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Welcome to a very special edition of Railtalk Magazine,  

Dawlish Summer Holiday .  

This entire issue is brought to you by renowned photographer, Richard   

Hargreaves, who has photographed the area for  many, many years. Here  

in his own words and pictures is his view on the area.  

All text and pictures © Richard Hargreaves 2007 . 

Welcome  

  

Since 1976 my family has spent its summer holidays at Dawlish Warren in  

South Devon, situated midway between Exeter St David's and Newton Abbot. I 

ÞÈÚÕɀÛɯÈÞÈÙÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÙÈÐÓÞÈàɯÉÌÍÖÙÌɯÞÌɯÈÙÙÐÝÌËɯÉÜÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÈÚɯÚÖÖÕɯÛÖɯÊÏÈÕÎÌȭɯ3ÏÌɯ

scenic splendour of the area is to me still one of the most beautiful of places to be 

and with a main line railway hugging the cliffs for the 3 miles to Teignmouth a 

great place for the enthusiast and photographer. 

  

Those two weeks in August 31 years ago were to 

shape my life  greatly as it was there that I was really 

bitten by the railway bug and armed with copies of 

the Ian Allen locoshed and Combined volumes for 

that year my Dad and I spent many blissful hours sat 

on Langstone Rock watching the endless procession of 

loco hauled trains carrying thousands  of happy  

holidaymakers to and from the coastal resorts of 

Devon and  Cornwall. 

         

Traffic in those days was incredibly varied and hectic, 

most trains having a relief service shadowing it.  

 

Virtually anything could turn up, classes 25,31,33,37, 45, 46, 47, 50 and 52 and 

in great quantity too, upwards of 50 different locos traversing the wall on any one 

day. 

 Over the following 31 years traffic has dwindled to a just a mere shadow of its 

 former glory but a summers day there today can still produce great variety, 

maybe not in loco hauled services but certainly in livery variations on the HST 

ÈÕËɯÜÕÐÛɯÍÓÌÌÛÚȱÌÝÌÕɯÛÏÌɯÔÜÊÏɯÔÈÓÐÎÕÌËɯ5ÐÙÎÐÕɯ5ÖàÈÎÌÙÚɯÈÙÌɯ×ÙÖÝÐÕÎɯ×Ö×ÜÓÈÙɯ

photographic subjects now with the impending livery change to Arriva. 

 

This year was my first visit with a digital camera to the sea wall and a CD of my 

photographs taken between July 21st and August 3rd has found it was to the  

ÌËÐÛÖÙɀÚɯÖÍÍÐÊÌɯÖÍɯ1ÈÐÓÛÈÓÒɯÔÈÎÈáÐÕÌȭɯ3ÏÌàɯÏÈÝÌɯÚÜÎÎÌÚÛÌËɯÛÏÈÛɯÚÖÔÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ×ÐÊÛÜÙÌÚɯ

should be shared with their readers and so here are their selection from the 500 or 

so pictures they had to choose from.     

 Hopefully you will find something of interest among them and maybe visit the 

area for yourself in the future. 
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Above: GWR 2-8-0 3803 prepares to run round the 1415 from Buckfastleigh seen here at Littlehempston. 30/07/07 

!ÌÓÖÞȯɯƚƔƖƘɯÚÛÖÙÔÚɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯ#ÈÞÓÐÚÏɯ6ÈÙÙÌÕɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÛÜÙÕɯÞÖÙÒÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯɁ3ÖÙÉÈàɯ$ß×ÙÌÚÚɂɯÍÙÖÔɯ*ÐÕÎÚÞÌÈÙɯÛÖɯ!ÙÐÚÛÖÓɯ3ÌÔ×ÓÌɯ,Ìads. 29/07/07  


