrically powered
passenger trains, Orion is able to deliver goods
into terminal and other principal railway stations
where electric road vehicles complete the final
mile transportation into city centres. The shift
fromroadtorailtransportation delivers economic,
environmentalandsocialbenefits. Each 8-cartrain
removes 24 diesel powered vans from our roads
thereby reducing congestion, lowering carbon
emissions and improving inner city air quality.”

Rail Minister, Chris Heaton-Harris MP, said: “It
is really positive to see companies exploring
innovative methods like this to transport rail
freight. Repurposing former passenger trains
will allow light goods to travel to consumers in a
faster and greener way, helping to decarbonise
our railway, reduce congestion on our roads, and
support growth in the rail freight market. Through
our reforms in the Williams Shapps Plan for Rail
we are committed to unlocking the economic and
environmental benefits rail freight can deliver, as
we look to level up the country and build back
greener.”

Some of the UK’s largest parcel carriers have
expressed interest in using the new high-speed
logistics service using the converted trains. The
first will start running later this year between the
Midlands and Scotland.



Wandsworth Common saviour gets a plaque at
Clapham Junction

On July 23rd, Class 67 024 worked the
Belmond British Pullman ‘Highclere
Castle Special’ seen here at Andover
R q i I with the return working to London

National

Victoria.

A blue plaque to commemorate John Charles Buckmaster who
foughtacampaignto save Wandsworth Common from developers
has been revealed at Clapham Junction station.

The ceremony was attended by Network Rail’s chair Sir Peter
Hendy, Lucy Mowatt, the deputy mayor of Wandsworth, along
with Viscount Buckmaster, the great, great grandson of John
Charles Buckmaster, who unveiled the Battersea Society plaque
at the Network Rail managed station.

Mr Buckmaster, who lived circa 1819-1908 and whose home was
near the site now occupied by the station is described on the
plaque as an “educator, orator and campaigner for Wandsworth
Common”, which this year celebrate its 150th anniversary.

William Robertson, Clapham Junction station manager, said “It
was an honour to be part of a ceremony honouring a local legend
who did so much to keep green spaces open for everyone to enjoy

today.

It was also amazing to hear speeches from Sir Peter and Viscount
Buckmaster who paid tribute to the hard work and dedication of
John Charles Buckmaster.”

Lucy Mowatt, the deputy mayor of Wandsworth said: “It was a
privilege to welcome everyone to the unveiling of a Blue Plaque to
John Charles Buckmaster. It was highly appropriate as it was 150
years almost to the day that the Wandsworth Common Act was
passed in 1871, saving the green space of Wandsworth Common
for the people of Battersea and Wandsworth in perpetuity.”

Shoreham-by-Sea station receives makeover with £708k upgrade and achieves carbon reduction

Major repair and refurbishment work has been completed at Shoreham-by-
Sea to upgrade and improve the station for passengers while helping the
environment. Shoreham-by-Sea station was one of the earliest stations to
open in the south of England, coming into operation in 1840. It serves both
the West Sussex seaside town and Shoreham Airport (also known as Brighton
City Airport). Atrial of using HVO fuel while upgrading the station has helped
reduce the amount of carbon produced at the site by 37%. Hydrotreated
vegetable oil (HVO) is an advanced renewable fuel made from pre-existing
bio-waste products such asused cooking oil, waste plantand organic matter.
While it currently costs more than red diesel, it reduces net CO2 greenhouse
gas emissions by as much as 90%.

The works include:

Replacement of roof sheets on both platforms to keep passengers dry
Replacement of gutters and downpipes which will reduce the risk of flooding
Timber valance board replacement to protect the canopy roof
Replacement of fascia boards which stop water from penetrating the roof
Prep and painting of canopy metalwork and timberwork to protect the
structure

The station has a staffed ticket office which is open for the majority of the
day on all days as well as self-service ticket machines available. The station
also has a passenger waiting room, café and toilets which are open when
the station is staffed.

Both platforms and the waiting room have departure boards as well as
modern help points and are both fully accessible with step-free access

available throughout the station.

Shaun King, Sussex route director for Network Rail, said: “This
upgrade has made a big difference to Shoreham-by-Sea station
by improving the experience for passengers. These improvements
areavital aspect of ourworkto provide asafe, reliable and efficient
railway. Shoreham-by-Sea was also the first project in Sussex to
use recycled cooking oil instead of diesel fuel, allowing engineers
to reduce the amount of carbon produced at the site by 37%.
These actions help Network Rail work towards its goal of Net Zero
Carbon Emissions by 2050.”

The station’s most frequent service is eastbound to Brighton,
with four trains per hour. Regular trains also run westbound to
Littlehampton, Southampton Central and Portsmouth Harbour.

Chris Fowler, Southern’s Customer Services Director, said:

“On behalf of our customers, we welcome Network Rail’s
investment to restore and protect the fabric of the station
buildings at Shoreham-by-Sea, and thank them for the care taken
to minimise disruption and use low-carbon energy. As restrictions
ease and more passengers return to the station, they’ll also be
able to enjoy a package of enhancements we’re making as part of
our own network-wide, multimillion-pound station improvement
programme. These include new seats and platform shelter,
refurbishing the waiting room, and refreshing the landscaping.”



The Nosh Report

Something a little different from Irlam Station on
July 14th. A selection of photographs from “The
Heritage Hub” that is ever evolving at Irlam Station.
Besides the memorabilia from the industrial railway
scene, the station has been restored following its
closure in the 1980s.

National
Rail

Derek Elston

It is a great place for nostalgia, good food and beer!
There is one steam locomotive on display, Its a
Peckett 0-4-0 built in 1942 for the Ministry of Supply
and allocated to ROF Sellafield. Withdrawn in 1987
the loco moved to Carnforth before moving to Irlam
in 2020. It has been repainted in The CWS Irlam Soap
& Candle Works livery who had a similar locomotive.
The engine still carries UKAEA 4300/B/0001 & No
2027.

There is also a small selection of wagons that
worked on the private lines in the area
All Photos Michael Lynam
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Dedicated Swanage Railway volunteers are joining
organisations across the United Kingdom in a new
‘Love Your Railway’ campaign to raise awareness of the
important contribution that heritage railways make -
the work they do as well as how they have been affected
by the challenges of the coronavirus pandemic.

SpearheadedbytheNorthYorkshireMoorsRailway, ‘Love
Your Railway’ is a national six-week summer campaign
running between July 26th and September 5th.

The campaign aimsto shine a spotlight on the important
work that heritage railways do - with regards to
conservation, education and research - and highlight
howtheyhaveallbeenaffectedbytheCovid-19pandemic
in terms of reduced capacities and income.

SWANAGE RAILWAY GETS ON BOARD
NATIONAL 'LOVE YOUR RAILWAY" CAMPAIGN TO
RAISE AWARENESS OF HERITAGE LINES

The Swanage Railway is collaborating with the North
Yorkshire Moors Railway and more than 35 other well
known heritage railways, including the Bluebell Railway,
the Crich Tramway Village, the Severn Valley Railway
and the Snowdon Mountain Railway.

Over the coming weeks, the Swanage Railway’s
volunteer social media team will be sharing content
about the Dorset heritage line’s history, education,
volunteers, family, sustainability on Facebook (@
swanagerailway), Twitter (@swanrailway) andInstagram
(@swanagerailwayofficial).

Swanage Railway Trust chairman Gavin Johns said: “The
Swanage Railway is delighted to join this important
national campaign to raise awareness among the public

abouttheimportantcontributionthat
heritage railways make to tourism,
education and conservation as well
as the challenges they have faced
during the Covid-19 pandemic.

“I would like to say a big thank you to
our volunteer social media team for
all the work they do in promoting the
Swanage Railway and enabling the
public to gain a fascinating insight
into the varied work that goes into
running, maintaining and developing
a heritage line,” added Mr Johns
who is a volunteer signalman on the
Swanage Railway.

Swanage Railway Company
communications director and social
media team co-ordinator Nathan
Au said: “The #LoveYourRailway
campaignisanexcellentnewinitiative
by our friends at the North Yorkshire
Moors Railway.

Each heritage line has its own unique
charm and history to preserve and,
individually, we’ve each had our own
respective challenges to overcome
with the Covid-19 pandemic.

As we head into the summer, we are hoping for a busy
and prosperous season to help the Swanage Railway
recover so it makes perfect sense to collaborate with
fellow heritage railways to promote what we do - giving
the public a really good day out as well as undertaking
conservation, education and research.”

“Whether you’re at your local heritage railway or visiting
one further afield, you’ll have a wonderful day out and
enjoy different experiences wherever you go,” added
Nathan who is a volunteer driver on the Dorset heritage
line.

North Yorkshire Moors Railway general manager Chris
Price said: “We’re optimistic and excited about the
summer ahead but the last 12 months have been like no

other year, with lockdowns, reduced capacities due to
social distancing as well as staff and volunteers falling
victim to the virus.

There are more than 150 operational heritage railways,
running trains over nearly 600 miles of track, which
protect, conserve and bring to life part of the nation’s
rich cultural heritage - giving enjoyment and learning to
thousands of people every year.

We want to do all we can to raise awareness of every
heritage railway across the country and the challenges
thattheyface.Alltheparticipatingrailwayswillbeposting
theirownsocial contentacross the sixthemed weeks but
we also want to encourage the public to get involved by
sharing their favourite memories and inspiring imagery
from their visits using the hashtag #LoveYourRailway,”
added Chris Price.

The six themed weeks on the Swanage Railway’s social
media channels are heritage, education, volunteers,
family, sustainability and the future.

The Swanage Railway welcomes new volunteers and
anyone interested in finding out more should contact
Swanage Railway volunteer recruitment and retention
officer Jonathan Evans on 01929 408466 or email
iwanttovolunteer@swanagerailway.co.uk.

Photo: © Andrew PM Wright
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