Issue 168

RQiHQIk MO@OZ]H@ September 2020

ISSN 1756 - 5030




Contact Us

Editor: Andy Patten
editor@railtalkmagazine.co.uk

Charter Scene
charter.scene@railtalkmagazine.co.uk

The Nosh Report
nosh.report@railtalkmagazine.co.uk

Content Submissions
entries@railtalk.net

Technical & Subscription Support
admin@railtalk.net

Content

Pg 2-Welcome

Pg 4 - Charter Scene

Pg 40 - Pictures

Pg 155 - News and Features
Pg 155 - Did you Know

Pg 167 - Different View

Pg 169 - Preserved/Industrial

Pg 186 - From the Archives

Submissions & Contributions

Railtalk Magazine, a magazine written by the
Enthusiast for the Enthusiast. So why not join
the team. We are always looking for talented
photographers and writers to join us at Railtalk.
Be it though pictorial submissions or via a
written article featuring an event or railtour,

we greatly appreciate any contributions to the

magazine however big or small.

Photographic Contributions

All Photographic contributions should to be sent
to us via email, post or via the members section
page on our website. Contact addresses are

provided above.

All images should be provided at a resolution of
at least 2400px x 1700px at 240dpi.

Welcome to

The summer sunshine seems to
have brought out quite a few of you
this month, with a bumper bundle
of photos being received. The LSL
Staycation Express seems to have
been very popular, and | am pleased
to see that quite a few preserved
lines have also started up before the
end of the summer season, thereby
generating some much needed
Income.

We start this month with some good
news for fans of the Class 91s (if there
are any) with the announcement that
Wabtechaswonacontracttooverhaul
seven 1C225 push-pull trainsets at
its Doncaster site. This comes after
operate LNER extended its lease
until summer 2023, with a possible
extension to summer 2024. The deal
includes 10 Class 91 locomotives,
with a further two expected to be
contracted to provide LNER with
five spare locos. The locomotives
will receive a G exam, comprising
an overhaul of the bogies including
gearboxes and wheelsets, cardan
shafts, compressors and traction
motors. A number of reliability
improvement modifications are
also planned. The MKIV coaches will
receive an OH1 exam including the
overhaul of bogies, couplers and
doors and an interior saloon and
vestibule exam.
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Fans of the HST will be loving the
news that Great Western Railway is
to procure three more shortened HST
sets, with each set comprises four
refurbished PRM TSI-compliant MkllI
trailer vehicles marshalled between
two diesel power cars.

GWR already has 11 of these ‘short
sets’, all of which have been heavily
rebuilt at Wabtec’s Doncaster plant,
where power doors are fitted. With
its fleet now increasing to 14, GWR
expectstousel2eachdayonservices
across the west of England. Currently
the fleet is deployed on the Cardiff -
Bristol - Penzance corridor, but the
company is still evaluating how the
additional sets will be used.

GWR is to lease 15 additional MKIII
vehicles and seven Class 43 power
cars from Angel Trains, but the
operator is also procuring vehicles
from other sources, including three
additional coaches already owned by
its parent First Rail Holdings, which
will be fully refurbished and made
available as standby vehicles. The
company has also bought another
five Mkl vehicles from Porterbrook
which will be used purely as a source
of spare parts for the Castle fleet.
These acquisitions mean that GWR'’s
short HST fleet now totals 63 coaches
and 35 power cars.

ssue

And the news that EMR is to retain
Liverpool - Nottingham services has
resulted in them looking for stock.
Currently, four-car Class 158 DMUs
typically operate between Liverpool
and Nottingham, continuing as a
single two-car set on the eastern
end to Norwich. As part of Abellio’s
franchise agreement, these trains
are in the process of being replaced
by more modern Class 170 DMUs, but
thiscascadedoesnotincludeenough
trains for the Nottingham - Liverpool
service. One option would see EMR
take on 15 Class 185 Desiro trainsets
which are due to be released by
TPE during 2021 as its fleet renewal
programme concludes. These trains
are maintained by Siemens at its
conveniently located Ardwick depot
in Manchester.

Thanks for all the photos sent in this
month, we really appreciate the time

taken to send them to us.

Until next month, stay safe.

Andy
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On August 12th, Merseyrail’s Class 508 110 stands at

Chester with its final working to Liverpool before being

withdrawn. Brian Battersby
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Class 60 059 passes Oakle Street as it works the 05:00

Robeston to Westerleigh loaded fuel working on August

8th. Anton Kendall
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With Thanks

Once again many thanks to

the many people who have
contributed, it really makes our task
of putting this magazine together

a joy when we see so many great
photos.

These issues wouldn’t be possible
without: Ken Abram,

Derek Aldcroft,

Michael J Alderdice, John Alsop,
Steve Andrews, Ray Anslow,
John Balaam,

Christopher Baldwin,

Geoff Barton, Brian Battersby,
Steven Beesley, Mike Bennett,
Sam Bilner, Tim Bott, Ben Bucki,
Keith Chapman,

Steve Chapman, Julian Churchill,
Nick Clemson,

John Coleman, Keith Davies,

On July 30th, Class 66 094 passes through Dawlish Warren with a rake
of china clay tanks, heading to Exeter Riverside.

Steve Donald, Robert Duff,
Eddie Emmott, Derek Elston,
Mark Enderby, Dave Felton,
Greig Gibson, Paul Godding,
Carl Grocott,

Richard Hargreaves,

Dave Harris, Jim Haywood,

Brian Hewertson, Paul Hewertson,

Stuart Hillis, Anton Kendall,

Keith Hookham,

David Hollowood, Derek Hopkins,
Jasmine Ingham, Colin Irwin,

Jon Jebb, Richard Jones,

Colin Kennington, David Lindsell,
Ken Livermore,

Barry Longson, Michael Lovatt,
Michael Lynam, Kevin McCormick,
Jonathan McGurk,

Phil Martin,

Dave Mather, David Mead,

Chris Morrison, Ken Mumford,

Alan Naylor, Gerald Nicholl,
Jeff Nicholls,

Stuart Parkes,

Andy Parkinson, Dave Peel,
Mark Pichowicz, Colin Pidgeon,
David Pratt, Neil Pugh,

Tim Richardson, Alan Righby,
Charlie Robbins, Bryan Roberts,
Neil Scarlett,

Stephen Simpson,

Alan Sinclair, Gary Smith,
Stewart Smith, Lee Stanford,
Steve Stepney, John Stubbington,
Simon Thomas,

Steve Thompson, Brian Turner,
Allison Twycross.

Tim Ward, Andrew Wilson,
David Wood, Leuan Wood,
Shep Woolley and the guys at
RailUK.
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Avanti West

Coast

Class 390 042 (wearing a face mask to reinforce
safe travel )slows for the Crewe stop on August
7th working the 15:07 Euston to Liverpool
service.
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Avanti West Coast’s Pendolino train wrapped in progressive pride flag launches on West Coast
Main Line, celebrating the diversity of the communities it serves.

Avanti West Coast launched the UK’s first fully wrapped
Pride train entirely staffed by a LGBTQ+ crew for its first
official service on Tuesday 25 August. After Covid-19
forcedthecancellationofPrideeventsacrossthecountry,
which Avanti West Coast had planned to support, the
intercity rail operator has completely wrapped one of its
iconic Pendolinos with the progressive Pride flag.

The train operator has adopted the most recentiteration
of the Pride flag which sees the addition of the colours
black,brown, lightblue, pinkand whiteto bring people of
colour, transgender people and those living with or who
have been lost to HIV/AIDS to the forefront highlighting
AvantiWest Coast’s progressive commitmentto diversity
and inclusion. Billed as the biggest Pride flag the UK has
seen on the side of a train, the 11-carriage, 265 metre-
long train was waved off by Avanti West Coast staff and
members of the LGBTQ+ community at London Euston

and was welcomed in at Manchester Piccadilly station.
The service was staffed by a LGBTQ+ crew as a one-off
for the launch of the Pride Train.

With a strong focus on LGBTQ+ education, the train will
be filled with literature, stories and colourful posters
and will feature Pride related information and fun facts
during the onboard announcements.

As the livery will become a permanent part of Avanti
West Coast’s full fleet, the LGBTQ+ community will also
have the opportunity to name the train. A competition
will be launched calling for entries to be submitted viaiits
website with the winning name announced in October.

Train Manager, Paul Austin, said: “This is about being
accepted for who I am and representing the LGBTQ+
community we serve across our network.

Being a part of the UK’s first all LGBTQ+ crew is a sign of
the steps we’re taking towards a more inclusive, diverse
and equal society and | am so proud to be involved
today.”

Discussing how Pride means more for the
diversity and inclusion of people up and down
the West Coast Main Line, Avanti West Coast
Executive Director - Commercial, Sarah Copley
said: “I’'m delighted to be launching our new
Avanti West Coast Pride Train which represents
everyoneinthe LGBTQ+community.Itisasymbol
of our commitment to diversity and inclusion as
it travels up and down the West Coast Main Line.
We Live Proud 365 days a year, not just today.”

“I am so proud to be a part of a business where
our people represent the communities we

serve. We are always listening to them and customers to
ensure our diversity and inclusion strategy is relevant.
Our new train livery is a powerful example of keeping
the conversation going”.
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Avanti West

Coast

Class 390 103 passes Balshaw Lane Jct. on
August 20th with a London Euston service.

West Coast Partnership welcomes aspirations for rail’s role in the North West

Senior figures in the North of England and rail industry
havechampionedtheimportanceofpartnershipworking
as well as transport’s role at the heart of growth and
recovery across the North. At a virtual roundtable event,
hosted by West Coast Partnership (WCP), which operates
Avanti West Coast services that connect North West
England to the capital and Scotland, it was discussed
howrailinvestmentshouldbeusedtogenerateimproved
connectivity and economic growth. Collaboration and
integration of transformative projects were key themes
asrail’srolein helping the UK’s recovery from the effects
of the COVID-19 pandemic was also discussed.

Titled Growth and Connectivity in the North West, the
event brought together Andy Burnham, Mayor of Greater
Manchester; Steve Rotheram, Mayor of Liverpool city
Region; Transport for the North’s Strategic Rail Director,
David Hoggarth; and Caroline Donaldson, Managing
Director of West Coast Partnership Development (WCPD)
- the team working with the Department for Transport
and HS2 Ltd to design and develop high speed services
on HS2 infrastructure. The panel were joined by a virtual
audience of 200 leaders and key stakeholders from
Cheshire, Cumbria, Lancashire,

Liverpool and Manchester and the rail industry. Two key
guiding principles for rail investment in the North were
identified - place and ambition - thinking differently
about how rail investment can build greener and more
vibrant communities, unlocking growth and improving
air quality.

Chaired by Avanti West Coast’s Executive Director of
Customer Experience, Natasha Grice, the event was
held together with pro-Manchester and Professional
Liverpool, demonstrating the WCP’s commitment to
partnership working, with collaboration through greater
engagementwithgovernment,authorities,communities
and industry across the UK. It follows the Department
for Transport’s announcement last month of the
establishment of a new Northern Transport Acceleration
Council dedicated to speed up vital infrastructure
projects and better connecting communities across the
North’s towns and cities.

Andy Burnham, Mayor of Greater Manchester said:
“We’re at a critical moment now. If we are going to put
in place theright rail investment in the North of England
to change its fortunes as an economic entity in the 21st

Century,twothingsarerequiredto guiderailinvestment.
A sense of place - building places rather than just
projects. A sense of ambition. This is critical to us. We
want ambition to be at the heart of it all.”

He continued: “We’ve gotto makesurethattransportisat
theheartofrecoveryinourcities.ltalsoneedstobelinked
to the clean air agenda, where we’re bringing through
zero emissions vehicles. So, we’re simultaneously rising
to the clean air challenge, as well as improving public
transport.”

He added: “I’'m very interested in what West Coast
Partnership is doing and | think it’s the right way for the
industry to be moving, away from the silo approach and
the fragmented approach.”

Steve Rotheram, Mayor of Liverpool City Region, said:
“Everything is predicated by the reality that COVID-19
will be with us for some considerable time. It doesn’t
mean that we can’t look at strategic issues; we have to
put important things like the Northern Powerhouse Rail
and HS2 back on the national agenda for when we come
out the other end.”

David Hoggarth, Strategic Rail Director at Transport
for the North, said: “Alongside our partners we have
developed a strategy for how we can grow our region.
HS2, Northern Powerhouse Rail, and wider investment
are of course crucial for us, but the current pandemic
has reinforced the urgency with which we need to see
investment coming forward.”

Speaking at the roundtable event, Caroline Donaldson,
Managing Director of West Coast Partnership
Development, told the panel and audience: “It has been
really exciting to see in the last few years the joining
up of stakeholders across the North with a vision for
achievement of economic growth and transport. We’re
very conscious of the need to work with Northern
Transport Acceleration Council to make sure that what
we are doing is properly integrated, so that we get
the combined benefit of HS2, Northern Powerhouse
and other schemes. We recognise we’re only part of
the solution and we are very much looking forward to
working with you to achieve those very ambitious, but
quite rightly, realistic aims.”
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Freightliner

Class 66537 approachesthesiteofthe
former Roade Station with the 4M58
09:25 Southampton M.C.T. to Garston
F.L.T. on August 11th.

G&W UK companies invest in 73 new lifting and handling machines across UK container terminals.

Freightliner and Pentalver, subsidiaries of Genesee &
WyomingInc. (G&W),have made asignificantinvestment
in75new liftingand handlingmachinestobedeployed at
their container terminals throughout the UK. The initial
batch of equipment was recently delivered, with the
additional 40 machines to follow in the coming months.

Thenewmachinesinclude Hysterreachstackers, Terberg
terminal tractors, and Hyster empty container handlers
and arepartoftheBig TrucksproductofferingfromBriggs
Equipment (Briggs),which feature some of the latest
technology, innovations and safety enhancements.

In partnering with Briggs and Hyster, the new machines

lead the way in telematics, providing live feedback on
the machine’s health, together with key operational data
relating to lifts, fuel usage and non-productive running.
The Tier 4 engines produce lower emissions and when
combined with auto shut-down technology, further
endorse G&W UK’s commitment to a carbon neutral
future.

With the employee central to the operation, cab
ergonomics are an essential component to a safe

and efficient working environment, and the new
equipment provides adjustable sliding units with full
air suspension, creating maximum comfort. The in-cab
360-degree camera system and on-screen

telematics displays, puts the driver’s safety and comfort
first.

“We pride ourselves on providing a best in class service
to our customers and a safe working environment for
our employees, and investing in these latest technically-
advanced machines will support us in enhancing that
service further across our three core platforms of Rail,
Road and Terminals,” said Chris Lawrenson, Managing
Director of Terminals for G&W’s UK/Europe region
companies. “Our focus on the customer experience, with
substantial investments in cutting-edge technology,
facilities and rolling stock will help cement our future as
the transport and logistics provider of choice in the UK.”

Mike Parkin, Briggs Equipment’s Head of Ports, Terminals
and Big Trucks commented: “We are delighted to
announce this latest contract renewal with G&W UK.

This renewal highlights our capability for forming and
maintaining positive long-term relationships with our
customers. The importance of the work carried out at
Freightliner and Pentalver locations is far-reaching, with
many businesses and industries dependent on a swift
and flawless operation. These customers need to know
that their goods will be transported safely and on time.”
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Class 66 729 with an Arcow - Pendleton working
passes Blea Moor on August 26th.
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GB Railfreight and Drax Extend Rail Contract to Transport Biomass Until 2023

GB Railfreight (GBRf) and Drax have agreed to extend
their contract to transport supplies of sustainable

biomass from UK ports to Drax Power Station in North
Yorkshire until 2025.

Teams at GBRf have worked closely with Drax for the
past decade to maintain the supplies of sustainable
biomass needed for the UK’s largest power station to
continue generating the flexible and reliable renewable
power for millions of UK homes and businesses. This
deal is critical to Drax’s global biomass supply chain
and another step on its journey to negative emissions.

Drax supplies 11% of the UK’s renewable electricity.
Using sustainable biomassinstead of coal at Drax Power
Station has reduced emissions by more than 80% and
helped the UK power system decarbonise faster than
any other country in Europe.

Under the terms of the contract, GBRf will run all of Drax
tonnage from the Ports of Tyne and Liverpool to Drax
Power Station.

The partnership between GBRf and Drax dates back to
2010 when GBRf began moving biomass by rail from
the Port of Tyne. Originally, GBRf used wagons that had
been converted from coal hoppers by adding lids and
these remain in use under the new contract. As Drax
converted more of its coal units at the power station
to sustainable biomass, Drax invested in new purpose-
builtbiomasswagonsthatarelargerandtherefore more
efficient at carrying the pellets.

In the past year, the longstanding relationship between
Drax and GBRf has helped overcome challenges such as
the local floods in February to the Drax branch line and
then the Covid-19 crisis, ensuring continuous flows of
biomass that helped keep the power station running

and the lights on in Britain.

John Smith, Managing Director of GB Railfreight, said:
“lam delighted tobe continuing GB Railfreight’songoing
partnership with Drax. We will continue to deliver vital
supplies of sustainable biomass for a further five years,
ensuring power is generated in a clean and sustainable
way as well as reducing the UK’s carbon emissions.

“The announcement also comes at a time of great
economic uncertainty for our country. We at GBRf
remain committed to getting the UK economy back on
track and having worked with Drax over the last few
months during testing times | know we will continue
to work closely in the months and years to come as we
emerge from the COVID-19 crisis.”

Mike Maudsley, UK Portfolio Generation Director at Drax
said: “GBRf’sraildeliveriesareacritical partofourglobal
supply chain for sustainable biomass that supports
thousands of jobs and has delivered economic growth
across the north of England, while supplying renewable
electricity to millions of homes and businesses.

“We’re very pleased to extend our existing contract with
GBRf for another five years and we’re looking forward
to continuing to work with the team.”
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Class 90 029 leads the 5790 13:09
Wembley InterCity Depot to Crewe
C.S. Grand Cenral ECS move with

90 026 on the rear as they pass Barby
Nortoft on August 27th.
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Grand Central’s planned Blackpool to London route falls victim to COVID-19

Grand Central will not launch its planned North West
route train service between Blackpool and London after
COVID-19 rendered plans ‘unfeasible’.

Company executives at Grand Central and parent
company Arriva said following months of exploring all
options to launch the proposed expansion of services
to the North West route as planned, it is not now viable
due to the economic uncertainty and changed travel
patterns caused by COVID-19.

Employees who may be affected by the decision have
been advised of the potential risk to jobs, and suppliers
and stakeholders are being briefed.

Richard McClean, Manging Director of Grand Central,
said: “So much effort has been put into these exciting
planstolaunchservicesbetweenLondonandBlackpool,
thatitis heart-breakingto haveto abandon them at this
point but the pandemic and its effect on our expansion
plans have just proved too big an obstacle.

“Because Grand Central operates under an Open Access
business model, we receive no external financial help
and we rely completely on what we generate in ticket
sales. Despite months of work to adjust our costs, and
monitor travel behaviour for signs of change it became
more obvious to us that to invest in what is essentially
a start-up enterprise in this climate was simply not

feasible and therefore we reluctantly reached the very
tough decision to cease the project permanently.

“We will now concentrate on rebuilding our two existing
routes, which returned to service earlier this summer,
following lockdown.

The expansion of Grand Central’s services to the North
WestRoutewouldhavelinkedcommunitiesinBlackpool,
Preston,Nuneatonand Milton KeynesdirectlytoLondon
Euston, The project had seen Grand Central establish
offices in Blackpool and take on extra staff, including
drivers. A period of consultation has begun between
affected employees, rail unions and

Grand Central executives.

Mr McClean added: “We have explored every possibility
to continue with plans to start the North West route and
protect these jobs. The people we took on have shown
incredible patience and professionalism during what
has been a period of great uncertainty. They have been
at the forefront of our motivation to continue with the
route and deliver services to new customers.

The greatsupportwe have alsoreceived from Blackpool
and the other communities along the route has been a
massive inspiration for us to find a solution. | want to
thank you all so much.”
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Merchant Navy Class No. 35018
storms past Selside on August 4th.

Do not smoke on trains message
from Greater Anglia

Greater Anglia is reminding rail passengers not to smoke
on trains following a number of incidents which have
inconvenienced customers and caused costly delays.

In the last eight months, there have been eight incidents
across the network where people have been caught
smoking or vaping in train toilets.

Thesehave ledto atotalof morethan 100 minutes ofdelays
and five cancellations, as staff deal with the incidents,
costing Greater Anglia about £20,000 and causing great
inconvenience to customers.

Smokingorvapingis not allowed on Greater Anglia’s trains
or stations. Anyone caught smoking or vaping could be
prosecuted and fined up to £200.

Jay Thompson, Greater Anglia train service delivery
director,said: “It’'sverydisappointingthatsomepassengers
are smoking in our train toilets. This anti-social behaviour
leads to delays which affect everyone else travelling on our
trains, who may be travelling to work, school, for hospital

appointmentsortomeetfamilyandfriends.Itisagainstthe
lawto smokeonourtrainsandstations. Wewill not hesitate
to take action, such as ejecting them from our trains or
stations, or reporting them to the British Transport Police
if we catch anyone doing it. I'd appeal to any passenger
who suspects someone is smoking or vaping on their train
or at a station to report it to the British Transport Police by
texting 61016.”

Greater Anglia has “No smoking” signs displayed on trains
and stations. There are also announcements on trains and
stations reminding passengers that smoking and vapingis
not permitted.

Trainsandstationsarecoveredbynosmokinglawsbanning
smoking and vaping in enclosed public spaces across the
country.

Fares Advice with raituk

This month more questions and answers on the
complex ticketing system of Britain’s Railways.

Travelling on Crosscountry?

Q: Just what the rules regarding reservations on XC?
| may need to make a short journey from Reading to
Oxford, am | really expected to reserve a seat for a 20
minute journey? Is there no option to stand?

A: XC strongly encourage passengers to obtain
reservations, but despite what the timetable data
claims, they are not compulsory and you aren’t going to
be point-blank denied boarding for not having one (as
LNER purportto be doing). In the exceptionally unlikely
event that the train were to be overcrowded, beyond its
“socially distanced” capacity, you could theoretically
be denied boarding if you don’t have a reservation. But
this is almost never going to happen between Reading
and Oxford atthe currenttime. Standing is notfavoured
at the moment because it makes it harder to ensure
social distancing, and there is no way to pass through
the train past other standing passengers at a “safe”
distance except in the vestibule. Although of course XC
have made the change inthe timetable data feed to say
reservations mandatory so no accredited TIS should
be retailing tickets without a reservation. A ticket from
Reading to Oxford is of course valid with any operator,
so in this case it should be perfectly easy to buy a
ticket without a reservation; you can’t reserve on the
387-operated all station GWR stoppers from Reading
to Didcot, nor on the connecting Turbo to Oxford.

The Cross Country reservations system really is a load
of nonsense. Take for example - there are “no fares
available” for Derby-Leeds between 07:45 and 17:45
according to popular websites, despite there being
an hourly direct train. This is presumably because all
the Cross Country trains have reached their artificial
socially-distanced capacity.

However, | am willing to bet:

The TVM at Derby station will sell a Derby-Leeds offpeak
return

There will not be bouncers at every door of every Cross
Country train enforcing the reservations-only policy,
meaning anyone with a SVR will be able to board the
trains

There will be unoccupied seats on each train, even if

they are notquite associally distanced as Cross Country
might want (most likely some folks with reservations
won’t travel and there won’t be any issue)

If someone boards at Derby and in the unlikely event a
ticket check takes place, the worst that could happen
is someone without a reservation could be turfed off at
Sheffield or Wakefield and continue on with Northern

Indeed, so much am | sure about this | am going to
Leeds on Cross Country, on a train for which there are
supposedly no fares available.

How the heck will customers ever be encouraged back
to the railway, when the railway booking systems seem
to suggest there are no seats available on flows such
as Derby - Leeds?

The problem is one of incentives. Under the current
Emergency Measures Agreements, XC have no incentive
toputthemselvesatriskofbadPRorotherconsequences
if they’re deemed to be ‘careless’ by allowing what’s
actually a sensible number of passengers onboard. The
DfT is not going to start a massive argument with the
unions by telling TOCs to stop taking pointless social
distancing measures. The passenger and taxpayer is
caught in the crossfire.

A member of my family needed to travel from Totnes to
Bristol TM (virtually all direct trains are XC) returning
tomorrow. Conditioned, asso many are now, to booking
on-line, he was perplexedthatnowebsite wouldsell him
a ticket, presumably due to the absurdly low number of
“counted places” apparently being sold out on EVERY
train in either direction on both days. Having read
this forum, | advised him to buy a ticket at the station
(from a TVM, just in case the booking office chose to
be obstructive), board the train, find a seat, and keep
a low profile. As you correctly predicted, there was no
problem boarding whatsoever, abundant seats and
not even a ticket check. Total Farce!

Ticket Advice for All

Advice on rail ticketing is available on railforums.
co.uk in the ‘Fares, Tickets & Routeing’ section. We
believethisto bethebestsource of UKrailfares advice
available anywhere, as we have a team of people who
are familiar with the complex rail fares system who
can help you. Never pay over the odds again, and ask
us if you need help! See you there!
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The two Europhoenix Class 91s along
with LNER’s ‘BoB’ Class 91 are just a
few of the many items of rolling stock
seen outside Doncaster Works on
August 16th.

More people and new equipment at Greater Anglia to make trains squeaky clean

Greater Anglia is recruiting 28 more cleaning staff and
buying new powerful vacuum cleaners which clean the
airaswell asfloors and seats, as the company continues
to step up cleaning to make trains as safe as possible
during the pandemic. The new staff, who are currently
being recruited, will be based at depots and stations
across the network including Cambridge, Norwich,
London Liverpool Street, Colchester, Southend, Ilford
and OrientWay, Stratford. Existing cleanershave already
started using new cordless backpack vacuum cleaners,
which enable them to nip onto trains between journeys
and give floors and upholstery a thorough clean.

The new vacuum cleaners are very manoeuvrable so
that cleaners can easily reach under seats, tables and

luggage racks. Pacvac Velo cordless backpack vacuum
cleanersarepartofanarsenalofnewcleaningequipment
that Greater Anglia is using in the fight against Covid.
The company is cleaning every single carriage with
foggingguns,whichdisinfectallsurfacesincludingseats,
arm rests, grab handles and windows. To double check
that everything is squeaky clean, the company is also
buying testing equipment to carry out random hygiene
tests on trains which quickly detect if surfaces have
been cleaned effectively. This will enable the cleaning
team to make sure that cleaning regimes are working
and alter them if tests show they are not effective.

Greater Anglia is also undertaking extra cleaning at its
stations, where the fogging guns also come in handy for

larger indoor areas such as waiting rooms.

Martin Moran, Greater Anglia commercial, customer
service and train presentation director, said: “We’re
working hard to make sure that all of our trains and
stations are squeaky clean, so that customers feel safe
travelling with us. We’ve researched what’s the best
possible equipment for us and we’re confident that all
of it - the Pacvacs, fogging guns, testing equipment and
of course extra cleaners will help us to keep our trains
clean and disinfected. We would ask customers to help
us by taking their litter with them or putting it in the
bin, so that our cleaners can spend more time cleaning
than litter picking.”

Pacvac’sexecutivedirectorDonnaRothwellcommended
Greater Anglia on their high-level cleaning initiative in
these unprecedented times: “Velo features four stages
of filtration, including a HEPA filter, so not only are
Greater Anglia cleaning their trains, but they’re also
cleaning the air for their passengers. The company is
lowering the risk of exposure for their cleaning staff too,
with increased productivity using our cordless battery
backpack machines, which is incredibly responsible in
the current climate.”

Stepped up cleaning is part of Greater Anglia’s Safer
Travel Pledge, which includes measures to make social
distancing easier on stations and trains, as well as
encouraging people to spend less time at stations by
buying online.
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On July 31st, Great Western’s Class
143 617 and 150 221 head towards
Dawlish with a service to Exmouth.

Passengers to benefit from a £40 million investment

in Stevenage train station.

Rail passengers now have more frequent and reliable
services aswell as better long-distance connections thanks
to a new £40 million platform and track at Stevenage
station, Rail Minister Chris Heaton-Harris announced on
Monday, 3 August. Construction work on the project has
been accelerated and delivered more than a year ahead of
therevisedschedule.Onavisittothestationwhereplatform
5 was officially opened to the first weekday services, the
Rail Minister hailed the completion of the project as an
important milestone in the wider £1.2 billion upgrade of
the East Coast Main Line between London and Edinburgh.

Work beganin early 2019 to build a dedicated fifth platform
where Govia Thameslink Railway (GTR)’s Great Northern
trains from the Hertford North line, known as the Hertford
Loop, could terminate and then go back towards London
creating space on the existing tracks for Thameslink trains
and restoring the train service between Stevenage and the
Hertford Loop served by buses since May 20109.

With the new platform and track separating the local
Hertford Loop services from the longer distance mainline
Great Northern, Thameslink and London North Eastern
Railway trains, there will be better reliability.

The restored train service running between Stevenage’s
new platformandtheHertford Loop willbeanimproved all-
day, twice-hourly service between Stevenage and Hertford
North, giving passengers from the loop better connections
with the fast mainline services which stop at Stevenage.
Network Rail worked with GTR to accelerate the revised
project which has been delivered over 12 months earlier
than planned. The new platform includes a passenger lift
and stairs to an extended station footbridge along with 2
waiting rooms, 3 sets of seating, a help point and ticket
machine.

Rail Minister Chris Heaton-Harris said: “Our ambition is not
justto deliver more punctual journeys, but to deliver major
projects punctually as well. This new platform and track at
Stevenage will mean more frequent and reliable services
for passengers who use the line day in day out. Thanks to
the hard work of Network Rail and GTR who have worked
tirelessly to accelerate the project, we have reached an
important milestone in our ambitious £1.2 billion East
Coast upgrade, which will bring improved connections,
faster journeys, thousands of extra seats per day and more
choice for passengers.”

Paul Rutter, Network Rail Route Director, said:“This vital
project to build a bay platform at Stevenage is part of a
programmeofinvestmentthatwillallowadditionalservices
to run on the East Coast Main Line, bringing more choice,
more seats and a more reliable railway for passengers. It
will also bring more resilient local services on the Hertford
Loop, as trains will soon be able to terminate at Stevenage
and then go back towards London. We would like to thank
passengers who have needed to use bus replacement
services between Stevenage and Watton-at-Stone, station
users and people who live near the railway for their
continued patience whilst this essential part of the East
Coast upgrade was completed.”

Steve White, GTR Chief Operating Officer, said: “The most
recent independent customer satisfaction survey showed
Great Northern as the most improved operator. This is
more good news for our customers. We have worked
closely with Network Rail on this important project as
part of the continuing transformation of our railway. This
new, additional, platform will help us run services more
punctually on both the Great Northern metro and mainline
services. The new platform also means that we can start
running our Hertford services to and from Stevenage again,
giving our customers from that area fast, convenient, step-
free connections at the station to Cambridge, London,
Gatwick and Brighton.”

The government’s £1.2 billion investment in the East Coast
upgrade between 2014 and 2024 will improve passenger
journeys, create capacity for up to 10,000 extra seats a day
on long-distance services, speed up journeys and improve
reliability for passengers.

Major work is also taking place at King’s Cross and near
Peterborough, where a new section of railway is being
built at Werrington so trains, particularly freight, can get
to and from the line to Spalding, freeing up space on the
East Coast Main Line for extra passenger services.

The East Coast Main Lineis also set to become Britain’s first
mainlinedigitalraillinkwith £350 million of newinvestment
to install state-of-the-art electronic signalling designed to
cut journey times and slash delays.

Conventional signalling will be replaced with a digital
system that allows trains to talk to the track allowing the
smooth flow of trains, making journeys safer and reduces
signal failures that every year result in thousands of hours
of delays.



Second footbridge will be ‘real
bonus’ for St Albans Thameslink
commuters

Thameslink  has  welcomed the
announcement by the Secretary of State
for Transport of a £6.4m scheme to build
a second footbridge at St Albans City
station, to help passengers get on and
off the platforms more easily.

Work is due to start early 2021 and be
complete by January 2022.

St Albans City is Thameslink’s busiest
station north of London with more than
7.5 million people passing through its
gates in the 12 months to April 2019 - a
2.6% rise on the year before, attributed
to the extra services and longer trains
Thameslink has introduced.

Thameslink Customer Services Director
Jenny Saunders said: “Our services
have become increasingly popular as
we’ve brought in new, longer trains
and additional services. To give our
passengers a better experience on their
daily commute or trip to London, we are
already extending and upgrading the
station with new retail stores, improved
toilets, additional cycle facilities with
increased security and a wider entrance

to help passenger flows through the
Ridgmont Road entrance. This second
footbridge will be an added, real bonus
for commuters, saving them time
queuing to get on and off the platforms,
in particular the central island platform,
which becomes very crowded in normal
times. We look forward to working
closely with Network Rail to develop the
scheme.”

Stephen Hind, Head of Business
Development for Network Rail, said: “We
welcome the announcement of funding
to build a new footbridge at St Albans
City Station. The footbridge will bring
significant benefits for passengers. [t will
reduce crowding in the station at peak
times and make it easier for rail users
to move around the station and access
the platforms. We are looking forward
to starting work on site early next year
when work has also been completed to
improve passenger facilities.”

Volunteers

Salhouse

Salhouse station, Norfolk, is “alive with birds,
beesandbutterflies”thankstothededicationof
volunteers who planted wildflowers there this
year. Chris and Sally Dady, who have ‘adopted’
the station and have built their own eco-home
onthesiteoftheformerstation master’shouse,
have spent many years restoring the gardens
there and started to tend to the planters on the
platforms several years ago. In the Spring they
received wildflower seeds from train operator
Greater Anglia, as part of the company’s aim to
increase biodiversity atits rail stations through
wildlife-friendly projects working with its team
of adopters and Community Rail Partnerships
across its network.

Sally Dady commented: “Some work had
been done at the station earlier this year
and left some bare areas of earth, which we
thought would suit some wildflower planting
and we were really pleased with the result,
which looked lovely and has further helped
to support the wildlife we already have here.
We even installed a pump in the old well in the
garden to help keep the flowers watered and
as a result the platform and our adjacent

National

Rail

On September 5th, Class 90 002
speeds through Acton Bridge on a
charter from Liverpool to Cardiff.

work with Greater Anglia to turn
rail station into wildlife haven

garden has been alive with birds, bees,
butterflies, hoverflies, ladybirds, moths and all
sorts of other insects who have come to enjoy
the flowers.”

Greater Anglia’s Customer and Community
Engagement Manager, Alan Neville, said:
“Thanks to the care and attention of our team
of station adopters, we have thousands upon
thousands of plants thriving at our rail stations
which helps not only to make them more
welcoming,butarebenefitingtheenvironment
too. Many ofthese gardenshave been designed
to be wildlife friendly, enhancing biodiversity
and providing food, shelter and breeding
places for many different types of wildlife.
Some of them - like Salhouse - are becoming
really magical places as a result, helping
to support wildlife and benefiting their
communities by helping to improve the local
environment and existing more harmoniously
with their rural surroundings. We are very
gratefulto Chris and Sally forthe amazing work
they’ve done. This is all helping the railway
in East Anglia to lead the green revolution by
being a much greener way to travel - and our

new fleet of trains will contribute even more
thanks to their more environmentally friendly
features which reduce CO2 and particulate
emissions in the region further still.”

Together, the train operator’s team of station
adopters — who help to look after their rail
stations for the benefit of their communities
— are planting and caring for gardens at rail
stations across the network which will provide
habitats for local wildlife as well as making the
stations more welcoming.

In total over 5700 square metres of gardens
have been tended to this year - the equivalent
of 29 tennis courts. In addition, the volunteers
planted over 200 planters for platforms
at stations across Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex,
Cambridgeshire and Hertfordshire this year.
The gardens, some of which have been
developed over many years, are becoming
havens for local wildlife populations - with
the railway increasingly being recognised by
ecologists as a ‘green corridor’ which provides
a sanctuary for many different kinds of flora
and fauna.
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Class 66 777 is seen delivering a South
Eastern EMU into Doncaster works on
August 16th.

Network Rail brings new start for old railway
depot in Kent

Demolition workisunderway at adisused railway works
in Kent to make room for a new train maintenance
facility.

The old Chart Leacon depot in Ashford closed in 2014
and has lain empty since then. Now Network Rail
contractors Balfour Beatty are taking it down in order
to make room for five new railway sidings, where trains
can be stored and undergo light maintenance.

This will also allow for the direct creation of 50 new jobs
in the town alongside numerous other indirect jobs
associated with activities on the site.

Network Rail Southern Region’s investment director
Paul Harwood said: “Although it may seem strange to
be talking about improving the capacity of the railway
during COVID, we know the passenger numbers will
grow again and this is a great opportunity for us to build
for the future.

“Before COVID we were running more trains than ever
before and one of the aspects we are really short of in
Kent and South East London is places to keep them and
look afterthemwhenthey’renotrunning. By purchasing
the whole site at Chart Leacon, as well as building five
new sidings, we’re not only helping run a more reliable
railway for today, but safeguarding the site for future

railway use.”

Along with the sidings to store trains, Network Rail is
also building offices and other facilities for staff.

Former employees at the site, which opened in 1961
when electric trains began running to Ashford, were
given exclusive tours of the depot before the work got
started.

Marion King, a former project account at the site, said:
“I came as a data inputter for two weeks and stayed for
18 years. You felt part of a family here.

“When | saw a letter saying they were going to demolish
this | put a note on the Facebook page for former staff
here and asked if anyone could help us look round, and
here we are. Thank you to Balfours and Network Rail
for letting us do this!

“I’m sad it’s being demolished but I’'m pleased it’s still
going to be in the railway.”

Among the other visitors on Tuesday was 95-year-old
Jim Skinner, who started on the site in 1961 in the very
first intake of staff. He got to sit in his old office for one
last time.


http://www.locofleetshop.co.uk

World leading imagery survey set to improve passenger journeys

This summer a new innovative way of inspecting the
railway using high-quality imagery has begun across
west London, the Thames Valley, the west and south
west as part of plans to reduce delays for passengers
and improve safety for staff

Network Rail has teamed up with Fugro, a leading Geo-
data specialist, following their success on the Wales
route in 2019, who will capture high quality images
of thousands of track miles to millimetre accuracy for
analysis.

The trial is being funded with a £394,000 grant from the
Department for Transport through the First of a Kind
2020 (FOAK2020) rail industry innovation programme,
which is managed by Innovate UK.

Theadvancedimagery measuresabsolutetrackposition,
trackgeometryandthewiderrailcorridorandwillenable
any faults on the railway to be detected sooner and
before they potentially lead to delays for passengers.

It will also improve safety as it will reduce the amount of
time railway engineers need to spend on the track.

The imagery survey, known as a Rail Infrastructure
AlignmentAcquisition (RILA),willcapture97%ofNetwork
Rail’s Western route, which runs from Paddington to
Penzance and to the Welsh border, providing an almost
complete view of the network to levels of accuracy that
have never been seen before.

Mike Gallop, Network Rail’s Western route director, said:
“It’s fantastic to be using cutting edge technology to
reduce cost of maintenance and effectively provide
passengers with an improved experience on the railway.

We are excited to see the survey results and look forward
to seeing the benefits for passengers, and our colleagues
on the Western route.”

Speaking on the award of the contract, Rikkert Wienia,
Regional Manager Rail, Fugro said: “With RILA we
have revolutionised the way railway data and asset
information is collected; Geo-data is delivered faster,
with lessdisruptiontonormalrailservicesandincreasing
the safety profile considerably for track survey works.”
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Class 97 304 with the 6C71
Porthmadog - Crewe passes
Drawwell Street on August 24th.

295,000 volt overhead electric line overhaul for better
passenger journeys

Passenger and freight journeys are being made more reliable in
Lancashire and Cumbria with a multi-million-pound investment
into the overhead 25,000 volt electric cables which power trains.
The £3.4m Great North Rail Project upgrade will make overhead
line equipment (OLE) more resilient on the West Coast main line
between Preston and Carlisle.

The essential work will make journeys more reliable for
passengers and freight customers after previous delays on this
economically important railway route. Specialist engineers will
deliver 60 projects to improve the overhead lines over most
weekends between now and March next year. The jobs include
thousands of component replacements undertaken overnight
whiletrainsaren’trunningto minimise disruptionto passengers.

Phil James, Network Rail’s North West route director, said: “This
major £3.4m investment of the overhead line equipment is an
importantupgrade toimprove reliability for our passengers, and
train and freight operating companies on the West Coast main
line in Lancashire and Cumbria. Putting passengers first, we’ve
brought in a specialist team that will work in the early hours
of Sunday morning to get our overhead line equipment back
into shape. This work as part of the Great North rail Project will
improve the reliability of the West Coast main line to encourage
tourists, holiday-makers, commuters and business people back
on to the railway.”

GusDunster,executivedirectorofoperationsatAvantiWestCoast,
said: “We know how important punctual and reliable journeys
are to our customers, which is why we welcome Network Rail’s
work to improve overhead line equipment between Preston
and Carlisle. The work will help to make journeys for millions of
customers in Lancashire and Cumbria more reliable for many
years to come.”

Kathryn O’Brien, customerexperiencedirectorfor TransPennine
Express, said: “Itis great to see the investment that Network Rail
is putting into the overhead line equipment on the West Coast
Mainline and we’d like to thank them for their hard work. The
section of line between Preston and Carlisle is very well used
and this project will definitely benefit our customers who travel
between the North West of England and Scotland .”

A new generation of engineers will also be trained on how to
operate and repairthe overhead line equipment. This will secure
the long-term expertise of Network Rail’s West Coast main line
maintenance teams.

The project has been carefully planned to take place when
trains aren’t running. This will prevent disruption to passenger
and freight journeys on one of Europe’s busiest mixed-used
passenger and freight railway routes.



Class 47 727 is seen on the rear of
5Q47 10:51 Derby Litchurch Lane to
Wolverton Centre Sidingswith Greater
Anglia’s Class 720 543 passing Isham
on August 26th.
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Crumlin’s River Ebbw railway bridge to get upgrade

Passengers in south Wales could benefit from more services
in the future as Network Rail is upgrading the River Ebbw
railway bridge in Crumlin with the £5m upgrade. The work,
which will take place on weekends throughout September,
involves replacing the current bridge deck, which is only
capableof carrying asingle railway track, with a new steel and
concrete structure that will allow two-tracks to run across it.
Rail passengers and drivers using the A467 are urged to check
before travelling as buses will replace trains and the road will
be subject to traffic management for periods throughout the
work.

Bill Kelly, Network Rail’s Route Director for Wales and Borders,
said: “Ourrailway continuesto play akey partinoureconomic
recovery as we emerge from the Covid-19 pandemic. This
investment in Crumlin is part of our wider plan to make
improvements for the people of Wales, putting passengers
at the heart of everything we do. We apologise in advance
as our work will be disruptive for passengers and the local
community, but upgrading the bridge is an important step
towards increasing the frequency of trains on the line in
future.”

Ken Skates, Minister for Economy, Transport and North

Wales, said: “We welcome the commitment from Network
Rail and the Department for Transport to take forward the
replacement of this bridge. It is an important step on the
journey towards increasing the number of trains on the Ebbw
Vale line. Communities in and around Ebbw Vale should
have a high quality and regular rail service, supporting jobs,
investment and economic development as well as increasing
access to social opportunities. We hope this will signal further
investmentonthelineandwillcontinuetoworkconstructively
with the UK Government in securing ongoing commitment
and support.”

The work to improve the bridge is funded by the Department
for Transport in support of the Welsh Government’s plans to
run more trains on the Ebbw Vale line in the future. As part of
the wider Ebbw Vale Frequency Enhancement Scheme, five
miles of additional track has been laid between Cross Keys
and Aberbeeg. The bridge replacement at Crumlin is another
important step towards enabling more services to run in
future. Network Rail are continuing to work with Transport
for Wales to develop plans for other railway upgrades needed
to increase train services on the Ebbw Vale line. This includes
the completion of the track and station work, as well as
integrating the project with Network Rail’s Park Junction Re-
signalling scheme.

Electronic scarecrow used to keep trains on time for passengers in Manchester

A solar-powered scarecrow that mimics the calls of a
hawk is being used to ward off birds causing delays to
passengers travelling between Manchester and London
Euston.

Large numbers of birds have been damaging the electric
arms of Avanti West Coast’s Pendolino trains and
overhead line equipment giving them power at Alstom
depot in Longsight, Manchester.

Now Network Rail and the train operator has installed
the device which humanely scares the birds away while
protecting them from potential electrocution.

Ridding the depot of birds means long-distance trains
will stop being unexpectedly damaged, potentially
taking them out of services or delayed in the depot while
repairs are made.

This will mean better journeys for commuters, holiday-
makers and business people in future.

Phil James, Network Rail’s North West route director,
said: “As we start to welcome back passengers back on

to North West railways, they want to know their services
are reliable and on time. Birds at Alstom’s depot have
become a real nuisance but this solution is a win win,
protecting both the wildlife and the trains from harm.

“The electronic scarecrow is one of many methods
we’re deploying across the North West to make our
infrastructure more reliable, so we can deliver on-time

train servicesthat people of the North West can be proud
of.”

Nick Westcott, operations director at Avanti West Coast,
said: “We’re always exploring new initiatives to make
our route resilient to various scenarios and customers’
journeysmorereliable.Birdscandelayourtrainsorcause
damagetothemandtheoverhead wires,soworkingwith
Network Rail to install an electronic scarecrow will help
to deter birds from the railway - improving the reliability
of our customers’ journeys between Manchester and
London.”

It’s thought birds are roosting on top of overhead line
equipment and stationary trains because there is a
recycling centre nearby.

When they fly or drop twigs on to electrical equipment,
their wing spans can cause the cables to trip, leading to
a loss of power and the bird’s death.

The £2000 equipment was successfully trialled and
installed by Network Rail’s Manchester Maintenance
Delivery unit team.

Since December last year Avanti West Coast has
experienced a total of 20 incidents across the North
West relating to birds on overhead lines or being struck
by trains.

Thiscauseddelaysofmorethanninehoursforpassengers
(a total of 562 minutes).
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On August 12th, Class 47 712 ‘Lady
Diana Spencer’ passes Selside
working the 12:18 Skipton to
Appleby service.

George Stephenson designed railway
viaduct to be restored in Calderdale

An 180-year-oldviaductdesignedbyrailwaypioneer
George Stephenson is undergoing a multi-million-
pound restoration to improve passenger journeys
and secure its future for generations to come. The
£3.7m Great North Rail Project investment will see
the 1840-built Grade Il listed Gauxholme viaduct
grit blasted to its bare metal for structural repairs
to take place.

The important piece of railway heritage, which
spanstheRochdalecanal,willthenbedeepcleaned
and repainted back to its Victorian splendour.
Taylors bridge, which carries the railway over
Rose Bank Road near Todmorden station, will also
be completely reconstructed with two disused
sections permanently removed as part of the same
investment. Both projectsmeantherailwaythrough
Todmorden will be entirely closed from Saturday
24 October to Sunday 1 November. Passengers are
being advised to expect changes to their journeys
and check www.nationalrail.co.uk in the coming
weeks for more information when timetables are
finalised.

Kathryn Berry, scheme project manager for
Network Rail, said: “This work to restore the
impressive Gauxholme viaduct and renew Taylor’s
bridge is essential to improve passenger journeys
through Todmorden. The Great North Rail Project
investment will secure this important piece of
railway heritage for generations to come. We have
been working closely with Calderdale Council on
our plans and thank passengers, road users and
the local community in advance for their patience

while we deliver this
essential work.”

During the nine-
day railway closure
there will be no trains

between Blackburn
and Manchester via
Todmorden.

Passengers are advised to
check before they travel
with their train operator
for alternative routes and
information about bus
replacement services.

Chris Jackson, regional director at Northern, said:
“The upgrade and repair work near Todmorden
is key to future-proofing the rail network in the
area and will give Northern customers a modern
infrastructure for many years to come between
HebdenBridge and Rochdale.We’reworkingclosely
with Network Rail to keep disruption to a minimum
and will be providing rail replacement transport
while the work is carried out. More details of these
provisionswill be availableviathe Northernwebsite
in the near future.”

Craig Whittaker, MP for Calder Valley, said: “I am
incredibly delighted that funding in the region
of £3.7m is being invested locally to restore the
1840s Grade Il listed Gauxholme viaduct here in
Todmorden. It is so important to renovate such
structures - these form part of our history. Here
in Todmorden we are blessed with some amazing
buildings and structures, the past forms part
our future. | cannot wait to see the completed
renovation works and see Gauxholme viaduct back
to its former glory.”

Atemporaryfootpathclosurewillbeinplacebeneath
Gauxholme viaduct with a small diversionary route
in place for pedestrians and a pontoon will also be
set up on the canal to allow workers to access the
structure.

At Taylor’s bridge, access for residents via Rose
Bank Road will be maintained during the project.
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Jeff Nicholls Big Bertha

58100 cost £8,458 (loco - £7,209, tender £1,249)
Two boilers were built for 58100 -
Boiler No. 5395 (the original) had washout doors only along the top of the ‘shoulders’ of the Belpaire
firebox.
Boiler No. 4886 (the spare - built in 1922) had a prominent row of washout PLUGS on each side.
Most photographs show this loco with boiler No. 5395 which 58100 carried
when it was broken up, normally the two boilers were exchanged about once a year.

Did Brunel pass on his 1/4”?

Thomas William Worsdell [14 January 1838 - 28 June 1916] was an English locomotive engineer born in
Liverpool to a Quaker family. His younger brother (Wilson Worsdell) was also a
locomotive engineer. Both were brought up as Quakers. Thomas worked at the LNWR Crewe Works under
John Ramsbottom, but in 1865 moved to the Pennsylvania Railroad in the USA. However, in 1871 he was
invited by Francis William Webb to return to Crewe. Ten years later he was appointed locomotive
engineer of the Great Eastern Railway, but in 1885 moved to the North Eastern Railway - his GER
replacement being James Holden. During this time at the NER, he obtained a patent from August von Borries
(a Prussian locomotive engineer) relating to compound locomotives and used this two-cylinder compound
system in several of his NER designs to offer.

Polos, sifa.rting from £14.00 Heavy weight Hoodies starting Softshell, from £27.00 each, Morf’s (neckwear), starting ey Did Br une' ass on his g 1/ 4 iﬂCh" to the worSde" brOtherS?
each, minimal order of 3. ir;ln;r£02f72..50 each, minimal minimal order of 2. :)rrodne1r£09f.gf) each, minimal m CLUE: Driving Wheel diameter
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£5.00 each, minimal order of 3. bags, from shoppers, courier £10.50 each minimal order of 2. e;cf:f r:i::rr::fo:zz of 2 v 1890 Y8 3ft Oins T. W. Worsdell Dock Tank
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—t 1 1 1+
m .2 1894 G5 5ft 1%ins Wilson Worsdell All 110 locos built at Darlington
o | F4 | b5ftdins | Wilson Worsdell | Modified by J. Holden
m 68670 - 68754 built in 1898
172 4ft 1%ins Wilson Worsdell
Mo .2 el _ R 69001 - 69028 built in 1950/1
Umbrellas, starting from Branded merchandise, Draw Branded T-shirts starting If you are after an item not shown, : u JZ25 4ft 7Vains Wilson Worsdell o bUilt at Gate,Shead
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' ST O — O e 60 locos for XP trains
and quantities.
Standard turn-around time 5-7 u m 1899 1 +— — be;wsef; YFOIrk ahnd :iW::Stle
o oo 177 | aft1v%ins | Wilson Worsdell RSB Sars
Centre. Postage if required | | | | of 1874'84
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1 -
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New fundraising initiative launched to help complete
Britain’s most powerful steam locomotive

The project to build Britain’s most powerful express
passenger steam locomotive today announced that it
has launched a new £100,000 appeal - The P2 Support
Coach Appeal - to fund the support coach required for
No. 2007 Prince of Wales to operate on the Network Rail
main line.

The Gresley class P2 2-8-2 ‘Mikados’ were the most
powerful express passenger locomotives to operate in
the UK. They were designed by Sir Nigel Gresley in the
1930s for the London & North Eastern Railway (LNER) to
haul600tontrainsonthearduousEdinburghtoAberdeen
route. Sadly, the design was never fully developed and
they were rebuilt by his successor Edward Thompson
into ungainly class A2/2 4-6-2 ‘Pacifics’ in 1943/4, and
scrapped by 1961.The Al Steam Locomotive Trust (A1SLT
- registered charity and builders of famous new 100mph
steam locomotive No. 60163 Tornado) is building the
seventhmemberofthisclassatitsDarlingtonLocomotive
Works (DLW) over seven years, at an estimated cost
of £56m through its P2 Steam Locomotive Company
subsidiary. The project will demonstrate how the design
can be fully realised through use of modern computer
design techniques, enabling the new locomotive to
deliver its full potential hauling passenger trains at high
speed across today’s national network.

Despite the impact of COVID-19, progress on the
construction of our new Gresley class P2 ‘Mikado’
continues to move forward rapidly. The engine has
reached the condition where it is recognisably a P2
and the structurally complete tender tank and tender
wheelsets are now at Darlington Locomotive Works.
Construction and assembly work continues on all fronts,
includingboiler,wheelsets,tenderframes,heavymotion,
pipework and electricals. Design work forthe extensively
modified and improved cylinder block is complete, with
the focus now turned to adaptation of the Lentz rotary
cam poppet valve gear to overcome deficiencies in the
original design.

Ourfundraisingis also movingforward well. The monthly
‘P2 for the price of a pint of beer a week’ Covenant
scheme has already attracted over 930 Covenantors. Our

ACQUIRING A SUPPORT COACH FOR

NO. 2007 PRINCE OF WALES

Dedicated Donation scheme has raised over £400,000;
The Founders Club had a target of 100 members but
thanks to the early enthusiasm of our supporters we
recruited over 360 members before it closed. The Mikado
Club, The Cylinder Club and The Motion Club reached
their targets and together raised almost £600,000. The
Boiler Club has already recruited 200 people of its 300
members target; The Tender Club has already almost 80
members of its 250 members target just one year from
launch; The Pony (Truck) Club - only launched in mid-
April - has already passed its 20 members initial target;
and The Turbogen Club - only launched in July - has
already reached one third of its 40 members target.

Altogether this means that £2.5m has been spent and
£3.0m raised of the required £5m to complete No. 2007
Prince of Wales within the next three years, if Gift Aid is
included. However, to succeed we must raise at least
£700,000 every year — a figure we are yet to achieve.

A unique opportunity has arisen for The Al Steam
Locomotive Trust to acquire BR Mark 1 BSK E35457 for
eventual use as the support coach for No. 2007 Prince of
Wales. A support coach and crew are an essential part
of the operation of steam locomotives on Network Rail.
Since British Railways steam operations ended in 1968,
much if not all of the static infrastructure and paid staff
required to support them no longer exists, requiring
the use of support coaches and crews to travel with the
locomotive.

Support coaches are usually drawn from passenger
brake coaches of the BR Mark 1 era, taking advantage of
the existence of the guards/parcels van space for ease
of conversion to workshop and store functions. The
passenger area will provide mess room, seating and/or
sleeping accommodation.

Brake Corridor Second (BSK) E35457 was built at
Wolverton in 1963, is fitted with Commonwealth bogies
and was most recently used as the support coach for
BR standard class 4 No. 76084. In surprisingly excellent
condition, E35457 will require minimal work other than
the reinstatement of its dual-brakes and the addition of
a similar electrical system to that fitted to E21249, No.
60163 Tornado’s support coach.

The Al Steam Locomotive Trust is seeking to raise an
initial £100,000 from 100 supporters each donating

£1,000 (in up to eight monthly payments of £125 by
standing order) towards the acquisition, overhaul and
conversion of BR Mark 1 BSK E35457.

In recognition of their support, donors will receive:

Exclusive certificate signed by David Champion
(President) and Steve Davies (Chairman) of The Al Steam
Locomotive Trust

The opportunity to buy a ticket (seat already reserved)
on one of the first trains hauled by No. 2007 Prince of
Wales

Reasonable accessto No.2007 and No. 60163 at all times
Special supporters’ day with Tornado

Two tickets (booked in advance) to travel behind
Tornado or Prince

of Wales in E35457

on a heritage

railway and

commemorative

photograph with

the locomotive

and coach.

Mark Allatt,
Trustee, The
Al Steam
Locomotive Trust,
commented:

“We are delighted

with the level of

support that the project to build Britain’s most powerful
steam locomotive has received since its launch. Thanks
to our supporters’ continued generosity, £3m has now
been donated - 60% of the required £5m - equivalent to
the entire build cost of our first new steam locomotive
No. 60163 Tornado.

“Although sooner than we had initially planned, the
opportunity recently arose for The A1 Steam Locomotive
TrusttoacquireBRMark 1 BSKE35457 foreventualuse as
the supportcoachforNo. 2007 Prince of Wales. Asupport
coach and its crew are an essential part of the operation
of steam locomotive on Network Rail. Since British
Railways steam operations ended in 1968, little of the
static infrastructure and paid staff required to support
them exists, requiring the use of support coaches and
crews to travel with the locomotive.

“Brake Corridor Second (BSK) E35457 was built at
Wolverton in 1963 and is in surprisingly good condition.
E35457 will require minimal work other than the
reinstatement of its dual-brakes and the addition of
a similar electrical system to that fitted to Tornado’s
support coach.

“We now need to raise a further £100,000 through The
P2 Support Coach Appeal over the next few months.
This will allow us to remain on-track for completion of
the new locomotive within the next three years with a
support coach ready to accompany the locomotive.

“I would encourage all steam enthusiasts who haven’t

yet contributed to this exciting project to help us to meet
these deadlines by supporting The P2 Support Coach
Appeal or becoming a ‘P2 for the price of a pint of beer a
week’ Covenantor. It’s time to get on board!”

The P2 Support Coach Appeal is raising funds for the
acquisition and overhaul of BR Mark 1 E35457. If there
are surplus funds left over following its acquisition
and overhaul, we will use the money to purchase or
manufacture other components for the Gresley class P2
that the charity would not otherwise have.

Photograph - BR Mark 1 BSK E35457 P2 Support Coach -
© A1SLT.
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An urgent £360,000 ‘Save Our Service’ appeal to help the
award-winning Swanage Railway survive in the wake
of the economic effects of Coronavirus has reached
£261,809 - on the 25th anniversary of steam trains
returning to Corfe Castle and Norden for the first time
since 1967. Swanage Railway Trust chairman Gavin
Johns is appealing to the public to continue to donate
to the S.0.S. fund because the appeal, launched in late
March, 2020, needstoreachits target despite arestricted
steam and diesel passenger train service returningto the
preserved line.

Gavin said: “We immensely grateful, and very humbled,
by the response to the ‘Save Our Service’ appeal so far
and I am urging the public to still give generously as our
restricted train service of less trains - due to the need
for cleaning and longer boarding times with allocated
seating - is less profitable with 60 per cent fewer seats
available due to the need to maintain social distancing
to keep our passengers safe. The Swanage Railway is
still fighting for its survival in these extraordinary and
unprecedented times. Several generations of dedicated
volunteers have rebuilt the Swanage Railway from
nothing since 1976 and there is still so much more to

‘'SAVE OUR SERVICE® APPEAL REACHES £261,809
ON 25th ANNIVERSARY OF CORFE CASTLE &

NORDEN STEAM TRAIN RETURN

achieve. The ‘Save Our Service’ appeal reached £261,809
onthe25thanniversaryoftheSwanageRailwayreturning
steam trains to Corfe Castle and Norden in August, 1995,
for the first time since the summer of 1967 and the days
of British Rail. Relaying the track the five and a half
miles from Swanage to Corfe Castle and Norden was a
herculean effort that took 25 years to complete - a stark
and very clear reminder of the incredible achievement
that the ‘Save Our Service’ appeal aims to prevent from
being lost to future generations,” added Gavin.

ltwasonSaturday,12August,1995,thatSwanageRailway
volunteers ran the first steam trains from Swanage to
Corfe Castle and Norden since Sunday, 18 June, 1967,
when the last British Rail steam train ran from Wareham
to Corfe Castle and Swanage on a railway enthusiasts’
special from London. The Swanage Railway resumed
a socially distanced, allocated seating passenger train
service between Norden and Swanage - hauled by a
1960s ex-British Railways Southern Region Class 33

heritage diesel locomotive - on Saturday, 11 July, 2020.
Steam locomotives started hauling the passenger train
service from Saturday, 18 July, 2020, with Corfe Castle

station reopening to passengers on Saturday, 1 August,
2020. A one-way system has been introduced at Corfe
Castle station to keep passengers safe while Harman’s
Crossstationand Herston Halt, the latter on the outskirts
of Swanage, remain closed to the public.

Gavin explained: “We decided to re-introduce our
passenger servicesin a restricted and staged way so that
we could become confident at safe operation of each
stage before proceeding to the next. This has worked
well with many customers saying how well they thought
our planning and operations were. We are pleased with
the public response to our restricted train service — nine
return trains a day during August, both steam and diesel
- given the detailed work our staff have put in and the
extremely unusual nature of post Covid-19 business,” he

added.

Rebuilt since 1976, the Swanage Railway - in Dorset’s
Isle of Purbeck - carried more than 200,000 passengers
in 2019 and contributed more than £15 million a year to
the Isle of Purbeck economy.

The Swanage Railway’s fund-raising chairman, Randy
Coldham, said: “The ‘Save Our Service’ appeal can be
found at www.saveourservice.co.uk where donations
can be made by PayPal, debit or credit card. Donations
can also be made through our Facebook page. The
public can easily donate by phone to the ‘Save Our
Service’ appeal by texting ‘SOS’ to 70470 to donate £10
which costs £10 plus a standard rate message or other
amounts between £1 and £20,” added Randy who is a
volunteer signalman on the Swanage Railway. Clearly
marked ‘Save Our Service’ appeal, cheques can also be
sent to the Swanage Railway Trust at Station House,
Station Approach, Swanage, Dorset, BH19 1HB.

To make a ‘Save Our Service’ donation by PayPal, a Fast
Payment through Internet banking or by a cheque in the
post, visit www.saveourservice.co.uk while donations
can also be made via the Swanage Railway’s Facebook

page.

Photos: ‘257 Squadron’ passes Corfe Castle in 1995 (Left)
and in 2020 (Right). © Andrew P.M. Wright.
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The Great Central Railway in Leicestershire has launched an emergency
appealto assist with navigating the Covid-19 crisis and to be able to continue
with essential works planned. The Railway commenced 2020 on a firm
financial footing after a successful 2019 but, inevitably on March 23rd, all
operations closed due to the Covid 19 crisis and remained so until late July.
Since then, they have been challenged to generate any reasonable levels of
income.

Great Central Railway launches

Emergency Appeal

At the beginning of the Covid-19 crisis, the Railway’s management made a
conscious decision not to mount a crisis appeal similar to that launched by
other heritage railways in order to avoid detracting donations away from
our other appeals, such as that for the locomotive works. However, as the
crisis has gone on, funds set aside for many other planned projects have
been used up for vital day to day cash flow and, within the last few days, an
appeal has now been launched to replenish some of these funds so that we
may carry on with these essential works.

LOUGHBOROUGH, LEICESTERSHIRE

Specifically, the appeal has 3 main areas of focus.

Bridge 341 replacement - Bridge 341 stands just north of Quorn &
Woodhouse station and carries the Great Central line across a farm track.
The bridge deck is now over 120 years old and is to be replaced.

Quorn yard - Works are required at Quorn & Woodhouse station including
car park resurfacing, continuation of the conversion of the former Goods
Shed to a classroom and education centre and work on the tree line which
borders the station.

Fencing reinstatement - A significant amount along the line needs to be
renewed orreinstated. Fencing both protects ourboundaries and prevents
people from straying onto the line.

During the past few weeks, the GCR has commenced some re-opening
with cafes at Rothley and Quorn now operating daily and trains running at
weekends, but the revenue from this alone, will not cover costs at current
capacity, due to the restrictions of social distancing and the associated
Increase in operating costs.

The Railway’s management are delighted to be able to confirm, however,
thatthe crisis has not prevented their ability to stage Covid-secureversions
of firm Christmas-time favourites, Winter Wonderlights and Santa Specials
for which tickets will be launched in the coming 7 days. In the meantime,
they have also confirmed that their 1st Class Pullman Dining service will
recommence services as of September 19th, with safety screens fitted
inside all of their restaurant cars.

Quote from Mike Gough - Managing Director. “The enforced closure has
impacted massively on our operations and available cash flow. We are,
however, committed to ensuring that as we expand our activities for
the remainder of the year as best we can, whilst giving our customers
the authentic heritage experience they have come to expect, within an
environment that is safe for staff and visitors alike. A successful appeal
will help to ensure that all of our operations are well maintained and we
can enterinto 2021 with renewed hope for our future and the preservation
of our heritage.

Donations can be made at; http://www.gcrailway.co.uk/emergency-project-

appeal/

Photo: GWR No. 6990 is seen at Loughborough.
© Alan Weaver
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Richard Hargreaves

Richard Hargreaves




Welsh Highland
Heritage Railway

Ben Bucki

Ben Bucki

Ben Bucki




Ffestiniog

Railway

Ben Bucki




Ffestiniog
Railway

Ben Bucki

Ben Bucki

Ben Bucki
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East Somerset

R a i I WwQa Y Gerald Nicholl




Pattlefield
Line

John Alsop



Mid - Hants
Railway

David Lindsell

David Lindsell

David Lindsell
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East Lancs
Railway

Gerald Nicholl

Michael Lynam

Michael Lynam




East Lancs
Railway

Gerald Nicholl




Lakeside and
Haverthwaite

Michael Lynam

Michael Lynam

Michael Lynam
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From the
Archives

Chris Morrison
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From the
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Chris Morrison
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Chris Morrison
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David Lindsell/ Terry Ventham

John Sloane

John Sloane
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John Sloane

David Lindsell

David Lindsell
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David Lindsell

David Lindsell

David Lindsell
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David Lindsell

Michael Bennett

Michael Bennett
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Derek Elston

Derek Elston

Brian Hewertson
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Chris Morrison
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Derek Elston

Derek Elston

Derek Elston
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Chris Morrison




