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About the magazine 
 
Railtalk is the monthly  
magazine from Railtalk forums. 
Covering news and pictures, the 
magazine will also hold all the site 
and forum news . 

       Submissions 
Pictures and news can be entered 
through the forum, or by email us 
at entries@railtalk.net. Please give 
a description and your name and 
the date. 

        Front cover 
The winning picture in 
last months Virgin 
Trains competition. A 
Virgin Voyager class 
221 pictured here rounding the 
corner on the Dawlish sea wall 
heading for Plymouth  
Picture: Damon Cox 

Site/Forum 
 
For more information please 
contact any admin on Railtalk .  
 
Railtalk.net  

Railtalk magazine is published by 
Railtalk forums.  
 

© Railtalk  

When is it published 
Railtalk magazine is published, 
the Sunday closest to the end of 
each month.  

Railtalk magazine team 
Andy - Editor  
Robert K - Head of news 
James P - Head of freight news  

The 2nd place winner in the competition is this picture of the 07.24 Manchester Pic.- 
Bournemouth Virgin Train  service passing 170 303 at Brockenford Lane, Totton  30.10.06 
Picture: David Mead  

The 3rd place picture is this picture taken at 
Manchester Piccadilly of a Virgin Voyager 
class 221 stopped in platform 14. 
 Picture:  Shauna Lowe 
 
 
Congratulations to all who took part in the 
competition,  we have had some super 
entries and yes, the picture on the right is 
supposed to be at an angle, it was also a 
worthy winner to show just how good 
todays camera phones are. 
 
Look out for further themed picture 
competitions later in the year.  

We have a new forum banner  
To coincide with the launch of our new forum, we have a new banner.  
This was designed for us by Liam. We would like to thank him and also there 
will be new logos for the magazine coming soon.  

mailto:mailto:entries@railtalk.net
http://www.railtalk.net
http://www.railtalk.net/forums
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Welcome to issue 5 of Railtalk Magazine if 
there is anything you want to say or write for 
the next edition please let us know. 
Many thanks to all who have contributed this  
month. Remember any news, articles can be 
sent to the address on page 2. 
 
 
You can send us your email address so that 
we can email you as soon as a new issue is 
out. This means that you will never miss 
another issue ever again. Just contact an 
administrator or see the website for more 
information.  

'one' West Anglia  
ÖÕ ÌɀɯÈÙÌɯÖÍÛÌÕ ɯÓÖÖÒÌË ɯÈÛɯÍÖÙɯÛÏ ÌÐÙɯ
achievement in the Anglia and Great 
Eastern sections. However, sometimes 
Þ ÌɯÍÖÙÎÌÛɯÛÏ ÌɯÐÕ ÍÈÔ ÖÜ ÚɯȿÖÕ Ìɀɯ6 ÌÚÛɯ
Anglia section. 
 
ȿÖÕ ÌɀɯÏ ÈÝÌɯÉÌÌÕ ɯÊÖÕ ÛÐÕ Ü ÖÜ ÚÓàɯ
developing the class 317 units, with 
refurbishment, fitting of CCTV and 
+ " # ɯÚÊÙÌÌÕ ÚɯÖÕ ɯÛÏ ÌɯÐÕ ÛÌÙÐÖÙȭɯ" ÓÈÚÚɯƗƕƙɀÚɯ
are also being improved, as the users of 
particularly the Chingford line are not 
subject to the ex-Wagn grey white, 
graffiti stained, un -ÙÌÍÜ ÙÉÐÚÏ ÌË ɯȿÜ Õ ÐÛÚɀɯ
they had to endure under WAGN.  
 
Some, may of course have  
enjoyed these units and will be out 
over the next few months trying to have 
a last ride on them before they are  
refurbished.  

3 Ï ÌɯȿÖÕ ÌɀɯÓÐÝÌÙàɯÐÚɯÖÕ ÌɯÞ Ï ÐÊÏ ɯÐÚɯÈɯÔ ÈÛÛÌÙɯÖÍɯ
personal opinion. However steady 
ÐÔ × ÙÖÝÌÔ ÌÕ ÛɯÐÚɯÉÌÐÕ ÎɯÔ ÈË ÌɯÜ Õ Ë ÌÙɯÛÏ ÌɯȿÖÕ Ìɀɯ
franchise. 
 
All: Robert K  

http://www.railtalk.net/magazine/issue4.pdf
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Above: 158710 waiting in Edinburgh Waverly  
Below:  56302 on 4O90 Doncaster Railport - Grain TFT at Tamworth High Level on 4/1/2007 
Pictures:  John Day 
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Above: England is not the only country to have units replacing locos and stock, N. Ireland also have 
a wide range of units in operation. Unit number 3011 is pictured here is spectacular surroundings.  
Picture: Jason Bell 

37406 is seen leading 1Z38 accross the 
Balcombe viaduct - 20/01/2007.  
Picture: Jonathan Lewis  
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Above: 47847 drags the Tubular Belle tour into York on Saturday morning.  
Below: 45112 on the head of the tour on Saturday night after returning to York.  
Pictures: Class47  
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3ÙÈÕ Ú× ÌÕ Õ ÐÕ ÌɯƕƜƙɀÚɯ 
 
Not even a year after the first unit 
entered service, the class 185 train 
built by Siemens in Germany for 
Transpennine Express, all 51 of 
these three-carriage units are now 
in operation, and have replaced 
most of the current Class 158 fleet 
and all of the Class 175 fleet. The 
trains are members of the  excel-
lent Desiro family, of which elec-
tric variants are already serving 
in Britain as classes 350, 360, 444, 
and 450. 
 
The first train started operating 
on 14 March 2006 and the full roll 
out of all 51 was completed by 
December 2006. Two depots have 
been built in Manchester Ardwick 
and York Leeman Road to main-
tain the trains, along with a new 
fueling facility in Cleethorpes.  

But were soon covered up with 
vinyl, at Manchester Ardwick 
ÐÕÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÕÌÞ ɯɁ# àÕÈÔ ÐÊɯ+ ÐÕÌÚɂɯ
livery.  
 

 
Later units were  delivered  in   
× ÓÈÐÕɯÉÓÜÌɯɯÈÕË ɯÝÐÕàÓɀÚɯÈ× × ÓÐÌË ɯÈÛɯ
Manchester Ardwick.  
 
Above: . ÕÌɯÖÍɯÍÐÙÚÛɀÚɯÊÓÈÚÚɯƕƜƙɯÐÚɯ
pictured here sat in platform 5 at 
York  
 
Right: The inside the new class 
185 units. 
 
  
Below ȯɯ3 ÏÌɯÚÐË ÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯƕƜƙɀÚɯÞ ÐÛÏɯ
the logo and the dynamic lines. 
 
All: Elliot Waters  

As of December 2006, most of the 
Transpennine network will be 
class 185 operated, except the 
Manchester to Hull route, which 
ironically was the first line on 
which a 185 
carried fare 
paying pas-
sengers. 
The Hull 
line is cur-
rently    op-
erated by   
elderly 
class 158s, 
but will 
soon  be  
replaced 
with class 
170s, from 
South West Trains, as the 158s  
are withdrawn, and some are 
converted into class 159/1 for use 
with South West Trains.  
The class 185s were  delivered 
initially in the old Barbie livery,  
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Are We Ready? 
 
Since the announcement that London will be the 
host city for the 2012 Olympic Games, not much 
has changed at Stratford regarding the rail 
connection, except perhaps the axing of service 
East of Stratford on the North London Line.  
 
It is now 2007, therefore we have approximately 5 
years left to change a lot at  Stratford.  
 
" ÏÈÕÎÌÚɯÛÖɯȿÖÕÌɀȳɯ 
Will the Olympic Games bring new rolling stock 
and new services to transport to a wider variety of  
locations? 
 
Changes to London Underground? 
With 2 lines currently serving Stratford at regular 
intervals does this need to change? 
 
London Overground: Replaces the NLL Silverlink 
ÓÐÕÌɯÛÖɯÔ ÈÒÌɯÈɯȿÉÌÛÛÌÙɯÙÈÐÓÞ ÈàɯÍÖÙɯÈÓÓɀ 

 
Docklands Light Railway: With the current 1 
platform Docklands Light railway interchange at 
Stratford, there is room for much  
improvement for the upcoming 2012 games. 
 
We will see as time draws on as to changes 
occurring at this already large and busy North East 
London Interchange. 

Stratford and Beyond  

Facing the Facts: 
 
It is almost a month now since Silverlink services 
ceased operating between Stratford and North 
Woolwich.  
 
Silverlink trains Class 313 units now terminate at 
Stratford before heading back to Richmond.  
 

Many trains before the closure of the line would 
terminate at Stratford anyway.  
 
" ÓÈÚÚɯƗƕƗɯ$ , 4 ɀÚɯÞ ÌÙÌɯÕÖÛɯÛÏÌɯÔ ÖÚÛɯÞ ÌÓÊÖÔ ÌËɯ
source of traction on the line. 
 
The North London line is to go  
under TFL (Transport For London)  
 
At the end of the Silverlink franchise, new trains 
will be drafted in, along with many improvements  
 
The stretch currently closed will be developed as a 
Docklands Light railway line.  
 
The whole area covered by NLL / Ex-NLL will be 
Ô ÜÊÏɯÐÔ × ÙÖÝÌË ɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÊÜÚÛÖÔ ÌÙȱ ɯÜÕÓÌÚÚɯ× ÌÖ× ÓÌɯ
like to endure un -staffed overgrown  
under serviced, graffiti attacked, yob infested 
stations. 
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Arriva Rugby Special  
Arriva Trains Wales is once again offering rugby 
fans an opportunity to travel on board a special 
ɁÚÜ× × ÖÙÛÌÙÚɂɯÛÙÈÐÕɯÍÙÖÔ ɯ2ÖÜÛÏɯ6 ÈÓÌÚɯÛÖɯ$ Ë ÐÕÉÜÙÎÏɯ
on Friday 9 February 2007 for the Six Nations rugby 
international between Scotland and Wales, taking 
place the following Saturday. This train is likely to 
be class 67 hauled throughout and is run as a joint 
Arriva/Pathfinder venture. The service will depart 
Swansea and call at Neath, Port Talbot Parkway, 
Bridgend, Cardiff Central, Newport, Cwmbran, 
Pontypool & New Inn, Abergavenny, Shrewsbury 
and Crewe before continuing on to Edinburgh 
Waverley Station with the return service leaving 
Edinburgh Waverley on Monday 12 February 2007. 

Arriva launch new off -peak 
fares 
The new fares will start from as little as £4.90 for 
an off peak day return ticket between Cardiff 
and Swansea from Tuesday, 2 January 2007. At 
peak times the fare between Swansea and Cardiff 
has now reduced from £10.60 to £6.40. An adult off 
peak day return will be £4.90, which will represent 
a cheaper fare option than the current Swansea, 
Cardiff shuttle bus service.   Child fares start from 
£2.45 day return and normal railcard discounts 
will apply.   
Mike Bagshaw, commercial director, Arriva Trains 
6 ÈÓÌÚɯÚÈÐË ȯɯɁ6 ÌɯÍÌÌÓɯÐÛɯÐÚɯÐÔ × ÖÙÛÈÕÛɯÖÜÙɯÊÜÚÛÖÔ ÌÙÚɯ
should benefit from competitive pricing but at the 
same have the flexibility to use their ticket on all 
train operators services in the area ɬ particularly 
Þ ÏÌÕɯÛÙÈÝÌÓÓÐÕÎɯÏÖÔ ÌɯÈÍÛÌÙɯÈɯÉÜÚàɯË Èàȭɂɯɯ3 ÏÐÚɯ
means that Cardiff ɬ Swansea by FGW HST should 
be available and there are now up to 8 trains an 
hour between Cardiff and Newport.  

 c2c takes on Oyster 
 
c2c, part of the National Express Group and the 
most punctual commuter railway in the country 
is giving its customers something else to smile 
about.   From later this year Oyster pre-pay ɬ 
already available at c2c stations between 
Fenchurch Street and Upminster - will be 
extended to Dagenham Dock and Rainham.   
 
 ! ÜÛɯÊƖÊɀÚɯË ÌÛÌÙÔ ÐÕÈÛÐÖÕɯÛÖɯÐÔ × ÙÖÝÌɯÛÏÌɯÛÙÈÝÌÓɯ
experience for its customers does not stop 
there.   The company is already working with TfL 
to extend Oyster outside the London area and 
plans to have it available at Purfleet, Grays, 
Chafford Hundred and Ockendon by the summer 
of 2008.  

Better quality free Tea at 
Midland Mainline  
From 21 January 2007, Midland Mainline will 

be providing complimentary FAIRTRADE tea 

and coffee for all its customers.  

 The FAIRTRADE Mark is an independent 

consumer label which appears on products as 

an independent guarantee that disadvantaged 

producers in the developing world are getting 

a better deal.  

We believe people travelling with Midland 

Mainline should also get a great deal, so when 

you travel on our trains you will be served 

complimentary FAIRTRADE Tea and Coffee!  Above: A rare sight to see is a pair of HST power cars 
back to back 43076 + 061 are seen here at Derby. 
 Picture: Class47 
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EX Eastleigh Works  
$ ßɯ1 ÈÐÓÞ ÈàɯÞ ÖÙÒ ÚɯÜ ÚÌË ɯÛÖɯÚÛÖÙÌɯ3 ÙÈÐÕ ÚɯÛÏ ÈÛɯ3ÖÊɀÚɯË ÖÕ ɅÛɯÕ ÌÌË ɯ 

Top left: Aerial view of the storage yard, 
Stock inside varies from SWT 442s to FGW 
153s  
 
Top Right: Shot across the yard at a stored 
Arriva 158  
 
All: James Paice 

South West Trains Class 442 Storage  
Many of the class 442 EMUs have already started going into store in the Eastleigh Yard The 442s will 
remain here until another Toc takes them on. There are rumours Gatwick Express or Southern want 
them, meanwhile 73136 (below) has been hired by GBRF and is on hand to shunt the 442s into the 
yard if needed.  


